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To the Right F 
CHARLES TOWNSEND, EG; 


SIR, 

_ AST year you indulged me 

*~ with an opportunity of com- 

municating to you, fome anecdotes 

(little known) relative to the Mogul 

Empire, and the flate of our Eaft 

_ India trade;---in the courfe of that 

; conference, you manifefted to me | 
‘fuch profound penetration, and fuch 

a ready comprehenfion of thefe fub- | 
jects, that I could not refit cherith- 

ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub- : 

lic my future labors on thefe intereft- | 


the aulpices of 
EE... 


xe 


DEDICATION. 


your name. I lately intimated that 
wifh and intention, when you moft 


obligingly and politely favored me, 


with*your permiffion to dedicate to 
you this Firf? Part of the Work, 
which at prefent employs my leifure 
hours: I now avail myfelf of the 
licence you haye honoured me with, 
and beg leave to fubfcribe miylelf, 
with true re{pect ; 


SIR, 
Your moft-obliged 
and moft obedient 


humble fervant, . 


Mocet Felie in Sucry, 
“Auget 270 ,075;. 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE, 


W sare. a man excited by an irrefift- 
Y able and laudable impulfe for the 
good of his country, firf _fpeats betore an 
Auguft Affembly ; he feels a certain kind of 
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds 
himéelf unable immediately to conquer ;_ef- 
pecially if hehas not been much ufed to {peak 
. in public, or perchance poffeffes fome fhare 
of modefty in his compofition—Thus, 
conceive, it fares with every conliderate 
author, on his firft appearance before that 
Auguft Ajembly THE PUBLIC. 


In this plight I felt myfelf in the year 
1758, when | exhibited to you a {ccne of 
B 
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unparalleled horror and @iftrefs, which I 
judged nat dhworthy a plate inteué annals; ~ 
——juflice atditthe neceffity of the times 
lately urged my, fecond appearance, and " 
obliged me to Ae my pen in defence of 
injured worth and character: but now, by 
ule and indulgence grown bolder, (a very 
common cafe) | prefent mylelf before you of 
my own voluntary choice. 


Independency, and a pleafing retirement, 
however de/ecable in themfelves, have yet 
their feafons of vacancy and feifure, that 
may want filling up.—And happy! ought 
that man to efteemi hinifelf, who can em- 
ploy. thole wears and 4ianks in time to the 
emolument, or even literary amifement of 
mankind. 


Such is my fituation, and fuch are my 
motives, for taking up the pen again; mo- 
tives, fo laudable in themfelves, will, I trait 
engage the candor and indulgence of my 
readers for any detects in the following . 
performance. 


—* 
7 
i 


_ The Eaff-Indres, and particularly Bengadi, 
are now become fo important an object and 
concern to Great-Britain, that every eluci- 
dation thereof, mult I think be acceptable, 
that 


| (3) 
that is founded on faéty juft obfervations, 
and faithful recitals. i 


Through a courfe of thirty years reft- 
dence in Bengall, my leifure hours were 
employed in callecting materials relative to 
the tranfactions, revolutions and occurren- 
ces of that invaluable country, and the re 
ligious tenets of its inhabitants, natives 
of Indofian,; which I flattered myfelf, when 
reduced to form and order, might prove 
worthy your attention. : oT 


It is well known that at the capture of 
Calcutta, A. D. 1756, loft many curious 
Genfoo manufcripts, and among themygwo 
very correct and valuable copics of the 
Gentoo Shajlab, ‘They were procurcd"by me 
with fo much trouble and expence; that 
even the commillioners of reftitution, 
though not at all difpofed to favor me, al- 
lowed me two thoufand Madras rupees in 
recompence for this particular lofs; but the 


- moft irreparable damage I fuffered under 


this head of grievances, was a tranflation 


. I made of a confiderable part of the S4a/- 


fab, which had coft me eighteen months 
hard labor: as that work opened upon me, 
I diftinétly faw, that the Myzdology, as 
well as the Cofmozony of the Egyptians, 
Greeks and Remans, were borrowed from 
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the doctrines of the Bramins, contained in 
this book, even-td the copying their ex- 
teriors of worthip, and the diftribution of 
their idols, though groisly mutilated and 
adulterated. But more of this in the courfe 
of my prefent work, 


I fhould in the compals of one year more, 
with the clofe application, I intended be- 
{towing on it, have accomplifhed a complete 
tranflation of the whole Séa/la4, that would 
I flattered myfelf have been a valuable ac- 
quifition to the learned world, had not the 
fatal cataftrophe of fifty-fix put it totally 
out Of my power ever to attempt it again, 


From that change in our affairs abroad, 
anew chain of purfuits engroffed my time 
and attention, fo that I could no longer 
devote cither, to the ftudies I had before f 
much at heart—however, during the lait 
eight months of my refidence in Bengatt, 
being freed from the plagues of govern- 
ment, (thanks to my very daxsuradble maf 
ters for it) | reaifumed my refearches with 
tolerable fuccels, which joined to fome ma- + — 
nufcripts recovered by an unforefeen and 
extraordinary event (that poifibly I may 
hereafter recite} enables me to undertake 


the tafls 1 now affign myitelf. 
| it 4 
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It is trae I intended a much nobler enter- 


‘tainment for my readers; but as that is now 


irrecoverably beyond my reach, without 
once more doubling the Cape of Good Hope, 
(to which I feel not the leait inclination) 
we mutt content ourfelves with the homely 
fare we have before us, ranged in the belt 
manner our ftraitened circumflances will 
admit of—as it is effentially neceflary at 
this interefting period, that we fhould be 
able to ‘form fome clearer ideas of a people, 
with whom we have had fuch important 
tranfactions, and of whom {fo little is truely 
known *. 


Flaving ftudioufly perufed all that has 
been written of the empire of Jndoffan, 
both as to tts ancient, as well as more mo- 
dern ftate ; -as alfo the various accounts 
tranfmitted to us, by authors in almoft all 
ages (from Arrian, down to the 44d¢ de 


‘Guyon) concerning the Himdsos, and the re- 


ligious tenets of the Bramzns, I venture to 


pronounce them all very defective, falla- 


cious, and unfatisfattory to an inquilitive 
fearcher after truth, and only tend to 
convey a very imperfect and unjuit fem- 


* Here 1 would be underftood to mean che Gentoer 
only, now laboring under Afeiemvten tyranny, but 
fated, | hope, foon to feel the bleflings of amnild Srrah 
Fovernment, 
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blance of a people, who from the earlic# 
times have been an ornament to the crea- 
tion—if {o much can with propriety be {aid 
of any known people upon earth. 


All the modern writers reprefent the 
Hindoos a5 a race of ftupid and grofs Idole- 
fors: from the ancients indeed thefe people 
met with better treatment; although they 
too as well as the others were equally igno- 
tant in the fubjects they treated of. 


The modern authors who have wrote on 
the ‘principles and worthip of the Hindoas, 
- are chiefly of the Komnjh communion, there- 
fore we need wonder -the Je(s that the 
(from a fuperftitious zeal infepatable from 
that communion) fhould depreciate and 
traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Bramins, on fo flender a founda- 
tion as a few infignificant literal tranilations 
of the Viedam, and thefe not made from 


the book itelf but from unconnected {craps 


‘and bits, picked up here and there by hear- 
fay from Hixdses, probably as ignorant as’ 
themfelves. 


From foch weak grounds and evidence 

as this, and by the help of a few exhibi~ 

tions of the Aindzos, jeemingly monftrous 

idols, the Pepi authors hefitate not to 
Pi fligmatize \, 
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fligmatize thofe moft venerable fages the 
Bramins, as having inftituted doctrines and 
worthip, which if believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation, 
as every reader muft have obferved, who has 
miffpent his time in the perufal of them; in 
the way of their proper calling and’ func- 
tion, they were however right; as having 
been appointed to propagate their own 
fyftem of theology abroad ; though ftrictly 
{peaking, their own tenets were more ido- 
latrous than the fyfiem they travelled fo far 
to arraign.' On this miftaken method and 
falfe zeal of propagating any faith at any 
rate, | beg to be indulged in making the 
following general reflections, which’ natu- 
rally arife from the fubject before us. 


Thatignerance, fuperitition and partiality 
to ourfelves, are too commonly theceule of 
prefumption and contempt of others—thale 
whofe knowledge of {ta'es and kingdoms ex- 
tendsno further than thelimitsof theirnative 
land, often imagine all beyond it fcarce 
worth their thoughts, or at leaft greatly mn- 


ferior in comparifon with their own; a — 


conclufion natural, though unjuit If 
from clime and country we proceed to in- 
dividuals, we fhall fee the fame unwarrant~- 
able prepoiieilion and preference to felt 

| B4 take 
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take place; and proceeding ftill further in 
our reflections, we may obferve the fame 
conned way of thinking and judging, 
leads the multitude (and I with I could fay 
the multitude only) of every nation and 
fet, to arraign and have in utter detefta~ 
tion and contempt, the religious principles 
and worthip of all that happen to be out 
of the pale of their own church or mode 
of faith. 


That every nation and _/2é fhould have a 
high and even fupetior opinion of the reli- 
gious. principles, under which they were 
Fan and edycated, is extremely natural and 
jult, provided they do not from an intem- 
perate Zeal or religious vanity (now fo much 
the fafhion) prefume to condemn, depre- 
ciate.or- invade the religious principles of 
others—this condemning ipirit can proceed 
only from one of the three following 
caules, 2 defect in underitanding, a want 
of knowledge of the world (in men and 
things). or a bad (and reftle{s) heart. The 
falvation of mankind, fo much pretended, - 
has no place in the hearts or labors of thefe 
zealots, or they would not go about feeking 
whom they can confound in {pirit, deftroy- 
ing the peace and tranquillity of their poor 
fellow chridians —- 

Men 
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‘Men who have been converfant with fo- 
reien countries, and made proper and benevo- 
Jent remarks on the manners and principles 
of their inhabitants, will not defpile or 
condemn the different ways by which they 
approach the Deity, but revere it ftill asa 
divine worfhip, though they may pioufly 
Jament it deviates fo much from their 
own, 


To refcue diftant nations from the grofs 
conceptions entertained of them by the 
multitude, of all other perfuafions, is the 
true bafinels and indifpenfable duty of a 
Traveller; or elfe his travels and remarks, 
can only amufé his readers, without con- 
veying to them any ufeful inftruétion or folid 
fatistaclion. 


A meer defeription of the exterior man- 
ners and religion of a people, will no more 
give us a true idea of them, than a geogra- 
phical defcription of a country, can convey 
a juft conception of their laws and govern- 
ment; the traveller muft fink deeper in his 
refearches, would he feait the mind of an 
underitanding reader.—His telling us fuch 
and juch a people, in the Haff or W'e/- 
Indies, werthip this Rock, or that ftone; 
or monitrous idol; only ferves to reduce in 

our 
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our efteem, our fellow creatures, to the 
moft abject and defpicable point of light. 
Whereas, was he teilled in the language 
of the people he defcribes, fufficiently to 
trace the etymology of their words and 
phrafes, and capable of diving into the 
myfteries of their theology; he would 
probably be able ta evince us, that fuch 
feemingly prepofterous worfhip, had the 
moit fublime rational fource and foundation. 


The traveller, who without thefe effen- 
tial requifites, (as well as -induftry and 
a clear underitanding) pretends to defcribe 
and fix the religious tenets of any nation 
whatever, difhoneitly impoles his own re- 
veries on the world, and does the greateit 
injury and violence to letters, and the caufe 
of humanity—How far the productions of 
moft travellers may juftly fall under this 
cenfure, I fubmit to the public. 


To the want of this attention and capa- 
city in the traveller, we may alcribe in a 
great meafure, the defpicable, and I dare 
fay unworthy notions, we too aptly enter- 
tain of moft nations very remote from us; 
whereas were we better informed, we 
fhould find our minds opened, our un- 
derftandings enlarged, and ourlelyes in- 

{pired 


(a1) 
{pired with that benevolence for our {pecies, 
without which the human ferm becomes 
rather a difgrace than ornament. 


I am forry to fay, that in general the ac- 
counts publifhed of the manners and reli- 
gious principles of foe Baff and Weft-In- 
dies, have been in the light and fuperficial 
way before objected to: but as my know- 
ledge extends only to the former, | thail 
confine my remarks to them; and endea- 
vor to extricate them in fome degree from 
the profs abfurdities we have conceived of 
them: confeffing mylelf amazed that we 
fhould fo readily believe the people of Jn- 
dsfian a race of ttupid Jdslefers, when to 
our coils, in a political and commercial 


view, we have found them fuperior to / 


us. 


Having tranfiently mentioned the Fie- 
dam and Shajlab, (the Genteos feriptures ) 
it is neceflary I fhould inform you—The 
book firft. named, is followed by the Gen- 
’ foor of the Mallaber and Cormande/ coatts, 
and allo of the Iflend of Cey/on.—The 
Shafiah is followed by the Gentoor of the 
provinces of Bengal/, and by all the Gzen- 
toos of the rett of Jxate, commonly called 
India proper; that is to fay—the greatett 

part 
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part of Orifa, Bengall proper, Bahar, Bas 
aaras, Oad, Eleahas, “gra, Delay, &e, 
ali along the courle of the rivers Ganges and 
jawmna to the Indus, 


Both thefe books contain the infMtutes 
of their refpective rélig oas and worlhips, 
as well as the hiltory of their ancient Re- 
jaéscand princes; often couched under al- 
legory and fable; their an tiquity is conten- 
ded for by the partifans of each—but the 
fimilitude of their names, fdofr, and great 
part of their worthip, leaves little room to 
doubt, nay plainly evinces, that both thefe 
feriptures were originally ame.—And if we 
‘compare the great purity and chafte man- 
ners of the Séaffab, with the great abfur- 
ditres and impurities of the /fedam, we 
need not hefitate to pronounce, the darter 
a corruption of the former.—All that I need 
add here, is, that my remarks follow the 
Séajiab only. 


Tafte in reading differs as much as in 
the choice of viands; what proves a delici- 
ous morfcl to one, is-difeufiful to another. 
Twas never invited to-@°fealt in my life, 
that I-did not regret the ablence af a hill 
of fare :—Theretore to fave you from this 
difficulty, I here prefent you 2 lift of what 

is 
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is provided for your entertainment in the 
following fheets, in eight courfes; fo that 
if your ftomach does not fiimulate you to 
tafte the whole, you will be enabled to 
fall to, on that dith which may beit fuir 
your 2ppetite. 


I. General head,——A thort hiftory of 
the fucceffion to the empire of Indsftan, 
from durenge Zebe to Mahomet Shaw - 
This fubject has been alteady touched upon 
by my ingenious friend Mr. ‘Yames Frafer, 
but being foreign to his more immediate 
concern /the imvafion of Nadir Shaw) he * 
has touched it {fo lightly, as to convey 
a very imperfect idea of the circumilances 
attending the many aftonifhing changes that 
happened in this thort and memorable pe- 
riod. hele particelars | was favored with 
at Patna, A. D. 1733, by a fenfible r- 
mentan, who refided alternately at Agra 
and Delby, in a civil pott of jome truft, 
under the emperors during the courle of 
thele tranfa@ioas. 


Il. Tranfactions in the fubahdaary of 
Bengail, from the period that Yefier Khan 
ruled thete provinces, to the ufurpation of 
the government by Afiverdi Khan, with 
the extraordinary circumftances peo | 

the 
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Having thus fet forth my real motives 
for taking up the pen again, and opened 
the plan of my intended work; I thall 
here clofe this preliminary difcourle ; the 
favorable acceptance of my labors, by the 
candid public, is all the recompence hoped, 
or wifhed for, by their 


Obedient humble fervant, 


J.Z. HOLWELL, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


The fuccefion of the Mogull Emperars from 
| Auring Zebe, 


W HOEVER has attentively perufed 

the hiftories of the rife of ftates and 
kingdoms, muft have made this melancholy 
obfervation ; that the approaches to ufurped 
royalty, dominion and power, are gene- 
raily founded, in the firft inftance, on the 
fubduction of every virtue from the human 
breaft: as, the facred tyes of jultice, ath- 
nity, gratitude and fre benevolence. A 
few exceptions may poflibly fubfit in the 
courfe of many thoufind years, againit our 
conclufion ; but Viey are fo very few, that 
we think they cannet in the leait invalidate 
our general aifertion. 


The glittering profpects of a crown, fo 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool reflection 
and reafon, that it becomes d/imd to every 
other conlideration of humanity. 


C Am- 
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Ambition, ora reftlefs thirft after power 
and dominion, has ever been the Aane of the 
civil rights and liberties of mankind ; “and 
feemsto be a pafiton implanted tnthe original 
nature and conitruction of man :—1if other- 
wile, his conduct is wholly unaccountable ; 
for we fee thatevery individual of the {pecies, 
in every rank and degree, is grafping and la- 
bouring to poflefs that which every indi- 
vidual. is fo materially concerned to pre- 
vent; meter of them adverting to this in- 
variable truth: That 4¢ who invades the 
liberty, fights and property of another, 
gives, at the fame time, aleffon and juft 
caufe for difpoifefling &imfeif—Why this 
cternal warfare and contention for dominion 
between man and man, collectively or fe- 
parately, (from his creation to this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in 2 future diflertation, attempt to folve ; 
here we will only lament, that fo it unde- 
niably 1s. 


The miierable effects of this fatal paffion, 
for ru/e is no where ‘more ftrongly exem- 
plify’d, than in the fhort recital we_are 
going to make of the fuceeffors of Aurimg 
Zebe to the throne of Indoffan; to which 
he himfelf did not arrive without wading 
through a fea of biood, and a continued 
-chain of almoft unparallel'd religious fraud, 
per 
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perfidy and cruelty ; caving on record 4 
flagrant proof, That no tyes, however {2 
ered, can refift, or come in compctition 
with, the charms of royalty. His bloody 
example was very exactly copied by his 
defcendants, 


Muring Zebe deceafing the aif of Fe- 
rary 1707, was fucceeded in the throne 
by his fécond fon Mahommed Mauzm ; for, 
notwithitanding the pofitive injunction. in 
Auring Zebe's laft Will, in favour of his 
fon Mabommed Azem Shaw, Madbommed 
Mauzm adopting the fucceisful example of 


ders 


i7o7, 


his father, difputed the crown with his daring 
- ret. 


elder brother, who, in battle Near Agri, 
was defeated and killed. Mahomed Man=m 
was immediately proclaimed Emperor, and 
alfurned (amongit other titles mentioned by 
Mr. Frafer ) the title of Shaw silium, King 
of the World. 1 have, in my collection, 
two gold Mohurs ftruck in this Emperor's 
Reign, Anne 1709, and 1791 ; on the fir 
was imprefied Shaw ium +s on the other, 
Bahadr Shaw, The Paiiant King ; which 
title he was latterly fondeit of. 


Fis reign, though extended to the term 
af fix years,” was unhappy and turbulent, 
The fortune of war gave him the fucceffion 
to his father’s dominions, but he fucceeded 

Ca not 


Shaw - 
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not to his capacity and fame; perplexed 
with the reftlefs ambition of his four fons, 
who in his life time fhewed themfelves 
competitors for his crown, he died of dif- 
content and grief, “ina 1713. 


His four fons were, Mauz O'din, Maho~ 
med Azim, Raffeeil al Kaddr, and Kéojtfia 
Ahbter ; they had been fome years Gover- 
nors of diitinét provinces, and were each, 
at the death of their father, at the head of 
a puiffant army to fupport their feveral pre- 
tenfions to the throne. 


Mabemmed Azim, being {upetior in foree, 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers, they joined in league againit him, 
taking the moft folemn oath on AKdoren, to 
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to 
an equal partition of the Empire in thirds, 
as foon as they fhould defeat and fucceed 
again{t their brother. 


Tn confequence of this compact, the three 
brothers united their refpective armies, a 
general battle enfued ; in the firft heat of 
which, Mabommed Azim was killed by the 
fhot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
ing on his elephant the center of his bro- 
thers army, which he was informed was 

CoOiml- 
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commanded in perfon by his eldeft brother 
Mauz O'din. 


The treafures of Mahemmed Azim, by 
the dexterity of Zu/fecer Khan, an Omrah 
in the interett of Mauz O'din, fell into the 
hands of the latter, with which having 
privately bought over moft of the troops of 
his two remaining brothers, he attacked 
them on the field of battle, in violation of 
his folemn oath, 


The brothers being no ways prepared for 
this fudden, unfufpe&ed and perfidious 
ftroke, were capable of making but {mall 
refiftance ; the elder of the two Rafer! af 
Kaddr, was prefently killed, and what is 
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
brother Mabommed Azim ; Kéojifla Akhter, 
the youngeft of the four, coliccting fome 
few of his own and Raffzeil al Kadur's 
troops, fled towards the province of Deccan 
his government, but being purfued 4nd at- 
tacked by AMlawz O'din, Shared the fame fate 
with his brothers, 


Thus Mauz O'din became, like his father 
and grandfather, poileffed of the throne of 
Indoflan, by the perfidions deftruction of 
his brothers; one circumftance however 
might be pleaded in behalf of Afauz O'din, 
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which neither of the other two could lay 
any claim to,—for he was the legal heir to 
the crown; but it may alfo juftly be faid, 
that he had waved and given op his legal 
right, when he entered into the voluntary 
compact with his brethren. He was pro- 
claimed Emperor by the ftile and title of 
Mauz O'din Fehandar Shaw, The King who 
poflefies the World; and appointed Zulfecar 
Khan his Vizir. 


Febandar was a weak Prince, and very 


‘ foon after he thought himfeif in fecure pof- 


feffion of the throne, funk and loft himfeli 
in the luxuries and debaucheries of the 5Se- 
raglio; fo wholly devoting his hours to a 
famed courtefan called Le/ Kear, (better 
known in Jndoflan by the name of Leff 
Kooree ) that he neglected every duty which 
ought to diitinguifh the Man and the King. 


This courtefan was of exquifite beauty, 
and highly excelled as a dancer and finger, 
in which profeffion fhe was originally bred ; 
befides thefe qualifications, it 1s fad, her 
converfation was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure- 
ments, had no will bat hers; by her n- 
Auence fhe filled all places of the, highedtt 
tru{t and honour with her bafé relations ; 
this infatuated condudt, brought the Em- 
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peror and Empire into the loweft con- 
tempt, and gave univerfal difguit to all the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom ; 
who one by one, under various pretexts, 
withdrew themifelves from court, and me- 
ditated a favourable conjuncture to depofe 
this fovereign, 


Amoneit the difaffected were two Gene- 
* ralsand Omrahs of the court, of diitinguifh- 
ed character and authority, named Hofan 
Aly Khan, and Abdediah Kban, brothers of 


the tribe of the Sepds, for whom iMadome-- 


éans bear a religious veneration. Thefe in 
concert with others of the Omrahs deter- 
mined to raile Mabhommed Furrukbsir to the 
throne; and fuddenly, at the head of a 
choice body of troons, retired towards Bex- 
gal, where Furruxdsir, then refided. 


re 

This young Prince was the fon of Afa- 
bommed zim, already mentioned, and ne- 
phew tothe Emperor; he had relided fome 
years at Dacca, (then the metropolis of 
Bengal) by the appointment of his grand- 
father Shaw Allum, where he was fo much 
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city 
to this day, in their common fongs lament 
his fate in tears to his memory. 


Ce. When 
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When Furruktbstr firft recetved advice of 
Shaw Alldm's death, and the fatal cata- 
ftrophe of his father and uncles, he with- 
drew from Dacca, knowing his uncle, ‘fe- 
hander, would never think himielf fecure 
on the throne, whilft fo near a pretender to 
it wasin being. Much perplexed, and ir- 
refolute what courfe to take, as he was at 
the head of an inconfiderate, but faithful 
body of horfe, retiring out of the province, 
he was met by nats meffengers from the 
revolters, urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Babaar, where on 
his arrival he was received by Seyd Hoffan 
Aly Khan, Seyd Abdallah Khan, and other 
principal Omrahs and ‘fficers, who in- 
{tantly proclaimed him Emperor of Jr- 
doflan. 

On the firit news of this revolt and com- 
petitor, the court was {truck with a panick; 
but the Emperor, buried in the embraces 
of his beloved Loi’ Koorec, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice, 
contenting himfelf with fending his fon 
Fas O'din, at the head of 15000 horte, to 
fupprefs him, with orders to bring the trat- 
tor'’s head. \ 


Exprefs after exprefs arriving with intel- 
jigence that Furrxédsir's party gained 
* ftren gah 
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firength every hour, and that he was in full 
march towards Agra, the Emperor re-in- 
forced his fon with a large body of troops, 
under the joint command of his Vizir Zu/- 
Jecar Kéan, and his favourite Gohuldzs Kéan, 
between whom there fubfifted much pri- 
vate jealouly and enmity. 


Furrukbsir had by this time drawn to- ds 
gether a refpectable army, and thought "7's 
himéelf ftrong enough to quit Patna, which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Céival/renm: in the pro- 
Vince of Eveabas, where he was met by Bas 
O'dm, at the head of his rsoco horle. 
This young Prince after a fhort contett, 
perceiving the fuperiority of the encmy’s 
forces, thought it advifeable to retreat to- 
wards Agra, which he did in good order ; 
and in a few days was joined near Agra by 
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the 
command of the Vizir and Gatuldas Keen, 
to reinforce them: here it was refolved to 
wait the approach of the enemy, for which 
they did not wait long, and a general battle 
quickly enfued. 


The Emperor's forces, by the advice of 
Zulfecar Kéan, was formed into three di- 
vifions: The center was commanded by 

eas 
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Ea: Odin; the right by Goduldes Khan} 
and the left by Zuifecar Kban. 


Furrudbsir obferved the like divilion of 
his forces: He gave the command of his 
center divilion to Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan ; 
the right to Seyd Abdalian Kban ; and led 
on the left himfelf; preferring dus as the 
poit of the greatelt honor, becaufe it was 
the poft of greateft danger, as being op- 
poled to Geeuldas Khan, who commanded 
the right divifion of the Emperor's forces, 
and was jultly efteemed the molt contum- 
mate general and intrepid foldier in the 
Empire. 


Mr. Frafer in his fhort narrative inti- 
mates, thatthe Emperor was in perfon in 
this engagement, but herein his intelligence 
deceived him; for it is a known fact, that 
he was never roufed fo far from the lethar- 
gic plealures he was immeried in, as once 
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the dat- 
tering falfe informations that were hourly 
conveyed to him of the defeat of the rebels; 
by Lol/ Keoree (who dreaded his abfence) 
prevented his ever beitowing a thought 
that way, until it was too late to think of 
it to any purpof. But to refume our fub- 


ject. 
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The battle was fought with great obfti- 
nacy and gallantry on both fides.— Wonders 
are recorded of the f{pirited actions and per- 
fonal bravery of Eas O'din and Gokuldas 
Kban, and not lefs reported of the valour 
of Furrukbsir and Seyd Hojfan Aly Khan ; 
but the decilive ftroke of victory was given 
by Seyd Adbdailan Kban ; this General, ob- 
ferving the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his. divifion, wheeled and vigoroufly attack-~ 
ed Eas O'din in flank, whilit he was hard 
prefied in front by Seyd Hoffan Aly Kean, 
Eas O'din at the fame time learning that the 
brave Godu/das Khan was killed, and his 
right wing defeated by Furrukosir, a gene- 
ral rout foon followed.—Ea: O'din eicaped 
with difficulty from the battle, and by a 
change of fwitt hortes reached Def/y, where 
in the prefence of his father, he in an hour 
died of his wounds, 


Furruthsir prudently ordered the troops 
to be {pared in the puriuit. This clemency, 
and the addreffes of fome emiflarics fent 
amongit them, operated fo ftrongly on them, 
that to a man they revolted from the Em- 
peror, and joined Furrtkésir ; whofe tri- 
umph, on this happy fucceis, was greatly 
abated by the abifcnce and tuppoied death 
of Seyd Hoffan Aly Koon. Short fighted 
mortal! littl: didit thou at that time know, 
a that 
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life 
of the man, who in a very fhort period 
would deprive thee of thy own! a large 
reward being promifed by the Prince, and 
fearch being made, Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan 
was found amonegtt the flain with figns of 
life, and his recovery eftected. 


The treacherous conduct of the Vizir 
Zulfecar Kban, it was faid, proceeded from 
cowardice, and réfentment at Gokuldas 
Kan being joined in the command with 
him {a fource from which the greateft de- 
fiens have often proved abortive.) When 
he retired with his divifion he made the beit 
of his way to De/Sy,,where foon after, “the 
arrival of the unfortunate Ear O'aim, too 
“pope (poke the deftiny of the Emperor 
his Father. 


Some feeble attempts were made to raife 
frefh troops, and put the city in a pofture 
of defence; but the fudden approach of 
Furrukbsir put a period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 
without refiftance. His head was imme- 
diately cut off, and his trunk being fixed up- 
onan elephant, was expofed round the city. 
His Vizir, Zulfecar Khan, was tied by the 
feet to the tail of the fame elephant, and 
dracoed until he expired: a death cruel, 
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and efteemed the mott difhonorable that 
can be infli€ed upon a criminal ; but hardly 
adequate for that minifter who facrifices the 
intereft and caufe of his King to his own 
private refentments. He was little lament- 
ed; for by his mal-adminiftration whilft 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerfal hatred 
of the people. 


Mauz O'din Sebander Shaw, thus falling ue 
a facrifice to love and indolence, Mabom- ,'7 >" 
med Furrukbsir was proclaimed Emperor of ,.4 F 
Indofian without oppofition. The firit acts rukbiir. 
of his government confifted in rewarding 
thofe who had raifed him to the throne: 
He appointed Seyd Abdallah Khan his Vi1- 
zir, and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan his Bu&jhr, 
or Pay-Maiter General, with the title of 
Emir al Omrab; (The Prince of Princes } 
and beftowed upon him the government of 
Deccan fuitably rewarding the other Om- 
rahs that had rendred him fervice. 


But before we enter on the reign of Fur- 
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words 
on the late murdered Emperor Sebander ; 
whofe character very minutely refembled 
that of the unfortunate and licentious Ro- 
aman, Marcus Antontms. 
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He was thought by his father, SAaw As 
dum, the only General capable of repulting 
the dangerous annual invafions of the Bs- 
fuceats, which threatned the Empire on the 
fide of Perfia. Prince Mauz O'din was fent 
againit thele warlike people, at the head of 
the choiceft troops in the Empire, and in a 
continued campaign of five years; he had 
many and fignal battles with the invaders 
that gave him vaft renown, In one of thete, 
when the enemy was intrenched behind a 


{trong and thick wood, on which fide they 


could only be attacked, he cut a paffage 
through the wood, forced their intrench- 
ments {word in hand, and hardly any of the 
enemy ¢efeaped the flaughter. On the par- 
ticulars of this action arriving at court, the 
Emperor his father, gave him the title of 
Prince of the Hatchets, one of the honorary 
fities ever fince given to the firft Prince of 
the bloody. 


His difpofition before he came to the 
throne was fo engaging and amiable, that 
he became the idol of the whole Empure ; 
this drew on him the jealoufy of his father, 
who, to counterbalance his growing influ- 
ence, heaned that partial power and favor 
on his fecond fon Mahonmed Azim (the fa- 
ther of Furruddsir } which enabled him, to 
make the ftand he did againit his brother, 

legal ~ 
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legal right of fucceffion, at the demife of 
Shaw Alfa, as before recited. In fhort, 
if he could be defended from that perh- 
dious ftroke againit his other two brothers, 
and had elcaped the bewitching inares of 
that eaftern Cleopatra, Lolf Kooree, he moit 
probably would have left a more fhining 
character, (and a much more honorable 
one) on the records of fame, than that of 
his grandfather Anring Zebe. 


Loi Koar had the honor of being con- 
demmned for life a prifoner in the royal pri- 
fon, or caltle of Selimeur. Some of her 
bafe relations who had been raifed to places 
of high truit were cut off by the CORNER, 
end others degraded. 


Furrukbsir having obtained the diadem, 
as before related, peace jeemed to be iettled 
in the Empire; but the evil deftiny of that 
Prince forbad its long continuance. During 

this period, the power of the Seyd: grew 
enormous, and left the Emperor chr name 
and trappings of royalty only; they difpofed 
of all important poits by their fole autho-~ 
rity, amatled immenfe wealth, and fequel- 
tered the public revenues to their own pri- 
vate emolument, fecuring thereby the at- 
rps 1g of the principal officers of the 
F Crown, 
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crown, who (with a very few exceptions) 
were intirely devoted to their intereft, 


Furrubbsir very foon faw and felt his 
defpicable ftate of dependance, but could 
not eafily forget how much he owed to the 
{pirited conduct and friendfhip of thefe am- 
bitious brothers ; he patiently fubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored under, 
without meditating any thing againit them, 
the life and crown they had given him he 
knew {till depended too much on their will 
and difpolal; he dreaded their power, which 
indeed was greater than any fubjects in this 
defpotic government can poffefs, with safety 
to their Prince, or indeed than can be con- 
fiftent with his honor. 


Wearied at length, at finding himfelf 
this cypher of a King, he nobly determined 
to free himfelf from the fhackles with which 
he had been bound fo long, by having both 
the brothers affaffinated at the fame time; 
Abdallah Khan at Delby, and Hojfan Ady 
Khan as he was upon his march to his go- 
vernment at Deccan, where he was going 
to difpoflefs Nizam al Muluck. 


A defign fo complicated in its nature, 
could not be carried on without betes com- 
mutvirated 
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municated to many, amongit thefe the Em- 
peror chiefly intrufted and depended on the 
two Omrahs, Kdonderan Khan, and Mbir 
‘fumla, for the execution of it; almoft the 
only two officers about the court, who had 
been neglected by the powerful Seydr- 
Kbondoran was fafpeéted of betraying the 
whole to Addallahb Khan: whether this was 
the fact, is uncertain; but it is very cer- 
tain both the brothers had early intelli 
gence of the defign apain{t them, and de- 
termined to have the itart, by depoling the 
Emperor. 


The Vizir immediately withdrew from 
court, fent exprefs upon exprefs to recal his 
brother, and put himfelf at the head of a 
body of troops, whole commander he was 
by virtue of his poit. 


Furruéésir finding his intentions againit 
the Seyds diicovered, had recourfe to difli- 
mulation; he fent his mother to the Vizir; 
charged with his folemn proteftations of 
the falthood of the information the Vizir 
had received, and with profeffions of in- 
violable friendfhip and affcétion, intreating 
that he would return to court ane contra- 
dict any advices he might have difpatched 
to his brother. 


6 D The 


The Vizir having no room. to doubt of 
his intelligence of the Emperor's projeéted 
allaffination, returned for anfwer, That, as 
amark of the fincerity of his profefiions, 
he fhould diftharge his guards and fervants, 
and fubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi- 
zir, fhould think proper to place about him. 
This hard condition the Emperor abjectly 
and unadvifedly confented to, and the Vi- 
vir, contented with this fecurity, waited 
the arrival of his brother, without proceed. 
ing further. Thefe events fell out about 
the beginning of the year 1719. 


Seyd Heffan li Khan returned at the 
head of a ftrong body of horie, immediately 
on the receipt of his brother's letters, and 
drtived at De/by the 14th of February 1719, 
where after 4 fhort conference with the Vi- 
gir, and Ajeet Singh {Mahab Rajab, and 
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with 
feveral principal Omrahs, they all proceed- 
ed°to the apartment of uring Zebe's 
daughter ini the caftle of Sedimeur, and de- 
manded the delivery ot Raffel al Diryjaat, 
(fon of Rajfeeil al Kaddr, third fon of Babadr 
Shaw) a youth about 17 years of age, pro- 
claimed him Emperor of Indofan, and 


fwore allegiance to him. 
Nie 
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Proceeding thence to the palace with fant 
their new King, as foon as they came into Ruptels al 
the prefence of Furrukbsir, the Seyatr up Dirjaar, 

raided him with periidy and inpratitude, 
and Ajeet Singh with the breach of his cow 
ronation oath, in impofing the Jeferah for 
poll tax) upon the Hindsos: they then di- 
velted him of his fword, and enfigns of 
royalty, and with little ceremony informed 
him they -had raifed Raffeeil Dirjaat to the 
throne, to whom they forced him to pay 
obeifance, and then imprifoned him in a 
tower over the principal gate of the citadel, 


The day after hisimprifonment-he was mi- 
| ferably deprived of his fight ; on the fecond 
day, he attempted to finith his torments by a 
dofe of poifon, but it proved ineffectual; on 
the third day, the Vizir fent executioners to 
itrangle him; but foon as he felt the cord 
about his neck (itil! wretchedly defirous of 
life he interpofed hishands and forcibly broke 
it, dragging on thasa miferable being until 
the next day, the asth of February 4719, 
when he was at lait itrangled, after a reign of 
little more than four years; Mr. Frafer fays 
leven, but this cannot be - for, by his own 
thewing, Muring Zebe deceafed in the begin- 
ning of the year 1707, his ton, Shaw Allum, 
‘cigned fig years, that is, to the beginning of 
the year 17133. Furraddsiy was murdered in 
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the beginning of the year 1719, fo that if 
his fuccefiion had been uninterrupted, it 
could have been no more than fix years; 
but the intervening reign of his uncle, Maxx 
O'din “febandar Shau, who fat on the 
throne 18 months, reduces the reign of Fur- 
rukbsir to four years.and fix months. 


The Seyds finding they had miftaken the 
genius of the young Emperor Drrjcat, 
(whom they had raifed to the throne in pre- 
ference to his elder brother Rafceil al Dow- 
jat, 23 judging his youth would be more 

Ae {abfervient to their views) took him off by 
Raju afpoulon, when he had reigned about three 
Derwlat. months, and raifed.to the throne his eldelt i 
Siew J+ brother, juft abovementioned, who affumed 

| the ftile and title of Shaw ‘feban, (King of 
the Werld.} 


The brothers, intoxicated with their ex- 
cefs of power, began by various acts of 
oppreflion to create themfelves enemits 
from all quarters, the univerfal hatred of 
the people for their repeated murders, co- 
operating with the envy of the principal Re- 
jaks and Omrabs, (who could endure ne 
longer tofecthe Seyar engrols wholly a power 
and authority in the Empire, which they 
themfelves wanted a fhare in) powerful 
party was now formed apainit thy. « 
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At the head of this confederacy were Sa- 
wee “feet Singh, (more commonly known 
by the name of Rajah “fay Singh} Gopaul 
Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy, all 
puiilant Rajahs ; the iirft named bemg he- 
reditary governor of the fortrefs of 4gra— 
Here it 1s in point that we recite an anec- 
dote of this empire, which is not generally 
known. 


When the Hindeo Rajahs or Princes of 
Indofian fubmitted to Tamerfane, t was on 
thee capital ftipulations : That the Empe- 
rors fhould marry @ daughter of Rajab ‘feet 
Singé's houle ; that the head of this houle 
fhould be, in perpetuity, governors of the 
citadel of Agra, and anoint the King at his 
coronation ; and, that the Emperors fhould 
never impofe the jeflerah (or poll tax) upon 
the Hedoos. We beg leave to apologize 
for this (as we thought) neceflary digtetiion, 
and proceed. 


Thefe three powerful RSaafipeat Rajads, 
with fome difcontented Omraés, withdrew 
themfelves, and affembled together in the 
neighbourhood of sfgra; and on the firit 
intelligence of the murder of Rafees! Dir- 
jaat, veleafed (from a forty years imprifon- 
ment in, the cattle of Agra} Nicosir, a ion 
_of the ereat Ekbbar, and proclaimed him 
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Emperor ; and raifed a refpectable army to 
fupport their eleion againft that of the 
Seyds in favor of Shaw ‘Yeban. 


On the firft notice of this formidable 
competitor, Seyd Hoflon A Khan was dif 
patched at the head of forty thoufand horle 
towards Agra and was met within four 
miles of that city by Nicosir's forces, under. 
the command of ject Strgh; who putting 
himielf at the head of lis Rbaafepoots, in- 
trepidly charged Seyd Hojjan Aly Khan's 
army: along and bloody confié eniued, 
wherein ati daft Nicorr's forces began to 
give way, when the Rébaafepoots, by the 
example of their Rajah Ycet Singh, difplay- 
ing the yellow fearf, {the Réaafepoots fienal 
for conquedt or death) the battle had a fud~ 
den turn; Hafan Aly Khan's troops, ftruck 
with terror at feeing that dreaded fignal, 
and the fury with which the Rédaafepoors re- 
turned to the charge, foon turned their 
backs and fled, difregarding as well the he- 
roic example, as menaces of their General, 
who finding all endeavours to rally them 
fruitlefs, made the bef retreat he could with 
them, : 

Shaw feban witlely prohting by the er- 
ror, which had proved fatal to Mays 0’ airy, 
ina htuation fimilar to his own, immediate] 


rook the held with the Vizir Seyd Abdallad 
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Khan, and with a large and choice army 
marched to fupport and re-inforce Seyd 
Hoffan Ali Khan. 


This General in his retreat, or rather 
Right, had been vigoroully purfaed by Ra- 
jab Feet Singh, and his nominal Emperor 
| Nicesir, follicttous, if pofiible, to prevent 
his union with Sdaw Feban and his bro- 
ther, who were (they had learned) on their 
march to his fuccour.—In this judicious 
intention they failed, for Hafan Ali Khan 
with his beaten troops joined the Em ror 
before the Rajah could overtake him: 
both armies being greatly harrafled with 
their fevere Le, fe the decifive ‘battle, 
which was to determine the poffettion of 
this mighty Empire, was delayed until the 
next day. 


Rojan A Khan, it was faid, felected 
the evening before the battle, a body of 
2000 horit, compofed all of fubaltern offi- 
cers; to whom he gave {tric command, that 
they fhould pay regard to nothing elfe in the 
approaching engagement, but the cutting 

oft or taking pritoner Nycosir, ar “feet Sing. 


The battle began foon after fun-rife the 
next riérning, and was fought with in- 
creaible fury and obftinacy, for the “ge 
= oO! 


D4 


( 40 ) 

of three hours; but at length the party 
abovementioned fo well executed what they 
had in charge, that they took Nyeosir pri- 
foner, which being immediately known to 
his party, they were foon after defeated, or 
rather retreated ; for in thefe eaftern battles; 
if the principal on either fide is killed or 
taken prifoner, there is an end generally to 
the conteit. The iffue of this battle, 
which was fought about the middle of “fuze 
1719, on the plains of Farteaded, put 
Shaw Feban in tranquil poffeflion of the 
Empire. « 


The Emperor gave Nicosir the choice of 
death, or lofs of fart he preferred the lat- 
ter, which was eat on him in the 
field of battle, and then was conducted back 
to his prifon at Agra; a melancholy victim 
to the ambition of others, 


Savagee ‘fect Singh, with a felect body 
of A Paalehost by a well condutted retreat 
recovered Agra, and was foon after recon- 
ciled to the King and admitted to favour, 
conformable to the iteady policy of this go- 
vérnment, in keeping a food underitanding 
with the principal Rajahs, arid more efpe~ 
cially with the 4ead of this houfe, who is 
ever capable of raifing and fomenting.a very 
formidable party, upon any intended’ revo- 
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lution in this defpotic and precarious mo- 
narchy. 


Shaw ‘feban lived not long to enjoy his 
high dignity, for he deceafed by a natural 
death, foon after his return to Deiby, to- 
wards the latter end of the year 1719. 
Happy! we may fay, in having made this . 
quiet and eafy exit; for had he difcovered 
a with to make himlelf a King indeed, at 19 
more than probable he would have fhared 
the Gme fate with his three predecefiors. 


His death for fome days was concealed 
by the fingular addrefs of the Sepdr; anc 
Hoffan Ali Khan, on the night o ' the day 
that Shaw ‘Sehan deceafed, privately fet 
out with a {mall but &leét party of horfe 
for Agra, where he publifhed his death ; 
and with the participation of the Mbaabaé 
Rajah, Savajee Feet Singh immediately pro- 
chimed Mabommed Shaw, Emperor of In- 
doflan ; who was by the Rajah anointed ac- 
cordingly, Mabomacd Shaw was the only 
fon of KAoifas ALkter before mentioned, 
the youngeit fon of Shaw Ailem, Soon 
after, the Vizir and the other great officers 
of the crown arrived at Agra to pay their 
fubotifiion to the new Emperor, and were 


all coafirmed in their potts, 
Ma- 
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Mabommed Shaw was foon convinced, 
by the firft movements of the Seyds, that 
though he was raifed to the poifefiion of the 
enfigns and exteriors of royalty, he was in 
effect little better than a prifoner of ftate, 
whilft the two brothers exercifed the un- 
controuled authority they had fo long and 
fuccetsfully ufurped. He did not want 
Courage, but plainly faw their power was 
too great to be attacked by open ferce; he 
therefore wifely, for fome time, diflembled 
his fentiments and relentments, until he 
could form a proper judgment who amongit 
thre Omrahs and officers were truft worthy, 
and in whom he could with fafety to him- 
felf put a perfect confidence, 


It was not long before his penetration 
pointed out the perfons he fought for; Ma- 
fommed Amin Khan, Heydr Kuli Khan, and 
Kondoran, all Omrahs of the firft rank, he 
was Well affured, were inveterate though 
concealed enemiesto the Seyis; to thete Oin- 
rahs therefore ke eeaed to open himielf, 
about the middle of September 1720, and 
moit pathetically lamented his abject de- 
pendant ftate, under she tyranny of the Seyds, 
imploring their affiftance to extricate and 
frechim, themifelyes, and his people, from 


their ufurped power. 
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This overture from the Emperor met 
with a warm reception from the Omrahs; 
they {wore fidelity to him, and he, on his 
part, {wore that Mabommed Amim Khan 
(hould fucceed to the Vizirut ; Kécndoran to 
the Méir Bukbfpi, and be created Emlur af 
Omrab; and that Heydr Kuli Kban, (who 
was at this time General of the Ordnance) 
fhould obtain the Soubahdary of Admeda- 
bad, 


Thefe preliminaries fettled, and the fide- 
lity of thefe Omrahs fecured more by 
making it their own interefted caule, than 
from any attachment to the royal family, 
a favourable occafion was only wanting ; 
and the Seyd themfelves contributed in fome 
degree to their own downfal,—for now the 
meafure of their iniquity was full,—too 
long had they reigned the oppreffors of their 
Kings, and of the people. 


The firft aé&t of the Seyd: power after 
the acceflion of Mabammed Shaw, was to 
oblige him to declare Nizam af Muluck a 
traytor, and demand his appearance at 
court. 


Nizam had been long obnoxious to the 
Seyds: the infurrection railed by Rayab ‘feet 
Sigh ‘in favour of Nicasir, had prevented 
3 thejr 
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thelr looking towards him fooner; but 
now, having fixed Madontard Shaw on the 
throne, they determined to fupprefs him, 


Nisam, well knowing there was no me- 
dium between death and the jealouly of the 
Seyds, in place of pzyine obedience to the 
royal mandate, killed the guribardars (méf- 
fengers) that brought it; advanced from 
his government of Afafva to Exzgon, where 
he feized the royal treafure; from thence 
he penetrated inta Deccan, the government 
Of Serd Hojffan “Ak Khan, duacked the ca- 

ital of the province and took it, allumed 
the Soubsthip, and’ fending Ais Niabs, of 
deputy governors to every part, difplaced 
thofe of Hefan Ali Khan, and treated even 
his women with great indignities: After 
thefe exploits (to which it was faid he was 
privately infitgated by the Emperor, pur- 
polely to exalperate the Seyds) he wrote the 
moft fubmifiive letter to the Emperor, exte- 
huating and palliating the neceifity of a 
conduct, to which the tyranny and injuf- 
tice of the Srydr had drove him. | 


On news of the outrages’ committed 
by Nizam in the Deccan, the Emperor put 
on a well diflembled rage, and fwore by 
PMabome? he would take the field againit the 
rébel himiclf. This refolution wes the refult 

of 
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of a private canference with his affociated 
Omrahs, it being judged the firtk neceflary 
ftep for the redaction of thefe dangerous 
brothers, was to feparate them ; accordingly 
the Emperor ordered the Vizar Seyd Atdal- 
lab Khan to return to Deldy, to fuperintend 
the civil adminiftration, and preferve the 
peace of that city dunng his abfence ; and 
himielf, with Seyd Hojan Als Khan, and 
the reft of the Omrahs, took the field on 
the 28th of September 1720, with 2 royal 
and puiffant army, for the pretended re- 
duétion of the rebel Nizam al Muius. 


The Emperor made along march that 
day towards Deccan, and encamped late in 
the evening; here the means for ailafli- 
nating Seyd Hojfan Ah Koban were adjutted 
hy the three Omrahs, to whom the King 
left the execution of this important event - 
they found it neceflary now to difcover their 
eles to feveral other Omrahs, who they 
- knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds, 
and wereasiuveterateas themiclves. Amongit 
thele, one Hyddr Aoan, 4 fmall Muntfub- 
dar of diftinguifhed courage, ws pitched 
upon to perpetrate the deed, andas the at- 
tempt mult be attended with apparent ha- 
gard to Hlyddr Kobaz, Mabommed Artin 
Khan, and Heydr Kutt Khan, to cacou- 
rage him, folemnly engaged to be at hand 

with 
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with a iclect party to refcue him from thé 
rage of Hoffan Aly Khan's followers. 


Early the next morning the fignal was 
made for decamping, and Seyd FHoffan went 
into the Emperor's tent to pay his obeifance 
and receive his orders ; all the Omrahé 
and officers, a3 cuftomary, were round his 
tent; oe Aban placed Himtelf at the 
door with a petition in His hand - as {oon as 
Seyd Hoffan came out of his tent, and had 
feated himéelf in his pallenkeen, Hiyddy- 
Khan prefented his petetion, and whilit Seva 
Hoffan was attentively peruting it, theaflaflin 
itabbed him with his eke, (dagger) be- 
tween the neck and collar bone, of which 
wound he inftantly expired. 


Notwithfanding the folemn cheagement 
torelcue Ayditr Khan, it was jodged expe- 
“dient to facrifice this daring man, that his 
death might blunt and fatiate in fome mea- 
fore the wrath of thot ruards who were in 
Immediate attendance on the General's per- 
fon, by whom fyddr Khan was affaulted 
with the utmoft fury, and though, draw- 
ing his tcymiter, he defended himfelf with 
attonithing bravery for fome time, yet over- 
powered by numbers he was cut to pieces ; 
yet the tumule railed about the body did 
Bot ceale, until Mahommed timim Khan, 
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Kondsran, Hyadr Kuli Khan, and their 
troops came up to quell it; the Emperor 
mounting his elephant and caufing procla- 
mation to be made to the army, that the 
Eméir af Omradb was killed by his order, the 
confufion fublided ; except in one quarter, 
where five thoufand troops, commanded by | 
‘Jierait Khan, nephew to the deceafed Ge- 
neral, breathed nothing but revenge: be- 
tween thefe and the royal troops a ¢harp 
condict enfued, in which many were killed 
(on both fides) amongft whom was a fon of 
Mahommed dimin Khan; but ara ihan 
falling by an arrow difcharged by the King, 
- (who it was faid emptied three quivers in 
the engagement) the reft called for quarter. 


The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 
Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban, fat upon his elephant 
and faw the foldiers, by his permiifion, 
plunder it of a khorore of Rupees; the 
jewels found there to an equal amount were 
appropriated to his own ule. 


Mahomed Shaw, fenfible that but half 
the work was done, whilit Seyd Abdallah 
Kéan farvived, immediately directed his 
march towards De/éy, declaring Mubomemed 
fimim Kban Vizir, and Kdhondoran, Eméir 
ai Omrah. 

-s dib- 


Abdallah Khan was not far from Dethy, 
when an exprefs from Fieratt Kéan over- 
took him, advifing him of the tragical 
deathof his brother ; he faw his own danger, 
and inilantly difpatched a trufty officer with 
a party of horic to-that city, with orders to 
return immediately with Saftaz Tbrabim, 
younger brother of the Emperor's, Raffeeil 
al Dirjzat, and Rafceil al Dowlat. The 
officer executed his commiffion with great 
celerity, and being returned with- Su/tan 
dérabim, Abdallah proclaimed that young 
Prince Emperor of Jndafan; then putting 
himfelf at the head of a numerous army, 
he marched back to meet Mabommed Shaw. 


The two armies met the latter end of 
Odlober, Anna iz20, and a bloody battle 
enfued : Widlsry ftood doubtful a long time 
to which the fhould give the day; but 
when 4ds/a6 was on the verge of fnatch- 
ing a certain conqueft, a feafonable re-jn- 
forcement turned the iffue in favor of the 
Emperor ; for duting the heat of the en- 
gagement Drababadr (nephew of Chrvatram 
Governor of E/vaéas) arrived with a freth 
body of troops; thefe affaulting the rear and 
flank of édcfleh's army with the greateft 
intrepidity, a total defeat and rout foon fol+ 
lowed. Seyd Abdallah Khan was taken pri- 
loner; the Emperor {pared his life; in con- 

fideration 
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fideration of his owing him the crown he 
wore, but condemned him to perpetual 
imprifonment (as recited more minutel by 
Mr. Frafer) tequeftring his vait poffefions 
and wealth to his own ufe, 


Thus fell the Szydr Aisfan Alt Khan, 
and dalla Khan, by a reverte of fortune 
too commen to be very remarkable; the 
wonder is! that they fhould have main- 
tained themfelves fo long (in this defpotic 
and violent government) in a depree of aly- 
folute power and authority, hardly equalled 
in ftory, and that during the reigns of five 
fucceiiive Emperors, four of whom they 
themfelver had placed upon the throne. 


The lait decifive ftroke put Mahommed 
S4aw into the quiet poflefion of the Em- 
pire of Indoflan. A long peace enfued, 
and the Emperor gave a loofe to the in- 
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which 
centered only tn the exceffive ule of wine, 
women, and hunting ; to every thing elfé he 
became regardleis; the reins of govern- 
ment in time flackened, confufion in the 
Empire followed ; every Omrab was plan- 
ing for himfeif, and none thought of the 
publ, Thefe univerial diferders endange- 
red, in conlequence, the deals and well 
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being of the fate ; and paved the way 
for the invafion of the Empire by Nadir 
Shaw in the year 1738 (fo accurately invel- 
tigated by Mr. Prafer/ brought about by 
the intrigues of Nyxam al Mufluck. ‘This 
minifter after the reduction of the Seyds 
was foon. taken into favor, and confirmed 
in the government of Deccan, or rather 
maintained himfelf there by his own 
ftrength, 25 an independant sib 


My readers will eafily perceive, that in 
the foregoing recital } have followed the 
thread of Mr. Frafer’s, concile narrative; 
and have only deviated from him in. thole 
parts, where my materials afforded me 
fuller intelligence, and in variety of trant- 
ations which he (obvioully) thought lay 
out of the w ray OF his maze- -ohiedd ;, his 
intention being yery evidently no more, 
han to give a connected catalogue of the 
Mogalls from Yirur Lives, ({Temariam,) 
and at the fame time convey a flight view 
of the progreflive tate and condition of the 
Empire of Indeflan, as necellarily prepsra- 
tive to the period of Nadir Shaw's invation 
of it, without embarrafling himisif with 
any more of the particular circum{tances 
attending the luceeffions, than were con- 
filtent with, and immediately in“peint to 
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his defien, All that I with or hope for 
from fas production is, that it may be 
efteemed an iluftratioh only of that mge- 
nious and learned gentleman's work, com- 
prifed within the pace, from Auring. Zebe's 
demife to the redu@tion of the Seydr- 
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CHAP, II, 


Tranfadhions in the Subahdary of Bengal, 
from the year 1717 to the year 1750, 
rnclupve, 


UR prefent fubject calls us back to 
() the reign of Furrukhsir, when Feffir 
Kéan, an Omrah of preat confideration and 
intercft at court, ruled thefe provinces with 
a rod of iron. His name to this day is 
remembered with deteftation 3; to fill his 
coffers, he inflicted the moft cruel punifh- 
ments on the Rayahs and Zimindurs, by 
Ways and means unheard of, and unknown, 
but in this Eaftern government: he alio 
highly opprefled the Europeans fettled in 
thefé parts; yet, notwithitanding his very 
inal-adiminiftration, he had the addref§ to 
obtain the governments of Baher and 
Origa, united with that of Bengal in his 
perfon, which ever before had been diftind 
end jeparate Nabobthips, 
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With this new acquilition of power, he 
removed from Dacca, which, until that 
time, had been the chief refidence of the 
Soubahs, to Morfhadabad, which city now 
became the capita! of the provinces. 


Vafir K5an had a favourite daughter, 
whom he married to Sewah Khan, a native 
of Defby of fome diftinction; this perfon 
was appointed Nraé, or deputy governor of 
Orijfia, when Faffir Khan changed the feat 
of his chief refidence, and quitted Dacca, 


Soxjab Khan, by his marriage with the 
Soubah’s daughter, had two fons born to 
him, the eldeft named Mahommed Tukbee 
Khan, the younger Suffraaz Khan. ‘The 
frit had conftantly refided with his father 
at Cuttack the capital of Oriffa, and the 
other with his grandfather at Morfhadabad. 


Safir Khan's fondnefs for Sufraaz 2 


Khan was fo prevalent, that when hé ob- 
tained an order from court for Senjab 
Kéan’s fucceeding him in the Soubahthip, 
he procured at the fame time Sujffraaz 
Khan to be appointed King’s Dewan of the 
provinces, in prejudice to the jult preten- 
fions of his elder brother Madommmed Tukhee 
Kiger? 
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This ill-jndged mark of affection and 
preference in the old Sovbae, was the caule 
of declared and unabating enmity between 
the two brothers; though fds effect, pro- 
bably without ¢4af ceufé, would have na- 
turally refalted from the ditterence of their 
genius and difpolitions, actuated by the dif- 
ferent examples they had long before them, 
in the father, and grandfather. ——Sonjah 
Koban was bold, mgid in government, but 
withal complaifant and aftectionate.—Ma- 
homered ‘Tukbee Khan was brave and gene- 
rous, deli¢hting in the exercifes of a foldier 
and the art of war.—‘fajfir Khaw was 
inveterate, avaritious, and a monfter of 
cruclty.— Sefraas Koon was impetuous, 
overbearing and vindictive; and°as he had 
been a itranger to contradiction from his 
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear it in the leaft degree, even 
from the mouth of wildom, | 


In the year 1725 “faffir Khan deceafed, 
to the geperal joy of the provinces, and 
Seujah Kan, hattening to the capital, took 
upon him the government; in the journey he 
wasaceompaated by Afasomund Tukbee Kban. 


When the brothers met, the embers of 
diigolt-and hatred, which had been only 
fgthered by abfence, now burit into a 

flame, 
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flame, that had well nigh confumed them 
both, had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubah interpofed, who finding it 
impoilible to accomplifh. a reconciliation 
between them, réfolved to part them; and 
imihediately appointed Mabemmed Tukber 
Khan, his Nisb of OFifa, with orders to 
ft out the next’ day for his government. 
There in afew months he died univerfaily 
jamented. Bis death gave his father the 
deepeft forrow, for he loved him with a juit 
and truely paternal tenderneds. 


On Seujah Kéan's faccellion to the go- 
vernment, he réléafed all the Rajahs and 
Fomindars that had been imprifoned by his 
father-in-law ; and eafed them of fundry 
heavy taxes and impofitions, that they had 
been loaded with; calling them all before 
him, hé enjoined them to attend carefully 
to the ebltivation of their lands, and the 
imptoverrient of the manufactures: ee 
theni that in future they fhould be exemp 
from the feverities they had fuffered under 
his predecefiors; reminding them, that a5 
they themfelves had Jong felt the hand of 
opprefion ; he depended it would be a lei- 
fon to them, not to opprefs the semants de- 
pendant on them : then with a peremptory 
tone telling thém, that if any were found 
deficient im their annual payments, their 
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lands fhould be taken from them, and piven 


ta others; he gracioufly diimiffed them to 
their refpective diftri¢ts, 


Sowah Khan taking into confideration the 
{mall ftanding force of the provinces, that 
unul his time never exceeded the number 
of five or fix hundred horfe, determined to 
enlarge it te as many thoufands, which he 
foon accomplithed. “He then made fundry 
regulations refpeGting the trade of the pro- 
vinces, both inland and foreign ; calling 
his eyes particularlyon the Europeans: and 
attentive that they thould not clandettinely 
partake of greater immunities and advan- 
tages, than the termes of their fhirmaunds, 
Of grants, gave them a title to. 


To this end, he encreafed the number 
of Chowéee's (or places for the receipts of 
cultoms) to twenty, upon the feveral rivers, 
whereas before his government there were 
only fps, Buxjh Bundar, and Azimgunge. 


This wife and folid conduct, had it’s natu- 
raland proper effects, the provinces fon wore 
a different face, commerce and manufactures 
flourithed, and in a very few years he was 
enabled greatly to increate the royal] revenue, 
and Ripulate to pay into the royal trealury 
annually, one AA4orere, one Lac, one thou- 
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fand one hundred and one feca Rupees, 
over and above forty Lacs of Rupees, an- 
nually remitted to court, to different Onr- 
rabs refidigg there, om account ‘of | their 
Fagtir lands ; in confequence, his intereft 
at court was firengthened, himflelf efta- 
blifhed in his government, and the fuccef 
fion by gran? fecured in his family. 


Having brought the Soubah Seneh 
Kéan to this happy and honourable period, 
and given a general view of the dtate of 
thefe opulent provinces; we next propofe 
to trace the caufes, circumftances, and pro- 
greis of an extraordinary ulurpation of this 
government, in the beginning of the year 
1742. 


Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati- 
tude, treachery and violence of two artful 
adventurers, were the feemingly apparent 


cauies of this ufurpation; yet without ~ 


other co-cperating imeidents, thofe (too 
common fuccelsful auxiliaries in the inva+ 
fion of right) would have proyed inef- 
fectual. 


The fecret fprings of the juli mentioned 
co-operating incidents, were known but ta 
few ; and we venture to aver, were never 
put together before the penning of the 
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manufcripts, A. D, 1750, alladed to in the 
preliminary difcourfe to this work, from 
which manuicript the author of the Reflec- 
tions, as before remarked, difingenuoutly 
took as his own, what he calls his“ Short 
“ {ketch of the hiftory of Reaga/, from 
* the year 1739 to the year 1750 *.”: 


Aliverdi Khan and Hodjee Hamet, were 
brothers, natives of Yarfary, and fol- 
lowers of fortune. In this purfuit they 
arrived at the court of De/Sy, about 


the year 1721, and put themielves under 


the protection of the then Vizir Kdandoran, 
In their genius and qualifications they dif- 
fered extreamly; the elder, Hodjee Hamers 
was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
difpolition, well {killed in political learning, 
_ a profound judge of the hatere of 
mankind ;, with t4e/2 talents, he potlefied 
not a fingle moral principle capable of im- 
peding ¢dem in their full career, and there- 
fore became cvery way qualihed for the 
traniactions of fis Eajiern (or indeed any 
other) court. 


* Reciting the ime chain of fatts os they Rand in 
the manuifcript, with littl variation, except the poor 
difeuite of here and chere a diiferent mode of cxprel- 
fien. interfperfed wikia a few grite refleciens, whieh are 
purely his own, We'ipought this note highly necefiary, 
Jefe we frould incur the undeferved cenfure of peiail- 
ing at fecond hari the labors of another. 
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Aliverdi Khan was bold and daring, bred 
to arms, and {killed in all the duties of a 
foldier, enterprifing, of ready underftand- 
ing, and naturally virtuous and honorable, 
until theft amiable qualities were perverted 
and fubdued, by the inftirations and evil 
counfels of his brother, and his other ta- 
lents made fubfervient to Hamet’s ambitious 
views of aggrandiling their ob{cure family. 


Hodjee acquired this ticle from’ his hav- 
ing in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
Hedge, {or the tomb of Mabemmed at 
Mecca) a duty which the Adoran impofes 
on every Muffelman once in his life, either 
In perfon oF by proxy 5 and he who per- 
forms it in perion, thereby obtains for life 
the honorary appellation of Hoajee, and is 
much reverenced by the true believers in. 
their prophet. 


It has been confidently aflerted, and &s 
currently believed im Lengel, that Alder 
Hamet had been préferred at De/dy, to the 
polt of maiter, or keeper of the crown 
jewels ; with the moit yiluable of which 
it was faid he eloped, and afterwards fanc- 
tified this theft by a pilgrimage to Mevea; 
but upon the ftricteft enquiry we pronounce 
this report an alperfion of his enemies, 
having the beft euthority for faying neither 
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of the brothers appeared at court before 
the year 1721 :—but the improbabiliry of 
the fact {peaks it a calamny—their origi- 
nal oblcurity is allowed on all hands; can 
it then poffibly gain credit, that either of 
them fhould be preferred to a poft, which 
is ulually beftowed on one of the frit Om- 
rahs of the Empire? 


But if we fhould admit (what alfo has 
been afferted) that Hodee was for a fhort 
{pace in the fervice of the deeper of the 
crown jewels, and might have it in his 
eet toe commit the theit alledged againit 

im; yet the fact remains equally impro- 
bable; for can it be believed that after fo 
atrocious a crime, both the brothers fhould 
obtain the patronage and recommendation of 
Kbondoran?— Which they certainly brought 
with them to Cuttae (the refidence of the 
Nabob Souja Kban) Anno 1722, 


On their arrival, they were taken into 
the fervice of Souja Dowse, as immediate 
attendants on his perfon ; Hedjee in capacity 
of his firft Kiffemtgar (or valet} and A/r- 
werd, his Chilean Purdear (drefler or rather 
keeper of his fmoaking Pipe) with the ad- 
ditional pay and denomination of a feapoy 
or foot foldier, , 

Their 
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Their rife from thefe menial {tations was 
rapid, but not aftonifhing in a country 
where fuperior talents ever make their way 
to ipeedy prometion.—The Nabob very 
foon difcovered in Hoajee an extenfive ge- 
nius and underitanding in men and things; 
and Hedjee as foon found out the great, and 
almolt only forble of his matter; which was 
an ungovernable appetite “for wariety of 
women. 


Hodjee benefited himéelf of this ruling 
paffion, and by indefatigable attention and 
induftry out-ran even the Nabob'’s defires 
—the compiler of rhe Reflections fays, 
Hodjee proftituted, * and made a facrifice 
‘of his own daughter to his miafter’s 
« Joit:” we confefs we never heard of it 
before; bethis as it may, it is moft certain 
that Afedjer by indulging and feeding this 
paition, quickly gained an afcendant over 
his mafter, and had the difpofal of all 
places of {mall importance; and as he was 
obferved to be the growing favourite, all 
fuits and petitions were preferred through 
his mediation, | 


Aliverd? Khan's extraordinary mulitary 
genius did not eftape his mafter’s notice ; 
he was foon promoted to be “frmmantder 
of the Nabob’s foot guards, and not long 

after 
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after preferred to a command of horfe at 
the interceffion of his brother—The ruling 
patiion of Hadjer, was an unbounded thirit 
of nches; but whilit he labored to extend 
his influence over his matter, as conducive 
to the fatisfyime this vice, he was ever 
watchful and attentive, that his brother's 
imnferett went hand in hand with his own. 


To thefe ends he daily made himfelf 
more and more ufeful to Sowes Khan, and 
being well verfed in the arts of financing, 
and the invention of ways and means, his 
importance was confirmed: (this being the 
moit ufeful and effential duty of a minifter 
in the Ha/?,as well as in the We.) He was 
alio an exguifite and penetrating /py upon 
the actions of all the Niabs and other offi- 
cers employed under the Nabob, with 
whom he fecretly planted his own emiffa- 
ries, 16 that nothing was tranfacted in any 
part of the province of Orga, that his 
maiter had not the molt carly intelligence 
of. 


_ The government of Jndajian is perhaps 
the only government in the world, where 
the character of a J/py is not attended with 
reproach and infamy; here it is dignificd 
and honourable. The Emperor and all the 
Sdubahs of the provinces entertain an offi- 
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cer with this title, who is always a perfon 
of confideration; but Itke Swen he is more 
generally feared than loved. fedjer pof- 
fefled not the title of the Nabob's Mrecer- 
nah, (fpy) but he virtually was fo, and by 
this practice, did not a little gain upon his 
mafter's confidence, and thereby fmoothed 


the way to defiens, which about this ame,’ 


Aang 1724, began to open upon him; 


though he yet concealed them even’ from: 


his brother. 


The influence and: power of the two 
brothers acquired new ftrength every day, 
in fuch fort, that at the clole of this year 
they had) gained a full dominion over the 
actions and.inclinations of the Nabob; 
who at this period fucceeded to the govern- 
ment of the three provinces by the demiic 
of the Soubah ‘fafir Koben, as before re- 
cited in the former part of this chapter : 
the brothers attended him to the capital, 
where the feene of action became enlarged 
and more adequate to their different, 
though: equally enterprizing {pirits. Heder 
Hamet was {oon declared prime minifter, 
and J4ircverd? promoted to a command of 
horic of the firit diitinétien. 


The frit judicious movements made by 
Seujah Khan on his coming to the Sou- 
bahihip, 
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bahfhip, {already recorded) were it was {aid 


the refult of the falatary councils of Hodjee 


Hamei.— But if we admit the fa&, let us 
not too haitily conclude that this advice 
flowed from any principle of affection to 
his mafter, or regard to his honor, or from 
a commileration of the fuitering Rajadbs; 
no, theie worthy confiderations were foreign 
to his heart, as appeared from the whole 
tenor of his future conduct: the moderate 
councils and meafures adopted by the Sou- 
bah, raifed the credit of the sniffer only, 
who (by reports of his emiffaries difperfed 
about the city and country) had the fole 
honor of a clemency ftri¢tly due to the Son- 
bah’s goodnels of heart, and averfion to 
the practices of his predeceffor. 


The minifter by this artful procedure 
gained many friends, and by fecret ftipula- 
tions with the cnlarged Rajahs, he filled his 
own coffers, to the injury of the public 
revenue. In the degree that the minifter 
gained credit and influence in the provinces 
—the Soubeh funk in the opinion of the 
pecple (a very natural confequence) and 
retting fecure in the {uppofed integrity and 
extenfive abilities of Hfodtee Flamet, he 
abandoned tien/cifto the full enjoyment of 
his ruding paficn, and the povernmest to the 
abfolute difpofal of the minifter, who with- 
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cut controul, put in, put out, removed, 
difplaced and preferred to every poft of 
profit, whomfoever he pleafed, and by this 
trafic ~foon acquired immenfe wealth: 
taking care to keep his mafter buried in 
fenfuality, till fupplying the flame that had 
poflefion of him with frefh fewel; ran- 
facking the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the molt beautiful 
women that could be procured to anfwer 
his purpofes ; and it was confidently (and 
we believe truely) faid, that he carried his 
panderifm fo far, as never to appear at the 
Ssoubah’s noéturnal levee, without fome- 
thing of this kind in his hand, formed to 
attract and engage his attention. 


Whillt Hodjee Hamet was thus employed 
in eftablifhing his own power and fortune, 
and blinding the Soubah during the &Grft 
three or four, years of his government; 
his brother J/verd! Khan began to think 
himfelf neglected; but Hedjex foon eon- 
vinced him of his mittake, 


Hitherto Aviverdi had not in his own 
perion acquired any confiderable luftre, 
except from the light thrown upon it by 
reflection, from his brether being the mi- 
nifter; in*his military capacity he had a 
few opportunities given him of fhining 

F alone, 


Anne 
1720s 


( 66) 


alone, both at Onffa and Bengal, juft ful- 
ficient to gain the belief of his being an 
intrepid officer: but now the time was 
come to bring his talents upon the ftage in 
4 more conipicuous view, an occalion offer- 
ing for which his brother had with ampa- 
ticnce long waited. 


Having for fome time loft fight of the 
Soubah's only furviving fon Sujfreaz Kian, 
we here think it neceffary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, by a flight 
mention of him; his character has been 


already delineated, he poffefied the polt of — 


King's Dewan, by appointeient from court, 
and was fucceilor apparent to the Soubah- 
fhip; he had long looked with an evil cye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Hodjee Hamet, which he thought became 
preznant with danger, both to his father 


and himfelf—but he had not the means of 


reducing it; the wnpetuofity of his temper 
burit forth fometimes in abufes, in infulte 
to the minifter, who bore thera with pa- 
tient fubmiffion, but heavy refentment from 
the Soubah againit his ion always follow- 
ed fuch abule. The crafty Moder trealured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec- 
koning; he daily inflilled into the ears of 
the Soubah the many extravatancies his 
fon was guilty of, which had too much 

| truth 


| 


( 67 ) 


truth for their foundation; but if-that had — 


not been the cafe, the Soubah was too ready 
to liften te any thing to his. prejudice ; for 
he loved him not—ever faying that his un- 
bridled infolence occafioned the lots of his 
favorite and beloved fon Madommed Tukhee 


Kean. 


Anne 1729, the Nabobthip of Pataa be- 
coming vacant; Hodjee, without appearing 
in it himfelf, imflaenced the then reigning 
fayourite miftreis of the Soubah (who was 
deeply in his intereft) to folicit it for his 
brother; who was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. Suf- 
fraaz Khan upon this appointment, had 
the courage to tell his father m public 
Durhar, “ he was warming and cherithing 
« two fnakes, that would fling him and 
« his family to death.” The Seubah or- 
dered him immediately to be taken into 
cuftody ; but by Hadjee's artful interpot- 
tion he was appealed. 


The following night the brothers held a 
long and private conference, to which icve- 
ral Rajahs and officers in their confidence 
were admitted.——Here the wicked plen 
of Aliverdi Khan's government was fettled, 
and be departed the next day for Pefaa, 
where in a few days he arrived, and pot an 
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execution the political maxims and inftruc- 
tions he had received from his brother. 


Ane The exploits of the firft fix years of his 
ise. Sovernment—that is from the year 1729 
“* to the year 1935, inclufive, were thefe 
following ; by forte, treachery, craft and 
policy, he fubdued moit of the Rajaés of 
the province of Basar, fome, by the bafeft 
diffimulation and profeflions of friendthip, 
he drew to Patna, where he murdered 
them and feized their poileifions, as the 
brave Sender Shaw, &c. He then 
carried his arms againit the Ciwkwaars, a 
_ brave and warlike Gentoo race, who pof- 
- fetfed a tract of country oppofite Mengheer, 
up the river Samdeo; the prince or Rajah 
of this country had never paid tribute, or 
ackNowleged any fubjection to the Soubahs 
of Bengal, or indeed to the Mogul himéelf. 
He laid every thing that paffed on the river 
by Mongéeer under contribution, and put 
the Lwropean fertlements to. an annual 
heavy expence of a large armament to e/- 

cot their trade to and from Paéne. 


The old brave Rajah of thefe peanle 
(who had many times fought hand to hand, 
with the intrepid commander of cur troops, 
Major Hunt) deceafed, in the year 17 30, 
and was jucceeded by his fon, a youth of 

feven- 


(69) di 
feventeen ; this young prince, intimidate 


by the examples made of feveral of the 
Babar Rajahs, after a fhort refiltance fub- 
mitted; acknowledged allegiance to the 
Emperor, and fubjection to the Soubah. 
An annual tribute was ftipulated, and regu- 
larly paid for four years — a {pot was fixed 
on, five miles from the mouth of Saméoo, 
and thirty from the capital of the Céxs- 
maars, where the prince every year met the 
Nabob’s ofhcer on a certain day, the one to 
pay, the other to receive the tribute, and 
it was agreed that they fhould have only 
thirty attendants on each ide. 


The twentieth of Ofeder {Anne 1735) 
was the day of payment, at which time 
the Engiij> army, under the command of 
commandant Holromée, lay encamped in 
Mongheer grove, with the company’s trade 
for the Patra factory.—At eleven in the 
forenoon, we oblerved a boat, which had 
come out of demdéoo mver, making tor 
Patera; the commandant difpatched two 
light pulwaars after her, with orders to 
bring her to — imagining the had a cargo 
of fth— the beat being brought to, and 
laid alongide the commandant’s budgerow 
—CGuefs reader our affonifhment! wher 
in ploce.of 2 cargoe of ith, it contained a 
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-. of human deads! five baikets full, 


and a fingle head in the fixth, 


On, enguiry we learnt that beforé day 
break, the oliicer who wast deputed to re- 
cove the annual tribute from the Rajah of 
the Chpecuers, had by orders from the 
Nabob vera! placed four hundred men 
in ambuth, under the high banks of the 
river, near the place of mecting—that the 
prince and the Nabob’s officer ‘Fowzdar 
of Baber, whole name we have forgot) 
with their wfual attendants, met at nine of 
the clack, and after the common ceremo- 
iials, and the tribute received, when the 
were juli upon parting, the fignal being 
given, the troops in ambuth rufhed out, 
sud jurroundng the Rajah and his few 
followers, cut them off, one only excepted, 
who upona fleet horfe efcaped, and gave 
the alarm to the city—among thofe killed 
wert his: principal general officers—We 
futher were inlormed by the officer who 
had charge of the boat, that his orders 
were to make the beft of his way to Patra, 
and lay his freight at the Nadod's fee? ; and 
that the head in the badket by itfélf, was the 
Rajah's — he added that the Fowzdar with 
his troops were in full march to the city 
dsamico —This was foon after verified, for 
we obicrved about four jn the afternoon a 

: cloud 
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cloud of fmoak over the city, and the fame ~; 
evening we received thele other particulars, 
that on the-firft alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begum, {hut 
herfelf up with her fon (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and det fire to her apart- 
ments—that the Nabob’s troops meeting 
swith no refiftance, entered the city, plun- 
dered it, and then fet fire to it. 


A body of the Rajah’s troops retired, 
and for fome time difputed the poffettion 
of the country with the Nabob’s, but the 
Fowzdar being re-inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durriapoor, a fhort march 
from Mongheer, the whole country was 
{oon reduced, and thefe brave people fub- 
dued. 


Thefe were the explofts that rendered the 
name of Aliverd? Kdan a terror to the 
neighbouring diftriéts; and by thefe, he 
amafled immenie riches ; part of which he 
regularly remitted to Morfhadabad, to pre- 
ferve his own and brother's credit with the 
Soubah, but the much greater part he re- 
ferved, for a purpofe he now had in agitation 
by the pernicious advice of his brother. 


Whillt Aiverdt Khan was carrying on 
thefe operstions to” eltablith his power, 
| Fo 4 Hodjee 


ae — | 


Hodjee Hamet remained unrivalled in the 
adminiftration of the Soubahfhip ; but a 
tranlaction which now manifeited itfelf, 
opened the Soubah’s eyes, 


fon _ <iiverdi Khan, forgetful of the duty and 

1735 obligations he owed to his mafter, and 
“urged by the continued perfuafions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of the 
year 1736, privately to folicit at court for 
the government of Patra, and the pro- 
vince of Badar, independant of the Sonbsh 
of Bengal. This negotiation, however cau- 
tioully conducted, came to the knowledge 
of Soujah Khan. Rage on the infant took 
pofietion of him. Hiodyee was difgraced, 
and for fome time imprifoned§ hut by 
the moft fubmiffive and deceitful letters 
from Alverd?, and the powerful interce- 
fion of the Strag/i, { Hodjee's never failing 
felource) the minifter was enlarged, and 
fremoigly again taken into favor, 


Hirer di did not Macken his negotiations 
On this dilcovery of his treachery ; but 
evailing himéelf of the favor of his patron 
Khondsran, and by well placed canfiderable 
bribes, he obtained, the Jatter end of the 
Year 1737, @ phirmagad and proper fun- 
hods from court, conitituting him indepen- 
Gant fovernor of the province of Sag t's 
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and 
treachery of the two brothers ftruck deeply 
to the heart of Sewjeh Khan. He had 
however the refolution and prudence to 
difeutfe his fentiments, knowing their pomes 
was too great to be attacked openly, or 
capable of being reduced by any weapons, 
but thofe of diffimulation and craft; by the 
afhitance of thefe, he planned, and was jutt 
on the point of executing, a fafe and cer- 
tain revenge on both the brothers, when 
death put a period to his intentions. It 
is more than probable, that Hadjer, who 
fill preferved his influence in the Seragiro, 
received intimation by this channel of the 
Soubal's defigns ; for his death was fudden, 
and judged to be by paifon. 


His fon Suffraaz Khan immediately fuc- 
ceeded his father in the government of 
Benga! and Orifa, as well as in his reient- 
ment to the brothers. 


Independant power only increafed the 
bad qualities, which had already taken too 
deep polfeffion of Suffreaz Adan ; his ex- 
cefies in ipirituous liquors and women, 
were beyond controul and ‘example; his 
infelence and impetuofity of temper be- 
tame intolerable to all about him, his 
priftcipial officers were treated with = 

an 
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and indignities; moft of thele had been 
diirufted with the family for the preference 
given to fverdi Kéax, in the govern- 
meat of Patna; though juitice could not 
lay this charge againit Sujfrwaz Khan, 


There then refided at his court a Genisa 
amed lium Cénnd, who had been many 
yeus Dewan to Seujah Khan, by whom he 
was much venerated for his preat age, witdom 
and faithful fervices. This minifter was 
the only man who had courage and honefty 
enouch to attempt reftraining the extrava- 
sances of Sxfraaz Khan, « duty he thought 
owing tothe memory of his late matter ; 
he accordingly, with the preateft circum- 
{pection and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, reprefented to him the fatal ten- 
dency of his.conduct, which if not changed, 
mult inevitably eitrange the hearts of the 
few remaining friends to his houfe, and at 
the fame time favor and promote the evil 
defigns of hig enemies. 


Sufraaz Khan, in place of profiting by 
this wholefome remonftrance and admoni- 
tion, highly refented his prefumption, and 
ever after treated him with great indignities 
and contempt, and thereby loft the heart 
of the only man in the provinces, who by 
his fincerity, capacity and authority, was 

5 capable 


(75) : 
capable of counteracting and fruftrating 
the pernicious machinations of Hodjee and 
his brother. 


Though Sufreaz Khan did not imme- 
diately degrade Hadjee Hamet from the poft 
of prime minifter, yet he took every op- 
portunity af fhowing an inveterate hatred 
to him; in public Daréar he commonly 
called him by the appellation of, “* His 
« father’s pander,” and treated him with 
fuch infults and indignities, that he feldom 
frequented the Durdar, being ill able to 
brook fuch treatment im 4 place where he 
had for fo many years been accuftamed to a 
degree of deference and refpect, equal to 
his maiter; nor is it much to be wondered 
at, that he fhould meditate vengeance, when 
a fair occafion offered ; this he was not long 
without; Sufracz Khan's own folly and 
rafhnefs fupplied him with the means, and 
gave him a nearer, and more encours ing 
profpect, of an event which he for tome 
time paft had in vicw. 


A few months after Suffracs Kéan came 
to the povernment, he threw 4 difgrace on 
Puttnah Chund’s houle, which laid the 
foundation of his precipitate fall, The fact, 
though well known to a few, was only 
whifpered, out of refpect to the power and 

credit 
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credit of that family, which had main- 
tained even from the reign of Hhuring 
Zcbe, 2 character of diftinpuifhed confide- 
‘ration; from Furrukshir, Futtuch Churnd — 
received the title of Jortaut Sets and 

might be juitly efteemed the preate(t ban- 
Ker, and mait opulent fubject in the 
world, 


f He had about this tine marned his 


ty youngelt grandfon, named set Mortab 


_ Roy, to a young creature of exquifite beauty, 
aged about ¢leven years. The fame of her 
| beauty coming to the cers of the Soubah, 
he burned with cuniolity and luft for the 
pofleflion of her; and fendin g for Farcaut 
seer, demanded a fight of her—The old 
Iman (ther compleat tourfcore) begged and 
intreated, that the Soubah would not itain 
the honor and credit of his houfe, nor load 
his laft days with thame, by perfifting in 
a demand which he knew the principles of 
tes caff, forbid a compliance with. 


Neither the tears nor remonftrances af 
the old man had any weight on the Sov- 
bah, who growing outrageous at his refu- 
fal, ordered in his prefence his houfe to be 
immediately furrounded with a body of 
horfe, and iwore on the Kbhoran, that if he 
complicd in fending his grand-daughter, 

i that 


(77)} 
that he might only fee der, he would in- 
{tantly retera her without any injury. 


The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
judging from the Soubah’s known impe- 
tuolity, that his perlifting longer in a Ge- 
nial, would only make his dilgrace more 
public, at Talk confented; and the young 
creature was carried with the greateft fecre- 
cy in the night to vilit him. She was re- 
turned the fame night, we will fuppofe (for 
the honor of that houfe) uninjured; 
this as it may, the violence was of too de- 
licate 4 nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and her hutband. 


The indignity was never forgiven by 
Yaggant Seet, and that whole powerful fa- 
mily, confequently became inveterate, tho’ 
concealed enemies to the Soubah. 


Hodjee Hamet toon came to the know- 
ledge of this rath ftep and violence com- 
mitted againit the Seefs: he was alfa well 
aporized of Alin Ghund's difguit, and, 25 
he was upon a friendly footing with them 
both, he determined to av il himlely of 
their refentment, and makeat fubfervient to 
hic own intended vengeance for the repeated 
infults hethad received trom. the Soubah. 
Revenge however Wai not his fole motive; 

he 
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he was atuated by another, yet more pre- 
valent, the further aggrandifing his famuly ; 
the hopes of which he had hitherto only 
feen at a diftance, bot sow thought the - 
conjuncture favorable for carrying his long 
projected plan into execution; which was 
to cut off the fon of his late nafter, friend 
and denefactor, and place his brother Aj. 
verdi Kdan in his ftead, 


Heajee loft no time in procunng a pri- 
vate conference with the dif-affeted Svets 
and Ailum Chand: in the courf of which he 
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the 
“ opprefion and extravagant government of 
 Suffraaz Khan, and that nothing but the 
*moft deplorable confequences to the 
“* pravinces could be expected from fiuch 
“an unbridled and tyrannic difpofition— 
‘* that if he already treated with fuch in- 
*“ fults and contempt, thofe for whom his 
“* father bad the higheft veneration and 
 friend(hip—what might not others dread 
“ from his future viclences P—Fle then 
expatiated on, and with bitter eXagveration 
pepo their own particular injuries, which 

ad all the effect upon them that he might 
naturally expec or could with. 


He fuffcred not their refentment to cool, 
but {upported this. conference with many 
‘others; 
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others; and the unanimous conclufion of 
the triumvirate was; “ That none could 
*«¢ be fecure in their lives, honor or pro- 
‘« perty, whillt Sefreaz Kien remained 
«¢ gnvefted with the Soubahthip."— Hogi 
managed the paffions of thefe men with 
fuch art and addrefs in- the promotion of 
his own views that they themfelyes 
firft propofed, “ his brother A/ivera® Khan, 
«as the only one capable of refeuing the 
provinces from apparent and inevitable 
© ruin. That he ihould be immediately 
© adyiled of their fentiments, and intreated 
«to concur with their hopes ‘by preparing 
* for a fpecdy march into Bergal, to take 
‘upon him the government.” 


= 
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Hodiee, with expreffions of pratitude for 
their favorable opinion of his brother, con- 
fented to their propofal with a well diffem- 
bled reluctance; declaring, “ nothing but 
* the necetlity of the time, and the peril 
“ of the country could have influenced 
« him to meditate aught againit the fon 
** of his Jate mafter.” 


It being objected by ‘Fa gaut Sect, that 
an intercourle by letter with Alwerd? was 
liable to accent and dileavery, if was on 
further’ deliberation refolred, that Hodice 
fhouldrepair to Pages, where he cobldbeuer 

inform 
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inform his brother of the ftate of things, 
and benefit him by his council at this criti 
cal period; but as his fudden and ee 
retreat from court would raife a fy pcion 
in the Soubah, tha: fomething Wis in agi- 
tation againft him, ium Chund and Jag~ 
Zant det engaped to make his departure 
an act of the soubah’s own weakne(s. 


The plan of ogerations being thus agreed 
on, their aext ftep was to engage in the 
compiracy the Soubah’s Tope Khonnah De- 
rogher {or matter of his ordnance) with 
teveral other di laffeCted officers, which was 
very loon accomplifhed.§< Tt was a faying 
of a great and brave king, * that one drop 
“of honey caught and engaged more 
“* flies, than a ton of vinegar.” Sufraaz 
Khan in place of fweetnefs of difoofition ‘and 
atfability, unhappily fubftitured a morofe, 
feverc and infolent carrisge to all 2round 
him, which (at this moft important june- 
ture) left him not more than two or three 
officers of any conlideration, who hore the 
leaft attachment to his perion, family or 
Bovernment, 


Matters becoming thus ripe for execu- 
tion, Hodjee began to grow impatient for an 
interview with his brother, and urged the 
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promife made to him by Alum Chund and 
Fageaut Seet, of procuring his difmifiion 
from the capital. 


Thefe embracéd the firft opportunity, 
when the Soubah was according to cultom 
reviling Hodjee (then abfent) in public Dur- 
éar, to reprefent to him, that it was a dil+ 
grace to his court the fuffering Hodjer to 
appear there, confidering the infamous ¢m- 
ploy he bore under his father.—* Drive 
“him (continued they) from your pre- 
«« fence, court and city; and let him po 
«« to his ungrateful brother.” This council 
being echoed and applauded by the Tope 
Kbonna’ Derogher, and others in che con- 
federacy, the unwary Soubah initantly fent 
an order to Hodjee Hamet to quit the pro- 
vinces, who not thinking it pradent to 
wait for a fecond order, departed without 
delay, and made the bett.of his way to 
Patna, where in a few days he arrived with 
fome of his faithful attendants. 


Suffraas Khan, by this falle ftep, relin- 
quifhed and deprived himielf of the great 
fecurity he had in his hands, for the good 
behaviour of Afrverd? Khen, whoie ambi- 
tion he had cawle enough to think, would 
not itop with the Seite of Parra, 


and 
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and he ought to have feen that the furedt 
means of checking its career, was the de- 
tention of Hodjee. 


On Hodjee's arrival at Patna, he painted 


the whole conduct of the Souhah in the 
moft hideous colours; he employed his 
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera- 
tion of the indignities himfelf had en- 
dured ; he told his brother that he might 
reft aflured * Sufrace Késn could never 


ad 


ar 


ad 


forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go- 
vernment of Bahar, independant of the 
Soubahihip, whereby fo large a portion 
of the revenues was lopt from himélf 
and family ; that he was from good au- 
thority convinced, the Soubsh only waited 
a favorable oceation to cut him off, 
and feize and reunite his government to 
the Soubahthip, to which purpofe he 
knew he had forwarded difpatches to 


court ;—that he had gone too far to ftop, 


that Sufraez Khan was univerially de- 
tefted in the provinces, and finally that 
no fecurity for himfelf and family re- 
emuned, butin ailuming the whole Sou- 
bahdery, which he might do with very 
litte diticulty,” 


+ HHodjee 
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Hodjee then opened to his brother, the 
progrefs he had made in this neceffary ftep 
below, recited the feveral conferences he 
had with the Svefs and fffum Ciund, and 
the refult of their deliberations, recounting 
at the fame time the names of the Soubah's 
officers, who had declared themfelves wholly 
devoted to his promotion to the Afmatnad. 


Tt was faid, Aliverdé exprefied much 
compunction of this overtare being firft 
made to him, to difpoffefs the fon -of his 
mafter and benefactor; but if we form our 
conclufion from his A&rexs, both antece- 
dent and fubfequent to this period, we 
fhall have no foundation to encourage our 
belief in that reports; for if he really had 
at firit any icruples to combat with, it is 
certain he very foon fubdued them; and 
determined to march into Resga/; of which 
full advice wes immediately difpatched to 
their confederate friends there. 


It was however thought eligible, that. 
Suffreaas Kéon thould be lulled into fecurt- 
ty; to which end, d/verd (at the time he 
was levying additional troops) wrote the 
moft fubmilfive letter to him,—** affuring 
‘(him be was as much the flave of his 
‘« houfe, -as he was in the time of his 
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* father; humbly intreating his permifhion 
‘© to throw himfelf at his feet, and plead 
“ the caufe of his unfortunate brother, 
who, he had with grief learned, had in- 
*« curred his difpleafure, hoping by his 
* perional fipplications, his unhappy bro- 
* ther would be reftored to the Soubah’s 
“ favor *,”" 


He departed from Pafna the latter end 
of the year 1741, at the head of about 
3a,c00 horfe and foot; leaving his brother 
Fiodjee Hamet, his Niab, or deputy gover- 
nor of Baber. We will leave Alrverd! on 
his march, and return to the court of the 
Soubah, ; 


Sufrasz Khan had yet about his perfon 
three officers of diftin¢tion, that remained 
faithful to his interc(t- though from dif- 
ferent motives; their names were Muflat 
Kbosli Khan, Goas Khan, and Banteer Ali 
Kean; (more commonly known by the 
name of Backer A Khan} the frit, was 
marritd to a fifter of the Soubah, and ap- 


pointed Nabob of Origa, for which govern- 


* This was the fpecious pretext publicly avowed 
for A/rueredi’s march into Legal, which he began foon 
is 1 1 4 = aa 1 — ~ . 
River thre difpatch of the above Icttcr, and before be 
could potibly receive anpytply tok, | - 
ment 
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ment he was in a few days to fet out, with 
a mall bady of troops.—His intereit con- 
nected him firmly to the Soubah, on whofe 
well being his own fortunes depended, 


The other two had been proved faithful 
fervants to Soujah Khan, and were attached 
to the prefent Soubah, more from princi- 
ples of gratitude, honor, and affection to 
the memory of their old mafter, than to 
any love they could poilibly bear to him- 
felf—they fupported the character of brave 
officers, were in confiderable commands 
under the Vice-roy, and in truth were the 
only perions in his court, for whom he 


obferved the leait refpect or regard. 


Thefe officers, after the departure of 
Hodjee, had received imperfect intelligence 
of the frequent meetings of Heder, Yar- 
cant Seet, and Alum Cbund, which they 
ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy, 
intimating at the fame time their fufpi- 
cions, that fuch meetings, compoled of 
perfans, which they feared were dilaffected 
to his government, called for his attention; 
and advited the immediatefeizure of the Seers, 
Allum Chand, and the commanding officer 
of the artillery ; but Suffraaz Ader, doomed 
todeftrudion, hearkened not to thefe faithful 
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admonitions, which he treated a¢ idle ap- 
prenenfions without any real foundation, 
— thinking them friendly endeavours only to 
draw him from his pleafures, which they 
hed before attempted, but in vain, 


By this fatal delufion, the Soubah Ioft 
the only opportunity of cxerting that power 
which might have faved him from approach- 
ing ruin: the bold ftep advifed by Gear 
and Beater Kéans, of feizing thofe heads 
of the conipiracy, would have ftruck terror 
into the whole party, and effectually put 
a itop to Miverdt s intended invafion, and 
Probably a period alfo to his hopes, 


Aisverd? Khan followed the Ictter he 
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expedition 
that he gained the pafs of Siycutly, and 
entered Bengal before the leait intimation 
of his departure from Parna reached the 
court of the Soubah. 


The pafs of Siclyruily divides the pro- 
¥INCES © Bengal and Bahar, is of conii- 
derable length, and only about ten to 
twelve feet wide, fituate on the top of a 
mountain, with a ftcep aftent both ways; 
the courfe of the pafs is North and south, 
flanked to the Wefevard by an impenctrable — 

| wood, 
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wood, and to the Kafward by the principal 
branch of the river Ganges: thus circum- 
flanced it was capable of being defended 
by a fmall number of men, but it was 
left unguarded by the infatuated Sufreaz 
Khan, and without any defence at all. 


Aliverdi knew the importance of this 
pais, and therefore determined by forced 
marches to gain the pofiefiion of it, before 
it could poffibly be put in a’ itate of de- 
fence fuffictent to oppole his entrance into 
Bengal; this he sccomplithed as above, and 
found it neceflary to. halt for tome days to 
refreih his fatigued troops. 


Onthe fit advice thatthe Nabobof Patra 
had paffed Siciygully, the court of the Soubah 
was ftruck with the deepeft confternation, 
every one fecing further into the confequen- 
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and 
fhortfighted Sujfraaz Khan; who having at 
firft no conception, that Afrverd? was at 
the head of an army, exprefied only high 
rage and refentment at his daring to enter 
the province without his permifiion.—But 
when foon alter Geas and Baater Kbans 
informed him of the number of troops he 
had with him—and that they were con- 
vinced {by intelligence from {pies they had 
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placed near his perfon) the defign of _4/ 
verdi was to depole him, it is impoflible 
to paint his furv.—He immediately fent for 
Jaggaxt Seet, and sitlum Chund, and de- 
manded of them how they dared fuffer 
fuch a body of troops to enter the pro- 
vince, without giving early notice of it? 
urging thit he knew fich a ftep wag not 
taken without their privacy and countel, 


The accufed, who expected this attack, 
canie prepared, having previonily concerted 
their replics, left they thould have been 
leparately examined.—They faffered the 
Soubah’s rage to expend itflf in words, 
and then fubmiflively afflured him “ That 
had there been the {malleft foundation 
‘* for thé belief of the reports falily ipread . 
** of Afiverd? Kban, they would have been 
“ the firft of his flaves to advife him of 
‘* his danger.—That the forces of Aliverdi 
““ were» greatly exaggerated by fome evil 
“minded people near the Soubah’'s perfon, 
‘“* who were declared enemics to Hoidjee's 
** houfe. —— That sdesr intelligence (on 
“ wich they could depend) faid, he was 
only accompanied by his common at- 
“ tendants, and a fmall guard to defend 
* him againft the petty Rajahs, and free- 
‘* booters of the mountains, — That they 
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© were themfelves perfectly fatished, the 
* conduct of Alrverd! was greatly mifre- 
‘* prefented ; and that his only defign was 
‘¢ to throw himfelf at the Soubah’s feet, 
‘and plead the caufe of his unhappy du- 
© raced brother Hodjee Hamet.” 


To corroborate this fpecious and deceit- 
ful harangue, they each produced letters 
from Alverdi, and from other feemingly in- 
different perfons in his train, calculated pur- 
pofely to fupport the deceptions, which 
being compared with others, wrote to the 
Sonbah from Siclyeully, he was thereby 
arain lulled into a itupid fecurity, and was 
influenced fo far by the combined traitors, 
as to centure Goar Ken, and Baaker Ais 
_ Khon, 25 aiming to ftir up troubles and a 
war in the province, that they might benefit 
themlelves in the cbnfufhon. 


Wre left Aliverd? Kéan to the Southward 
of Sielyguily pats, halting to refrefh his 
troops after their fatiguing march.—Here 
he met with an impediment, that was well 
nigh making his whole fcheme prove 
abortive. 


His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and 
foldiers, had been promifed four months ad- 
vanced pay, (belides their old arrears) and 
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a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees as foon 
as they entered the province o Bengal.— 
The Jemmautdaars. in a body prefented 
themlelves-before the Nabob, and demand- 
ed the promifed pay and gratuity for them- 
felves and their people, declaring if it was 
with-held from them, they would not 
march a foot further. 


This demand threw Affverd? into the 
utmoit perplexity, knowing his inability 
to comply with it; for what with the 
large bribes remitted to Deféy, for the pur- 
chale of -his independant government of 
_ Babar, and other confiderable fums juft 
difburfed, to corrupt and keep firm the 
ry officers in the fervics of the Sou- 

ah; tis cofers were drained, and at a 
very low ebb. 


However, without diicovering the dif- 
faculty he was under, he with his ufual 
dignity, and a voice of authority, * order- 
‘* ed them to withdraw, and wait without, 
“and they fhould be: fatisfied.”— Then 
calling a private Duréar, confifting of his 
Dewan Chimdsomunny, and a few of his 
chicf confidant:, he “ informed them of the 
“ demand of his Jemmautdaars,” and re- 
pretented in lively colours, «* che rifgue 

* himielf 
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‘¢ hitnelf and they ran, of being deliver- 
«ed up to Sufraax Kober, unleis fome 
“ expedient was deviled to raife to the 
« amount of three Lacs, with which he 
« doubted not to quiet them for the pre- 
« fent.’ To this the Dewan replied, the 
whole fam ia his hands did not exceed 
4so00 Rupees, and that he knew of no 
means of raifing more.—= 


This unfavourable report of the Dewan, 
proved a fevere fhock to fvera? and his 
adherents. — Various alternatives were (as 
ufual in thefe cafes) propofed, without any 
having the appearance of dfucceeding: 
among the rei, it was firenuoully urged 
by the Dewan, that an exprefs fhould be 
fent to ‘faggaut Seef; but this was oppoted 
by the Nabob,—who afferted, * fuck a de- 
‘© Iay would prove fatal to the whole en- 
“ terprize.”——And he was juft on the point 
of refolving to retreat with thofe troops he 
could depend on; when the evi genres of 
Suffraaz Khan, in the perfon of one of 
Abhverd's followers, conciliated all matters 
by a device, which merits being: particu- 
larly recited. 

There were two brothers, merchants of 
Patna, well known by the names of Omy 

Céund, 
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Chund, and Diep Chund: the former of 
thefe now attended the camp, and was 
generally of A/rverds's private councils, and 
much in his confidence. 


One of the occupations of this Omy 
Chund, was to advance occafionally ready 
money to the officers and foldiers at a very 
hugh premium ; this is an allowed practice 
in all Eaftern camps, and poffibly, at leaft 
for aught we know, it may be the prac- 
tice in the Weitern alfo—however, the 
greatnefs of the rifque certainly juftifies 
the largene(S of the premium, for the re- 
payment not only depends upon the lives 
of the borrowers, but alfo upon their fuceeds. 


Omy Chund hed brought with him only 
20,000 ruptes, for this pame at hazard: 
he defired the Nabob would order his De- 
wan to pay him immediately the 4s,o00 
rupees, Which were in his bands; which being 
complied with, he inftruéted the Nabob, 
* To call in the Jemmautdaars —— and 
“order them to bring in an account of 
“ their refpective cleims, and to tell them 
that he would -give them draughts on 
Ony Chund, taking care to give billets 
firitto thofé who had the fmalleit funts to 
receive, and that in the clofe of the 
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s¢ evening he fhould (on pretence of fret 
« intelligence by his {pics that Sujffraax 
* Khan was in full march towards him) 
«¢ caufe the Noéuf to be beat, and fue his 
«¢ orders for engaging the enemy carly in 
« the morning, and leave the reft to him.” 


The Jemnmyautdaars were called and or- 
dered to bring in their claims, which they 
did in lefs than an hour, for they generally 
have them ready made up on a {crap of 
paper, which they depofit cither in their 
sirdle or turband. When all the claims were 
laid befcre the Nabob—he ordered his De- 
wan to give them billets upon Omy Céund; 
the Dewan, according to private initructions, 
made what delay he could, not to occafion 
fufpicion, and gave thofe firft who had the 
lealt to receive. 


When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
billets to Omy Chund, he paid feveral of 
the leaft confiderable fums readily, and 
without any deductions; then, as he hed 
accounts to fettle with mait of them, he 
prolonged the time by many artful blun- 
ders and defigned errors, until the day was 
far fpent, and not more than one eighth 
part of their accounts adjufted, then ex- 
cufing himfelf on account of the great fa- 
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tigue he had undergone, deferred the further 
payments until the next morning. ~ 


As foon as the day clofed, Aiverdi or- 
dered the Nodéw? to be beat, and iilued out 
his commands to his ‘fewmautdaers to hold 
themielves in readinefs for engaging the 
next day, telling them that Swfraaz Khan's 
army was not far diltant. 


This unexpected alarm had the effect, 
which Omy Céund had forefeen ; thole who 
had received the amount of their billets, in 
ali hafte returned it into his culledy, and 
the others depofited their billets in his. hands; 
in the morning the Nabob refumed his 
march, taking the rout to Morfbadaded, 
keeping up the alarm and expettance of a 
battle, until he in reality encountered the 
Soubah, to whom we once again return. 


Baaker Ali Khan and Geas Khan, re- 
eciving hourly frefh intelligence from their 
fpies of Aliverdi's motions, and the num- 
ber. of his forces, had fhill the courage to 
reprefent to the Soubah, the danger his 
tty amd government were in and 

ably befought him, * to provide for 
“falety whilft in his power;” urging 
“ that if the deficns of, Alfrverdf: were 


& honour- 
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«« honourable, the moft eligible way to 
« preferve him in thofe fentiments, was 
« to let him fee he was na condition and 
© pofture to oppale and crufh him. That 
« jfon the contrary thedefigns of Alrverdi 
‘were aimed againit the government, 
« his fupine conduct miuft inevitably fc- 
«cure his fuccefs. That from the face 
“of their intelligence, and the whole 
« procedure of Aiverdi, they had ne room 
«to doubt the wickednels of his inten- 


«* tions.” 


Thefe remonftrances joined to advices 
the Soubah had himielf received of the 
seal number of _Afverdi's troops, at lait 
roufed him from his ftupor, and he directly 
ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to 
take the field, and rendezvous in the plains 
of Gyria, about three miles to the North 
of Morfbadabad, himfelt following the next 
morning. He had hardly time to marthal 
his troops in order of battle, when Jiiver~ 
di’s army appeared. 


Their force was nearly equal, each about 
30,000 men, 20,000 foot, and 10,000 
horie; Suffraaz Kban had twenty pieces 
of artillery from twelve to fix and four 
pounders; A/ivexdf had none. 

Suffradz 
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Sufraas Kian planted his cannon if 
his front, with itrict orders not to fire, 
until the enemy advanced within half mut. 
Ket thot, for on his artillery he refted fe- 
cure of victory—Aftverd? ordered his troops 
to receive the difcharge of the cannon, and 
then to ruth in upon the Soubah’s army 
fword in hand ; he iffued thefe orders with 
great fecurity, for he and his troops knew 
that by the treachery of the Tose Khonnah 
Dreger, the cannon were loaded with pow- 
der only. He alio iflued his inftruétions 
to his officers, to regard nothing but at- 
tacking thofe pofts, which were command- 
ed by Mujfat Khbooli Khen, Beaker Ak 
Koen, and Goas Khan, well knowing that 
none of the Soubah’s troops ar officers would 
engage, but thofe which were immediately 
encer their command. 


When the engagement h an, all but 
hive or fix thoutand of the Soubah's troops 
{tood idle {pectators of the battle; A/verdi’s 
beit troops advanced without the leat ap- 
prehenfion, ftood the difcharge of artillery, 
and vigoroufly attacked the divifion of Baq- 
ker #li Khan, (bchind which the Soubsh 
Was flationed) they were twice repulfed 
with much ilaughter; but Bzager A's 
troops being over-powered: by freth num- 
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bers, this brave man was killed, and molt 
of his party cut to pieces. 2 

Goas Khan penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave follawers, 
was near killing éfverd? with his own 
hand, when Sedux Haezeary commander 
of his Burkundafles, interpofed and faved 
him; obliging Gees ‘Kéan to retire with 
his command, who foon after, ferrounded 
by Aiwerai’s troops, and difdaining to re- 
ctlve quarter, were to a man killed, 


Mujfat Khoolt Khan, and the troops under 
his command, for fome time exerted them- 
{elves with great courage and fidelity in de- 
fence of the Soubah’s perion, who being 
now for the frit time informed of the 
treachery of the Tope Khonnad Droger, and 
thedefection andperfidy of moftof hisofficers 
and troops, and that he was betrayed on 
all hands, and learning alfo the fates of his 
two faithful generals—he ordered « ve 
“* fat Kbooli Khan to retire from the battle, 
* to make the beit retreat he could to 
“ Cuftack, and fave if poflible the pro- 
“vince of Orifa2 from the traytor and 
“ ulurper vera? ;" telling him he faw 
“it was vain for him alone to attempt 
‘** flemming the,current of his adverfe for- 
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tune.” Muffat Kboolt kban obeyed, and 
with 2 fmall faithful party retired, and 
eluded the purfuit of the enemy. 


The Soubah, thus abandoned, determined, 
it fhould feem, to efface by a glorious death 
the remembrance of his inglanows lie— 
At this juncture it was, that the leader of 
his elephant propofed to him to return to 
the capital, ** telling him that he would 
“« engage on the fortciture of his head, to 
* convey him fafe there, where he had 
* ill feme friends that would be able to 
“ make a itand for him,” but he nobly 
replied, “ at never fhould be faid that 
“ Safress Khan fed from rebels and tray- 
« tors.” And ordered him to plunge into 
the thickeft of the enemy, where with a 
few of his guards, thar yet remained fteady 
to him, he for fome time maintained an 
obitinate engagement—like an enraged lion 
he fought to a degree of defperation ; it 
wes iaid he emptied a whole quiver of ar- 
rows, and dilcharged more than a dozen 
javelins, belides the execution he did with 
the fire arms he had with him, on the cle- 
phant ; but at lait being weary with flaugh- 
fer, and not able any loager to lift an arm, 
a period was put to his hie and fortune, by 
2 mufket ball from a diftance, Jaid to be 
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difcharged by one of his own people; with 
this wound he fell dead from his elephant, 
and with his death the contelt ceafed-—— 


Thus fell the fon of Sexjeb Kian, tel- 
tifying by his exit from life, that he pof- 
feiled a foul capable of producing great ac- 
tions, had the foil been early and properly 
cultivated, | 

- 4 

Aliverdi Khan pofltefted himiclf of the 
late Soubah’s tent and ‘baggage, the plunder 
of which, amounting ta between nine and ten 
lacsof rupees, he beftowed upon his principal 
officers and foldiers—he received Suffraaz, 
Khae's perfidious officers and foldiers into 
his fervice, and marching to the capital, 
entered it without refiftance through the 
acclamations of the people; proceeding to 
the palace, he deated himfelf upon the 
Moueztnud, and received the fubmiffion of 
_ the Rajahs, Jemmautdaars, and other great 
officers, who acknowledged and faluted 
him Soubah of the Téree provinces. 


The fate of one of the three principal 
confpirators, having fomething remarkable 
in it, calls for our particular mention.—— 
Alten Ckaad ccvurned from the invelting 
Aliverd? te his own houfe, and being bit- 
) Hoa terly 
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térly reproached by his wife, for his perfidy 
and treafon to the fon of his prince and 
mafter, and predicting ‘* that he would 
« fhortly receive from the w/urper the re- 
“ ward due to every frayter,” was there- 
by fo much affected, that he fwallowed 
diamond powder, and in afew hours ex- 
pired. 


Alterd? Kbhen entertaining no fayour- 
able opinion of the military prowels and 
capacity of the Bewga/ foldtery, and having 
fo very lately feen a glaring proof of their 
natural perfidy, as well as cowardice, tn the 
unhappy fall of his predecefior, determined 
fo put no trult or confidence inthem, and 
to guard againft their treachery, which he 
knew might be ealily purchaled againit him, 
as it had been for him: entertained imme- 
diately in his fervice a felect body of three 
thoufand Putanr, with their commander 
Mufiapha Khan; a foldier of fortune, who 
about this time arrived in Bengal with re- 
commendatory letters from court: he bore 
the character of a confurmate general, and 
his fubfequeat actions verified the report.— 
Theie new troops the Soubah Kept always 
oo duty near his perfon, and their chief 
wit admitted to his councils and favor. 
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His next ftep was to diiplace all officers 
throughout the provinces that he had rea- 
fon to think retained any affection to the 
late Soubah's houle, and when he thought 
himfelf fecure againft all attempts that 
might endanger his newly acquired govern- 
ment, he appointed a Niab pro tempore, for 
the government of Basar and its capital, 
and recalled his brother Headjzee Hamtet, that 
he might benefit himéélf of his counfel and 
afliftance in his arduous dituation, 


Hoedjee being arnved, all matters were de- 
bated and concerted relative to the govern- 
ment of the provinces; Hodjee was invelted 
with the government of Morfhadabad in 
the abfence of his brother, wha without 
delay took the field, and direéted his rout 
towards Orzfa, on the thirticth of Marcé, 
1742 *,—We will leave the Sonbah on his 
march, and for a few minutes attend on the 


Nabob of Oriffa. 


This fugitive and unfortunate brother in 
law to the late Soubah, (with whom I was 


* Suffrace Khan's defeat and death was on the 
twenry-cighth of Jamary, 1741-2, and not on the 
thirtieth of March, 1742, 35 the authoruof the Reflec- 
tions errencouliy fays, confounding the date of one 
event with another. 


‘Ho inti- 
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intimately acquainted) efcaped from the 
battle with a féw followers, as before re- 
cited ; he in a few days reached the ca- 
pital of Oriffa, where many of the friends 
of Sufraaz Kdéan's houle reforted to him, he 
mnade fome attempts to fortify, and. inlift 
troops for the defence of the place; but being 
Hl fupplied with cannon and ammunition, 
and receiving certain intelligence of the 
farper's approach, with a very fuperiour 
force to his own, he thought it prudent 
to provide for bis own fafety, by retreating 
out of the province with his family, de- 
parting from Kuitack four days before the 
Soubah's van-guard reached it, and found 
an efylum in the Decean, under Nizzan 
4? Mulk. 


Kauttack opened its gates to the Ufurper, 
bat he had fcarcely fettled the government of 
Orifa, when he was alarmed with the news, 
that an army of 80,000 Madgrafter horfe had 
entered the province of Bengal, by a patiage 
over the Brerésfeen hills, and had already 
penetrated into the Burdowmaan country. 


The Ulurper received this unexpected 
thock with manifeft aftonifhment ; he im- 
mediately faw not only his retreat, but 
every communication with his brother and 
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his capital cut off. In this dilemma we 
will leave him for a while, and inveitigate 
as well the caufes of this invafion, a5 con- 
yey fome idea of the ceanle called Mada- 
rattors, who for a few years laft pall, have 
been as much the dread and terror of the 
Eatt, as the Gotbs and Vandals of old were 
of the Welt; with this effential difference 
in their charaéters, that wheras fefe were 
the barbarous invaders of the rights and 
property of others; fée/? are making yal- 
tifable efforts to recover *hat, which their 
anceftors had been for ages in peaceable 
and juft poffeflion of. 


When the Empire of Indoflan was in- 
vaded, and in part conquered by the Mo- 
gul Yarfers, about the beginning of the 
fifteenth century; many of the Rajahs, or 
Hindeo princes of the country, fubmutted 
with little oppofition to the invaders, on 
condition of holding their lands and prin- 
cipalities, paying a ftipalated annual tribute + 
But others of them, diidaining this tribu- 
tary {late of flavery, retired to.the fouth- 
ward, and poffefiing themfelves of the moft 
fouthern parts. of Deccan, they remained 
unmolefted until about the year 1654, the 
latter end of the reign of the Emperor 
Shaw, Fehawn. 
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His third fon Auring Zede, being at that 
period Soubsh of the Deccan, (or fouth) 
made a fruitlefs attempt on Golconda, initi- 
gated thereto by MA ‘jemla, who re~ 
volted to him from the then reigning Ka- 
jah of that famous city, and the adjoining 
country. 


Aurmg Zeb, facceeding to the throne 
of dnagfian, in the year 1059, purtued by 
his Generals his former defigns againdt the 
independant Rajehs on. the coaft of Cor- 
maniel, guided chiefly by the couniel and 
inftructions of AfArr jemia; by whole va- 
four Gofeenda was reduced, and the whole 
coaft jubdaued, from Ganjam to Coleraon 
river, that is, from the latitude of 11°. 40. 
to 19°. 30. north, 

The other promontory of India, called 
the coaft of Matebar, from the borders of 
the province of Gveergé to Cape Cemorin, 
Was never conquered by the Mogul Em- 
perors; but the independant paticiiion of 
it, was maintained by various Rajahs, the 
chicf of whom was the Rajah of Sittarad. 


To shefe independant princes, the dif- 
tretied and difpotiedied Rajahs of Corman- 
del applied for fuccour: Téey, alarmed at 

‘ the 
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the rapid progrefs of the Mogul arms, im- 
mediately united themfelves under the ban« 
ners of the Rajah of Srrerad 


Thefe united princes and people, are 
thofe which are known by the general 
name of MeaAarateors, a word compound- 
ed of Retter and Maahah: the firit being 
the name of a particular Raazpoot (or Ra- 
poot/ tribe, and the latter, fignifying gree¢ 
or mighty, (as explained by Mr. Frajer 
a term we have had occafion to make ule 
of before, and frequently hall again. 


The acquifitions thus eained to the Em- 
pire by the Gefierals of 4uring Zebe, colt 
io much blood and treafure, that the dia- 
mond mines of Gofcada hardly proved an 
equivalent; for the confederate princes 
made {uch vigorous efforts to regain what 
they had loft, that Auring Zebe was obliged 
to keep up fo targe an armament, that 
the expence of preferving his new conquelt 
exceeded the whole revenues acquired by 
it; the glorious vanity, however, of hav- 
ing carried his conquefts of this Empire 
further than any of his predeceffors, deter. 
’ mined him net to abandon them, until 
finding at lait, he fhould rifque the lofs of 
the whole, .he began to meditate coming 

te 
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to a treaty with them, which refolution 
was haftened by feveral bold attacks, made 
on different parts of his dominions by the 
Masaratters at the fame time.—On the 
fide of his new fouthern acquifitions, they 
carried fre and {word fometimes into the 
province of Dewatebad, and attacked the 
capital Aaringabad, and from Sitterah th ey 
penetrated through the provinceof Guzerat, 
‘and fometimes alarmed even the court of 
Deiby, itriking a panick wherever they 
came, 


Auring Zebe, fecing at length, no prof- 
pect of extending his conquefts farther 
over thefe intrepid natives; thought it a 
wife meafure to fecure, and keep if pot- 
fible, what he had got.—To this end, he 
entered into a treaty with the confederate 
Rajahs, and by a feeret valuable confider- 
ation given to the Sedeo Rajah, King of 
Sitterab, a peace was concluded between 
them on the following terms. *“ That 
“ Aurmg Zebe fhould remain in quiet 
“ poffeiiion of his fouthern conquefts as 
** far as the river Co/ereon, before mention- 
“ ed, and the port of Surat; and that in 
* heu thereof, the Maheraffors fhould re- + 
** ceive, and be intitled to, for ever, a 
* Chout (that is, the fourth part) of the 


‘« reye- 


( 107 ) 
t¢ reyenues of Deccan ;’ to which Soudah- 
~, thefe new fouthern conqueits were an- 
nexed by the Emperor. 


Thus a period was put to a war, that had 
chiefly employed the attention of near two 
thirds of wring Zeée's long and fortunate 
reign, by which, fo important an addition 
of territory and revenue was obtained, 
that had it been duly and honeftly govern- 
ed and adminiftered, and the treaty kept 
inviolate on both fides, would have yielded 
a perpetual. fource of riches to all fucceed- 
nS Emperors, on every emergency of the 
iMate, 


As long as during Zebe lived, the Chott 
was ducly paid.to the Maharatters, but on 
his deceafe the treaty began to be infring- 
ed, though it fuffered no open rupture un- 
til the death of Stew Alf, achen the 
Empire falling into a (tate of univerfal con- 
fufion, (by the contentions that arofe be- 
tween his fons for the fucceffion to the 
throne, and by the fubfequent diftractions 
during the defpotic tyranny of the Seyds +f 
litte regard was paid to it on the part of 
the government, 


“7 Things 
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Things being in this fituation, the Afy- 
éarattor: determined to pay themtelves, by 
making incurhons on different fides of the 
Empire, and laying the city of Swrat un- 
der contribution; in which warfare they 
met with fuch fuccefs from the continued 
pufillanimity and diftraction of the govern- 
ment, that at length, they extended their 
clam and demand from the ftipulated 
Chott of the revenues of the Deccan, toa 
Chott of the whole revenucs of the Empire. 


However, when Madommed Shaw, by the 
overthrow of the Seydr, arrived to the f{e- 
cure poflefon of the throne, Anne 1710, 
fome check was put to their invafions ; 
- and terms of accommodation being made 
to them, they for fome years acquictced to 
the terms of uring Zrde's treaty, and an- 
nually received the CAoiit of the revenues 
of the Deccan, by their agents out of the 
royal treafury at De/4y, long after thefe 
revenues had joit their way to court by the 
ufurpation and independance of the traytor 
Nizam Al Muth. 


In the year 1740, the deputics of the 
King of Sittaraé, arrived as ufual at Delby to 
receive the Chott, when they were given 
to underitand, * That Nydir Shaw had 

* lately 
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lately fo exhaufted the treafury, that the 
“« Emperor was rendered utterly incapable 
“ of fatisfying their demands; the more 
‘“« elpecially, as the revenues of the Brx- 
‘*" gaf provinces had been witheld from 
“the year 1738, by the rebellion of 
“ Altverd? Khar, who, in conjunction with 
“ his brother Hodiee Hamer, had ufurped 
“ the government of that Soubahdary ; re- 
“ gueiting that the deputies would intreat 
“* their mefter in the Emperor's name, to 
‘« fend an army of fufficient force to exact 
" the amount of the Céow?, that was due 
to them; and alfo to take the heads of 
“ Alrcerd? and his brother, and reftore the 
tamily of Soujah Khan to the soubahfhip, 
‘« as the them dittracted ftate of the Empire 
* putit out of his power to fend a force 
‘* firong enough to reduce the twe rebels.” 


With this anfwer, and affea/ powers 
from the Emperor, the deputies departed 
for Sittarab.—A fact that fully confutes 
the affection of Afverdi's having received 
a Pbirmaund, confirming him ia the go- 
yernment; as was publithed by beat of 
drum, and induttriouily circulated by the 
Seets the latter end of the year 1739 *. 
The 

* Alroord fitting in fhate a whole day to receive the 
dham Phirmaund, with the ufual ceremosials on fuch 
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The Maberatter deputies arriving at Sir- 
tara, reported the refult of their deputa- 
aon, and the Emperor's requeft. The 
King of Sittaraé did not ruminate long 
what refolution to take; he now had ob- 
tained a juitifiable plea to attack the Mo- 
gul’s dominions with his own participation ; 
therefore, without lois of time, ordered an 
army of $0000 horfe to take the field, and 
march into Benga/, under the command of 
Bojcbar Pundit, a general of fome repu- 
tation, and favorite of the Sedoo Rajah 
King of Sittarah. This general and army 
we left in the Burdemaan country between 
the ulurper and his capital; to whom we 


eccalions; but this is a farce that has been fare 
pres in fome parts of the province of Bengal, and 
aughed at, as much as it was then.—For the Sees 
could always cot wp a Phirmeund from court when 
ever i: was twaated. That Afverdl was sewr con 
famed in the government by a real Phirenannd, is a fact 
that admits of no doubt; and it is well known, that 
fo late as Jute, Anne 1750, the Vizir Afonfoor Ali 
Abew, (father of Sevjiah Dewelat, the prefent Soubah of 
Cusie) was advanced at the head of 100,000 horie, 
within eight days march of Peter, purpalely ta re- 
fiore thefe fo long difmembered provinces to the Em- 
pire, ane punifh the ulurper ;—but differences an‘ine 
betwen the young Emperor dmet Sher, (fon aod 
fuccefor co Mehommed Shaw Jand Rajah ‘yer drag, 
he Visit wes recalled (rom this fervice, of as others 
more probabiy fui, his retreat was bought off by 
Here, atic price of Afey Litc of Rupees. 

mutt 
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mut again return, and point out the er- 
rors that drew him into the perilous fitua- 
tion and dilemma we left him in, before 
we thew how bravely he extricated him- 
felf from it, 


Some fhort time before he departed 
from Morfbadabad, a flight rumour pre- 
vailed of the intended invafion of the M]z- 
harattors, to which no credit was siven 
either by the ufurper or his brother; but 
light as the report was, it ought to have 
merited their attention at a junéture when 
he was departing with all the ftrength of 
the provinces to the.maft extream part of 
his government; and as he mult have 
known, no enemy could enter the province 
of Bengal, fo as to cut off his communie 
cation with his capital, but by the weftern 
hills of Bierbobeen, prudence dictated that 
he thould have fecured the ndelity of the 
Rajahs of Bierdebeer and Bifnapors, who 
were alone capable of harraffiag and re 
tarding, if not of preventing the Maha- 
raftior army entering from that quarter. 


But (as if Fortune had purpofed, that 
the neglect of this wife precaution fhould 
be conducive to the hither exaltation of 
the charaéter of this her favorite fon} fo 

far 
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far were the brothers from adverting to the 
neceffity of fuch a fecurity in his rear, 
that both thefe Rajahs had been highly in- 
cenfed by fome acts of oppreffion exercifed 
towards them foon after Mfiverdi's ufurpa- 
tion of the government, and were readily 
difpofed, in place of obftru&ting the enemy, 
to give them a free entrance into the heart 
of Bengal, which they did without the 
leaft oppofition; though in purfuing. their 
refentment, they entailed a long feries of 
heavy calamities on their unhappy country. 


We left diverd? Khan at Cutiark, in 
deep aftonithment at the news of this 
dangerous invafion, Without difcovering 
the leait appreheniion or alarm, he with- 
drew for the {pace of half an hour, in con- 
fultation only with Muflepha Khan, then 
ordered his people to prepare for marching ; 
he quitted Gutrack the fame day, and by 
forced marches reached ncar Bardwan, 
the principal town of Burdomaan, (within 
five days march of the capital) two days 
after the Maderattars took pofieilion of it; 
Here he intrenched himielf, and was foon 
furrounded by the enemy, and though they 
had at leaft the fuperiority of eight to one, 
they had not the courage to attack him. 
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Bafebar Pundit, however, fent Afiverd? 
a letter, explaining the wature of the 
powers he was invelted with, demanding 
«three years arrears of the Coit, the 
‘ treafures of the two late my ees and 
‘ that in future, an officer of their own, 
‘« fhould have a feat in every Cutcherry 
“ throughout the provinces, to collect the 
. fourth part of the cuftoms on their be- 
half.” . 


*~ 


The ufurper recetwed thele fers with 
the hicheft indignation and impatience; 
inftantly commanding the mefienger to 
leave his camp, without deigning to fend 
any reply to foenr; and hinding by the pro- 
politions made to him, that there remain- 
ed {mall hope of effetting- any accommo- 
dation with the Mgésaratior General; he 
determined to make one vigorous ef- 
fort, to break through the enemy, and re- 
gain a Communication with his brother ; 
to this refolution he wes flimulated, by 
obferving a univerfal panic afaongit his 
Bengal troops, many of whom deferted 
him by fevour of the night. 


In purfuance of this refolve, he iffued the 
necefiary orders, omitting nothing that 
could {peak the confummate General, pro- 
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mifing moft liberal rewards to thoft who 
maintained in: this exigency the character 
of a foldier; and well judging that his 
principal dependance refted upon the Pa- 
fans, he beftowed the higheft encomi- 
ums and promifes on that body, by whom 
be began to be loved and revered, being 
themfelves brave, they admired thofe in- 
trepid qualities in A#verd?, which fo nearly 
refembled their own. 


All things being prepared, the ufurper 
directed that part of the trench to be level. 
ed with the utmoit filence, which looked to- 
wards Cutwas. Then putting himfelf with 
Muflapba Khan at the head of the Po- 
‘ans half an hour before day break, 
marched out, and with amazing courage 
charged that part of the chemy that in- 
tercepted his rout towards the lait men- 
tioned town, 


His rear being campoted intirely of his 
Seagal trouns, (then efteemed the worft 
foldiers of the Ihmpire) were foon far- 
rounded and putto flight; but the Patans 
exhibited a glorious effort; thef led on 
(as before obferved) by the Sovtes, and 
their gallant chief Mujlapha, their rear 
commanded by the brave Zeynas Amet 

a San, 


Khon, (Hedjee's fecond fon) with much 
flaughter cut themfelves a paffaeé throazt 
the enemy, and gained the Cuttras rdad” 
In the courfe of which, they Maintained 4 
moit memorable retreat for near three, days 
and nights ; being often furrounded 3nd at- 
tacked on all fides, by the whole’ Maha 
rattor army, and as often repulfing and 
forcing their paffage until they arrived at 
Cufwab. . , —_—es 


At this plece the a muftered his 
troaps, and found that of 2 sooo fighting 
men, with which he departed from his 
capital, he had only remaining 200 Pi 
fans, and about 1500 of his Bengal foldiers, 
including their officers ; thefe laft named 
troops, {timulated by the example ‘of the 
Patans, and the intrepid behaviour of their 
Jemmautdaar ‘Yaffier Khon *, were. kept 
firm to their duty. . vlna 


At Cutwah, Alverdi, found it neceflary 
to halt for a fhort fpace to refrefh his har- 
rafied troops, who during the term of this 
aftonifhing retreat, had’ in a matiner been 
firangers to food, reft, or flcep, — Here 


* Since better known by the name of Air Fapur qe 
dit Khan Sobloah of Bengal fen. A 
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they were again furrounded on all fides, 
except on that of the river, which /verd? 
‘was informed was in one place fordable, a 
circumftance unfufpected by the enemy. 


_ It was now univerfally believed that the 
ufurper muft furrender himielf, or be cutao 

ieces with the few that remained with 
bien, ‘and indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was actually taken prifo- 
ner; but the achons of this handful of 
men in their. retreat from Burdwan, had 
ftruck fuch terror and amazement into the 
whole Mabaratter army, that they gazed 
upon them as {fo many enraged tygers in a 
net, without daring to approach the toils 
that enclofed them; contenting themfelves 
with the dependance of ftarving them to 
afurrender: Little dreaming that Alfverdi 
would attempt fording the river, with pev- 
ple near exhaulted by continued labour and 
watching. 


’ The ofurper taking advantage of this 
wifible panic in the enemy, and unwilling 
to let the triumphant ardour of his own 
feldiers cool, refolved to attempt the river 
without farther dilay, and knowing there 
was a defile leading from the village to the 
river, through which the enemy ‘might? in- 
ates teroept 


tercept his paflage, he judged it neceflary 
to fecure the Defi, thereby allo to prevent 
his rear being attacked before they could 
gain the river. 


The defence of this dangerous poft was 
given to Muflapha Khan, fupported by Yeynde 
“Amet Khan, and ‘Faffier Khan, with eighty 
fle Patans, who immediately» departed 
to take poffeffion of the Defi—~As foon as 
they were pofted, Mu/lapha Khan di (patched 
a mefienger to the Soubah to advife) him 
he might attempt the river whenever he 
plealed. bh 


Aliverdi having previoufly made the ne- 
ceflary difpofitions, put himielf at the head 
of the Patans, and gave the fignal for 
marching to the river, which they entered 
without moleftation preceded by well:in- 
ftructed guides. Gis 


As foon as the enemy perceived: himan 
motion, they inftantly. attacked the Deft 
with great violence, hoping yet to circum- 
vent him—They at firit ieemed to deride 
and defpife the fmall number left for the 
defence of it, but foon found their error in 
repeated repulfes with heavy flaughter, fromi 
this determined, though fimall body of mens 
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each .of their leaders on this) momentos 
occation giving proofs of valour worthy 
the ereateft heroes of antiquity. 


They maintained their polt for a full 
hour againft reiterated attacks Of fieth 
troops, without giving the leaft way, and 
until ahey judged the Suubah had fafely 
pat che river; they then beoan to retreat 
by low dégrees through the Defit?, with- 
out turning their backs, and having eained 
about . the middle part of it *, advice was 
brought to Muflapha KAen, that his rear 
was attacked by the enemy +-—This ges 
neral without hefitating a moment com- 
mitted the charge of his front ‘to ‘Seyndee 
met Kben, and Javier Khan, and orders 
ing the forty men that compoled his rear 
toiface about, he put himielf at their head), 
forming twofronts to oppofe the enemy, 
and fending orders to Jiynder Amet to con- 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his 
new antaponifts, and forced them to retire 
with much lo; when the whole party 

* The Difit was about eighty yards in length and 
ten wide. 
a0¢ This event happened thus—s body of the Adg- 
Aaratiers, about one thoufind men, forced an cnttance 
ie the town, aid had made a fruitlefs attack upon 
Miv.rd's rear, a5 the? peffed the myer, from which 
they were now returned, 
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had cleared the Deft, he commanded his 
men to form in one line on the fhore, with 
their backs to the river, and making a feint 
to give a general affault, the enemy 2s he 
expected was ftreck with terror, and reti- 
red many paces, Mu/fapha taking advantage 
of their diftance, inflantly commanded his 
troops to face about and take the river, into 
which they plunged and gained the oppofite 
fhore, with the lefs on the whole of, only 


fiiteen men. 


If we confer the retreat of thefe Ve- 
terans (from Burdwan to the oppofite fhore 
of Catwah river) in all its circumfances, 
it will appear as amazing an effort of human 
bravery, as the hiftory of any age or peo- 
ple have chronicled, and we think it me- 
rits as much being recorded and tranfmitted 
to pofterity, a8 fat of the celebrated Atbe- 
nian general and hifterian. 


Muftapha Kban, “feyndce. Anet Khan, 
and “fafter Khan were received by the 
Soubah, with all the marks of the higheit 
affeétion and cfteem; he beftowed great 
encomiums’on the valour of “Faffrer Kban, 
who was ever after diftinguiihed by his 
favor; he faluted and thanked by name, 
cvery ohe of ye si it who fought under 


oe 4 theie 


{ 120 ) 

thefe commanders at the memorable dea 
fence of the Deffé; and having refrefhed 
his troops, proceeded on bis march to the 
capital, where he. was received with afto- 
niihment and reverence. His firft acts, 
were to prefent Muflaphz Khan with ten 
lac of rupees, and proportionably to re- 
ward the reft of his brave defenders, 


Whilfl the ufurper was gaining everlaft- 
ing renown as a foldier, his brother Hodiee 
Hamet was employed in putting the city 
of Morfhadahed in a pofture of defence, 
with ¢xtraordinary expediticn he funk a 
ditch round it, formed a rampart and para- 
pt, and planted cannon in thole parts 
where the city was moft open to the ene- 
mies attacks —Afrverdi reproaching him, 
** with having abandoned him to the ene- 
“roy, and with being folicitous only for 
“his ows fafety, by neglecting to fend a 
* body of troops to favor his retreat." 
Hoajee replied, * that concluding {from the 
““ number of the enemy, his forlorn fitua- 
‘tion, and the repeated reports of his 
“ being taken prifoner and killed) he was 
“no more, he thought it more advife- 
* able to flrengthen the city, than to we2- 
“ken the defence of it, by parting with 
‘any of the few forces he had been abje 
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“to raife for its prefervation.” And in 
truth, 4/verd? found it in a much better 
{tate of refiftance than he expected, 


Before the ufirper had fet out on his 
expedition for the reduction of Orifa, he 
had tent orders to his deputy governor of 
Patna to levy troops in the province of 
Babar, but thele forces being not yet ar- 
rived in Bengal, he was to the great morti- 
fication of his gage. and militas 

emus, reduced to the necetlity of dhuttin 
bimifelf op in his capital, and was eee’ 
in providing further for its fecurity. | 


The Mabarattors recovering from their 
confternation and panic, and acquiring a 
better knowledge of the river, paffed it 
with their whole force, advanced to Mor- 
feadabad, and {urrounded it without. at- 
tempting to aflaule it; they detached parties 
into the environs, plundering, and deitroy- 
ing wherever they came; they fent fome 
bodies of hori into the ifland of Coffmbuzar, 
committing there the moft horrid devatla- 
tion and crnelties: they fed their horfes 
and cattle with mulberry plantations! and 
thereby irreparably injured the filk manu- 
jaCture: in fhort, after committing every 
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hottilé act, which plenitude of power [i- 
eénfed without moleftation, they thought 
it at length prodent to retire with their 
lunder, left the approaching rainy feafon 
(which (ts in annually about the middle 
of Fune) fhold intercept their retreat. 


With this ieceflary precaution they quit- 
téd the blockade of the city, and repafied at 
Cutwah early in Sune, 1742, with all their 
immenfe plunder. 


From Cutwah they penetrated through 
the Burdomdan country, détaching their 
parties into cvery dittrict, fill amafling 
preater booty, efd fMrrking univerial terror 
round them, femetirnes alarming even the 
Exrepean fettlements : The rains et length 
fetting in, the middle of “fwre, gave 2 fl2t- 
tering hope thatthe land would foon be de- 
liveréd from thefe devouring Jocults; but 


-alas! this pleafing prefpect had but a fhort 


@uration; they retired itis true, and bent dre 
rout towards the Brerdsbevn hills, irrcfolute 
whether they fhould quit the provinces in- 
tirely, or only lodge themiclves in conve- 
hient quarters in that high country, whete 
they would be ready to commence a new 


{eerie of deftri@ien as foon as the rains 
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broke wp (which they generally do about 
the latter end of Sepremster or the middle of 
Ogfaber. } 


It was by moft believed that the ehemy 
had taken their departure for their own 
country, and it i certain they had formed 
that refolution; when on a fudden, to the 
utter amazement of all, Baffsar Pundir ifs 
fied orders to march inte Bengal; fo his 
ill deftiny prompted, that he mught by hig 
fall pay a facrifice for the cruel enormities 
committed on all ranks, by thofe under his 
command. « 


They returned about the latter end 6f 
July, and pitched their tents on the higheit 
parts of the Burdomaan country, and fetrled 
themfélves there for the remainder of the 
rainy feafon. 


On this event a genefal face of ruin fuc= 
ceeded. Many of the inhabitants, weavers, 
and hutbandmen fled, the Arungs were in @ 
ptear deprce deferted, the lands untilled, 
and the wretched fugitives who had eicaped 
with nothing but their wives and children, 
ind whatever they could carry in. their 
hands, thought there was no fafety for 
them, until they, arrived on the Eajflern 
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fhore of the Ganges ; to which they flock- 
ed in fhoals, without intermiffion for many 
days together. - 

The manufactures of the Aruegs te- 
ceived fo injurious a blow at this period, 
that they have ever fince loft their original 
purity and eftimation, and probably will never 
recover them again ; but it is neceilary we 
explain what influenced Bofchar Pundit, to 
take the extraordinary and unexpected ftep 
above-mentioned. 


There was an officer employed in the 
receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named 
Mbir Hubbech who had embezzled a con- 
fiderable fum, and had otherways been 
suilty of mal-adminiftration in the execu- 
tion of his truft; this man had been orde- 
red foon after Aliverdi's {eizing the governs 
ment, to repair to the capital, and render 
an account of the branch committed to 
him ; he was bold and enterpriling, of 
folid judgment, minutely acquainted with 
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and 
nature of the revenues; to draw his cha- 
ra¢ter, in fhort we need only fay, be was 
in political virtue the very counterpart of 
Hodjee Hamvt. 


Con- 
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Confcious that his conduct at Daccz 
would not bear the teft of examination, he 
availed himielf of the prefent juncture of 
confufion, and in place of repairing to the 
capital, he fled to Bofcher Pundit, and ar- 
rived in his camp, at the very period, that 
general refolved to quit the provinces and 
return to Sitfaras, 


His known character and abilities procu- 
red him a ready and welcome reception, 
and his mifchievous talents made him a 
dangerous inftrament in the hands of thefe 
invaders, to accomplifh in a manner the 
utter deftruction of the country; he repre- 
fented to Bofchar Pundit, « That in the 
*€ prelent itare of the provinces, he might 
* with facility and fecurity affume the 
vernment of the Soubshdaary himlelf; 
that it would be inglorious far him £9 re- 
treat with the caly, when be could take the 
cow aij, that the rains won!d joon break 
** up, and fet hiscalvalry at liberty, and that 
® he bad no canfe to apprehend the ulurper 
* wouldeyer have any poweror farce capable 
“| ofoppofing him.” Ao/esar Pundit greedily 
hcarkened to this pernicious advice, immedi- 
aicly changed his rout,and returned from By- 
ervomeen to Burdom™aan, as before remarked ; 
and havihg hxeg"his head quarters at Burd- 
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gan, he fent proper officers at the head of 
{mall parties to colleé&t the revenues at every 
feat of cuftom, and this they did for fome 
time with as much tranquillity, as if they 
had been the natural fovercigns of the 
country. 


During thefe tranfactions the ulurper was 
not ide, as foon as he had certain intelli- 
genee that the enemy had repafied the Gut- 
wgb river, he quitted the city, and being 
foon after re-inforced -by the Patza levics, 
and the number of dhis Pefans increafed 
from the Northward, jhe formed his camp 
in-the neighbourhood af Marfibadabad,— 
the Engii/o, French and Defcb, thought 1t 
neceflary during the rains, ‘by various means 
to fortify alfo, and add ‘to the ftrength of 
their feveral fetthements, at Fort Witham, 
Chundernagere, Fiougly and Cefimbuzar, 
though 5 a unmojeited in their perfons 
or property by the enemy. 


Early in Odfoder the enemy, by the ad- 
vice of Mbir Hubdeeb,, threw a ftrong bridge 
of boats over the Cufwaéd river, the de- 
fence of which was given to him; by his 
affiftance alfo the enemy was now iupplied 
with foie {mall cannon, fire arms and am- 
munition ; he conftructed for the defence 
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of his bridge two large boats, the one con- 
tiguous aboye, the other. below the bridge 
on the Plaffey fide ; on thefe he threw plat- 
forms on which he planted a few carriage 
pitces, forming effectual barricadoes with 
loop holes, for the fecurity of his own 
people, as well as for the annoyance of the 
wlucpers troops, in cafe they thould prove 
hardy enough to attack the bridge, for the 
defence of which he embarked with him 
the bit markimen be could éelect.— 


This difpofition beg compleated, the 
whole of the Madarattor army croffed 
over, and began their incurfions to diffe. 
rent parts of the ifiand, where ever the 
waters would admit their marching; fome- 
times thowing themfelves in {trong bodies 
round the wfurper’s camp, infuling him 
with opprobrious language and infults, tho’ 
not daring to attack him. 


The latter end of Ooder she rains broke 
up, the waters decreafed. hourly, and the 
toads foon became paffable every where; it 
was now the enemy thought 1: edvifeable 
to recall their de:ached parties, and un‘te 
_ their whole force, which they drew up be- 
tween the ufurper's camp and Pies grove, 
fecure of 2 oe to. their naee + here 
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they halted three days, and reported they 
would wait there and give the ufurper 
battle. 


Almerdi, elated at this report, took the 
field, and advanced towards the encmy, 
not doubting but that if he could once 
bring them toa general engagement, It 
would prove decifive in his favor.—His 
. whole force amounted to about forty-eight 
thoufand men, of whom barely twenty 
thoufand were horfe, whereas the enemy's 
was wholly compofed of cavalry, an ad- 
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail 
themfelves of, by the fagacious counfel of 
Mbir Hudbeed, through the courle of this 
deftructive and long conteit. 


As the ufurper advanced, they retreated 
towards the bridge, which.they now re- 
folved to repafs; this they could not effect 
without their rear being warmly attacked 
and harraffed by Aliverdi, who for this 
_purpofe advanced with a chofen body of 
horfe, fome hours before the main body of 
his army. 


The enemy had gained the bridge, and 
affed over three fourths of their army; 
when A/rverd! madea fu 2X affault upon the 
remainder, 
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femainder, and threw them into confufion } 
but notwithftanding a heavy flaughter made 
amongit them, the greateft part of them 
recovered the bridge, and Afverd? was ob- 
liged to draw off his people (who began 
to be feverely galled by the fire from Mé?r 
Hubbeed's floating machine, and retired out 
of the reach of the thot, where he ftayed 
sa his heavy cannon was brought up to 
im. 


Had Méir Hubdeed, in obedience to Baj- 
char Pundit’s orders, drawn off his party, 
atid deftroyed the bridge, as foon as the 
rear of the Mahbaratter army pait it, and 
Aliverd? retired, he would have gained 
great reputation in the action; but not fui- 

ecting the ufurper’s cannon could poffibly 
bie fo near, as they really were, he was fo 
rath as to remain on his poft, until /- 
werd? had with altonifhing expedition open- 
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon 
it-—Mbir Hubbeeb, ttood one difcharge 
_ from the battery, and now perceiving his 
error, attempted to efcape with his party ; 
but Afiverti had pofted a body of horfe fo 
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the 
difcharge from his battery, they fell in pell 
mell with the enemy on the bridge, and a 
furious engagement eniued, in which Mir 
% 7 K Huboeed's 
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Hubbech’s party, three excepted, were cut 
to pieces. Himfelf and thole three gained 
the Cxutwed fhore, and by the advantage of 
a fleet horle that waited for him, he efcap- 
edto the Madharatior army. A melancholy 
event clofed the action; Afverdt’s troops 
crouding in too great numbers upon the 
bridge, it failed under them, and a thoufand 
brave fellows perifhed in the river. 


The wlurper repaired the bridge with all 
offible diligence, and crofled over his troops 
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy, who 
artiully eluded every attempt he made to 
bring them to a general action; thus by 
continual marches and couwnter-marches, 
his troops, particularly his foot, were al- 
mott exhauited by fatigue ; whilft ihe Maha- 
rattors in detached parties ranged the pro- 
vinces at large, collecting the revenues with- 
out the Icatt interrupion, the ufurper not 
daring to divide his army further than re- 
inforcing the garifon of Buichs Bunder on 
the Ganges with 500 horlé and rooo gun 
men, under fhe command of Serafiif Ma- 
homer. 


firverd’, touched with deep chagrin at 
fecing his fo lately ufurped dominions a 
prey to his cnemies, ent bang ablz to 
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protect them, or bring the Madaratters td 
any decifive action, at laft refolved to treat 
with Bofcher Pundit ; but that General was 
fo elated with fuccefs, that he now added, 
at the inftigation of Mbir Hudjeeh a new 
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan, 
wiz. © that the ufurper fhould alfo reftore 
« the Soubahthip to Souja K4an's family, 
‘© and refign the government he had fo 
wickedly ufarped to Suffraaz Kéan's el- 
« deft fon.” Mbir Budbeeb, who kacw 
any treaty of peace would be faal to him- 
felf, artfully threw this ftumbling block in 
the way, which he forefaw would render 
the treaty of none effect ; and to carry this 
point, he infinuated to Bachar Pundit, 
‘that unlefs this article was infilted on, 
‘ the molt effential and pofitive part of the 
‘© Emperor's orders would appear totally 
neglected, and willed him with great 
* humility to reflect how he would anfwer 
« this neglect to his mafter, the King of 
« Sutarab.” 
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This additional article produced the ef- 
feét tha: Mbir Huddeed expected ; for it 
was refufed by the brothers with marks of 
refentment and difdain, and holtilities were 
immediately commenced again on both fides. 


=. s happened between 
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them, in which the ufurper’s horfe always 
gained fome advantage; but thefe produced 
nothing decifive. 


_ Hodjee Hamet, who never fuffered any 
{cruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleit 
means to accomplifh his views; in a pri- 
vate letter fent to his brother, urged the 
neceflity in their prefent fituation, of at- 
tempting that by treachery, which they 
had failed in obtaining by every other 
means. éfiverat, who faw the hazardous 
and neceflitous pofture of their affairs, as 
well as his brother, did not long oppofe the 
motion. Hodjee formed the plan, and it. 
Was executed in manner following, 


A treaty was fet on foot by Almerdi, 
who, under pretence of making it more 
conclufive and lefs liable to interruptions, 
propoitd a conference with Bofthar Pundit, 
the overture was accepted by that General, 
contrary tothe opinion of MAzr Hudbeed 
and the reft of his principal officers. 


Tt was agreed that a fpacious tent 
fhould be prepared and creéted by the ufur- 
per, midway between the two armies, where 
the chiefs were to meet on a certain day 
and hour, attended each with cighty fol- 
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lowers only, and that in the mean time hof- 
tilities on both fides fhould ceafe. 


The appointed time being come, and all 
things prepared for the reception of the 
chiefs, they advanced with the ftipulated 
number of followers, confifting on both 
fides of principal officers. When they 
approached near the tent, Almera entered 
firft, and was followed by Bo/char Pundit 
without the leaft fufpicion of treachery. 


The ufual flutes and ceremontals being 
over, and both parties feated, on a fignal 
given, two hundred fele& men who had 
been concealed by Afiverdi between a dou- 
ble lining of the tent, fuddenly rufhed out, 
and cut the Maebaratfor General and his 
party to pieces, before they were able to 
draw their fcymitars, two or three only 
efcaping in the confufion. : 


At the fame inftant a fignal was difplay~ 
cd from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
feeedy advance of the ufurper’s army; this 
being obferved by the Mabarattor army, 
they alfo began to be in motion, not know- 
_ ingas yet what had happened ; but being not 

long after joined by thofe who had cicaped 
the flaughter, and informed of the fate of 
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their general and officers, they breathed 
sothing but fury and revenge. 


In the firft tranfports of their rage they 
advanced, and feemed refolved to avenge the 
treachery, by given immediate battle to the 
ufurper; but here, the wifdom and addreis 
of Mir Hubdech interpofed; he reprefent- 
edtothem, “* that the only means to frul- 
“ trate the great object the ufurper had in 
“ view by this treacherous aflaffination, 
*« was, to avoid coming to a general achon 
« with him.” His arguments gatned force 
and influence from the diftracted ftate of 
the army, being now under no head, or any 
regular command; and obferving the ufur- 
per advancing towards them in full march, 
they fuddenly retired, to his great mortifi- 
cation and dilfappointment. 


As foon as the diforder in the Maharat- 
jor army fubfided, they elected unanimoutly 
Alice Bey for their General, an officer that 
held the next rank to Bajchar Pundit, and 
who bore a confiderable cegree of reputa- 
tion amongit them ; and now their conduct 
fecmed to thew that they had refolved to 
execute that yengeance on the diftrefled 
country and inhabitants, which they could 
fot execute on the ufurper himlelf: To 
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this end, they planted fimall parties of ob- 
fervation about the fkirts of his army to 
report his motions, and appointing Nagur, 
the capital of Bieréobeen for their general 
rendezvous, they divided their army and 
carried fire and (word in all their different 
routs ; — they detached a ftrong body to 
Butchs Bunder, which they attacked, took, 
and plundered ; perpetrating every where 
the moft execrable cruclties that revenge 
and inhumanity could dictate, cutting off 
the ears, nofes, and hands, of any of the 
inhabitants whom they fufpected of con- 
cealing their wealth, or valueable move- 
ables, fometimes carrying their barbarity fo 
far as cutting off the breafts of women on 


the fame pretence, neither fex or age pro- | 
ving any fecurity againft thefe enraged bar- | 


barlans. 


During thefe horrid feenes of defolation, 
the ufurper left no itratagems uneflayed to 
bring the enemy to a battle, but all his 
endeavours proved ineffectual: He was in 
continual chafe of them from the beginning 
of December 1742, to the end of February 
1742+3, and at length, with aftonifhing 
bravery and perfeverance obliged them to 
repair to their general rendezvous, and to 
retire out of the provinces over the Birrbo- 

( K 4 becn 


= 


a 


deen hills, from whence they foon took their 
departure for Siffaraf, to render an account 
of their expedition—leaving many of their’ 
brethren behind them in the hands of 
Alwerd?, who had been taker prifoners in 
different aétions; amongit the prifoners, 
was an officer of diftinétion, chara¢ter, and 
authority, named Sefarow, of whom we 
fhall again have occalion to make mention, 


The ufurper had hardly time to breath 
and form fome hopes of recefs and eafe to 
himielf, and tranquillity to bis harraffed and 
defolate country ; when he was again alarm- 
ed by advices from Orife, that another 

Mare army Of Maharattors had entered the pro- 

Aene vinces by the way of Cuttack, commanded 

we by Ragejee; and to compleat his diitreis, 
and put his fortitude to the utmoit proof, 
he fhortly after received intelligence by 
expreis from Hodjee; that a third army of 
Mabaratters had entered by the fide of ~ 
Patna commanded by Ballerow, and had 
already penctrated within a day or two's 
march of Srelygully. Thele Generals led 
each an army of 60,c00 horie; the firft 
had been difpatched from Sittarab, to en- 
force the orders before given to Bofchar 
Pundit, and te fupport him in the execu- 
tion of them; the latter, fet out later from: 


. 


the fame city with inftrudctions to join Ra- 
gojee,y and avenge the murder of Bachar 
Pundit, of which advice had been received: 
at Sifterab, by exprefies fent from Breréo- 
deen immediately after that event. 


The ufurper thus befet, and apprehentive 
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and 
again cut off from his capital; directed his 
march with the utmoit celerity to Curwad 
bridge, which he gained, patled over his 
whole army, deftroyed the bridge, and pro- 
ceeded to his capital, with a mind greatly 
agitated and opprefied by the reflection of 
being again forced to abandon his country 
to mercilels enemics, whom he was not 
able to oppofe with troops enfeebled by 
continual Jabour and hardihips. 


The reader may remember of how great 
importance the pafs of Siclyeully might have 
been to the unfortunate Sujfraaz Khan, had 
it been properly put in a itate of defence ; 
The ufurper well knew it's confequence, 
and therefore foon after lis poffeiling him- 
felf of the Soubahfhip, he ftationed there 
a trulty officer with proved troops, and three 
pieces of cannon—depending that a vigo- 
rous ftand would there be made againit the 
invaders on the fide of Patna, and their 
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entrance into Benga/ at leaft retarded, if the: 
pa/s was as well defended as it was capable 
of; not fufpecting that there was a pofli- 
bility of their obtaining an inlet by any 
other pafiage, unlefs they marched far to 
the Weftward by the Pacher road, and en- 
tered by Brerésheen, as Bofchar Pundit had 
done the preceeding year, flattering him- 
feli that by fo long a march they would 
not be able to reach the province before the 
annual rains fet in; but herein his fore- 


hight failed him, 


Ballajee Row, more commonly (though 
improperly) known by the name of Ba/- 
ferow, on his arrival in the neighbourhood 
of Boegiypore, received intelligence from 
thofe who had joined him, and were des 
clared enemics of the ufurper's houfe, that 
by his attempting to force the pafs of Sic/y- 
gully he would hazard the lofs of a multi- 
tude of his men, and probably in the end 
be obliged to relinquith the defign with dif 
grace to his arms.—The Pacher road was 
propofed, but he declined hearkening to it, 
urging ‘ that thereby he fhould lofe his 
* harvett of plunder for that year, all 
** which would be appropriated by | his 
“ thiend Regeyer to_fatten himfelf and fol- 
" lowers; whilft de and fis pecple would 
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« be left to farve on the Padjee (paltry) 
‘* contributions, he had been able to rae 
« in Babar,’ 


Whilit he was under this difficulty, the 
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy 
Bengal) diétated a mealure, that extricated 
him without danger to himéelf or followers. 
He fent for fome of the petty Rajahs from 
the neighbouring Cof/gerg hills, and quet- 
tioning them concerning a paflage through 
the hills to Benza/, he offered them a large 
reward if any of them would fupply him 
with guides to aniwer that purpoie. The 
Rajahs to a man, were well enough dii- 
poled to comply with his wifhes; for the 
ufurper’s treacherous condu& during the 
firit fix years of his government of Bahar, 
had rendered his name as hateful as dread- 
ful to them all; yet none of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges of 
mountains that feparated Babar trom Ber- 
gai, to engage in fo hazardous an under- 
taking. 


The enquiry and reward being however 
bruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old peafant an inhabitant of Co/zong hills ; 
this man came to the Madsarattor camp, 
and delired to be introduced to the prefence 
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of the General, which having obtained, 
he boldly undertook, on the forfeirure of 
his head, to guide his army through fecret 
pailes into Benga/, for a reward of one 


Lac of Rupees paid down to his family. 


cima 


The General ‘taking two of the Rajahs 
afide to whoo the peafant was known, and 
inquiring of them touching the charatter 
of the man, and what depree of credit 
might be given to his veracity and know-» 
ledge, received fuch encouragement that 
be no longer doubted, and accordingly paid 
down the money, and iffued his orders for 
marching the next day, 


The guide with faithfulneis and dexteri- 
ty led the whole Maharattor army, at firtt 
Weflward, a point or two Southerly, until 
he found 2 pa/i, which he fought for about 

the center of the range of the Co/gong hills : 
This pafs found, was his mark for the re- 
mainder of the expedition; he earried them 
through this pafs by very practicable roads 
with much facility, until the mouth of it 
opened upon the level country between the. 
Colgang and Telhagurry hills, from hence 
his courft was duc South, which led to 
the fecond pafs through the laft-mentioned 
Aills; this pats he accom plifhed with equal 
; ) eate, 
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eafe, from hence for two days he crofied 
the level country, that lies between the 
Telliagurry and Rajambol mountains, thaping 
his courfe about South Eait ; atnight he told 
the General he muit halt until the morning 
fun appeared.—In the morning he led them 
due South, and in the evening of the fame 
day entered a pafs which guided them 
through the Rajaméef mountains, and land- 
ed-(if we may be allowed the expretiion ) 
the whole army, without the lofs cither of 
man or horfe in Benga/, on the plains 
Weit of the city of Rajaméo! at a little 
town called Banian Gang. Having per- 
formed his obligation in fix days from leav- 
ing Bagulpore (more commonly by the 
Englith called Bagiypere} through ways un- 
til this period deemed totally impaffible, 
he was farther rewarded with handfome 
prefents by Bafajee Row, and departed to 
his home: his name was Sitfaram Roy, @ 
Gentoo of the Reazpoat tribe. — Ballajee 
Rew reached Bantan Gang the 13th of 
March, Anns 1742-3. 


The ufurper, who had received exprefs 
intelligence of Baflajee Row'’s departure 
from Beguipore, and. of the march of his 
army Weitward; did not entertain the leait 
doubt put he was gone round the moun- 
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tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Brer- 
bebeen, and was fo much convinced of it, 
that he began to prepare again for taking 
the field, proje&ting that he might be able 
to bring the other army under Kegayee to an 
engagement, and defeat him before he could 
poiibly be joined by Ballayee Row; but he 
had hardly formed this refolution, when he 
was advifed by a courier from his Governor 
of Rujabmbol, * That Ballajee Row had en- 
« tered Benga! by paffes through the moun- 
*‘ tains, and was by that time, he believed 
« joined with Ragger.” 


This intelligence fhocked the ufurper’s 
prefent hopes, but not his courage and con- 
ftancy; he laid afide the project of re- 
pafling the Cufwah river—but determined, 
not to coop himéelf wp again in his capital, 
for the defence of which having made every 
necellary provilion, he formed a Itrong 
camp not far from the city, preferving a 
ready communication with it. 


The two Meéeratier Generals met in 
the Burdomaan country, the 17th Mares, 
1742-3, and after a private conference the 
following agreement was publifhed, “ that 
“an equal partition of the revenues and 
* plunder fhould be made betweer the two 
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“ armies, who neverthelels were to act 
 diftinétly under their refpective Generals 
‘and officers.” They then fettled the dif- 
ferent routs of their detached {mall parties, 
and took intire pofieflion of the country. 
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar- 
mies, they marched to Cutwad, conftruct- 
ed a new bridge, and pafled over with their 
whole force. Here they again feparated, 
and renewed the depradations every where 
that Bojthar Pundit had began the preced- 


ing year, 


During thefe tranfactions the ufurper 
kept himielf within his intrenchments, yet 
he was not idle; convinced he could not 
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left 
but to combat them with fraud and itrata- 
gem, weapons that he was as great a mal- 
ter of as of arms. His firft movement, was 
to acquire a minute knowledge of the tem- 
per, genius, capacity, and characters of the 
two leaders of the enemy, and how they 
affected each other; in all thee particulars 
he obtained perfect fatisfaction, by the 
means of his prifoner Sefarew before men- 
tioned, whom he had diftinguifhed by every 
mark of favor and refpeét from the time he 
Aicft fell into his hands, forefeeing he might 
be of future ufe to him; from the arrival 
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ef the two armies he had redoubled his 
carefies, and of an enemy, had made him 
a falt friend. 


Drvide and canguer, was one of the ufur- 
per's favorite maxims in politics, as well as 
war; by the lights he had received from. 
Seflarow, he rightly judged the minds of 
the enemies Generals were tly difpofed to 
take the imprefiion he intended to ftamp on 
them—he learnt that Balfajee Row, was 
hot, infolent, and withal avaritious to an 
extreme degree; that Raggee was the bra- 
velt foldier, but irritated and jealous at Ba/- 
dajee Row's being fent equal in command 
with him, as he bore a fuperior rank to the 
other; and more to favor the ufurper's art+ 
fal views, he was informed that already 
there fubfifted fome mifunceritandings be- 
tween them and their refpective troops, 
touching fuipicions of an unjuit divifion of 
their plunder on both fides. 


With thefe materials he began to work, 
laboring to enlarge a breach that was not 
yet wide enough for an attack; his plan 
was, by every means to promote the growth 
of thofe feeds of divifion and jealoufy which 
had already taken root amongit them; to 
this end, he direéted fome capable red 

aries 


faries (fully inftruéted) to defert to both 
armies, thefe executed his purpofes fo well 
that they produced the effect he withed ; 
they prepoffeffed the enemy againit them- 
felyes, and they accufed each other of illicit 
practices in the divifion both of the teve- 
nues and plunder, and the {pies were fo 
well armed, that they produced proofs and 
youchers of many inftances (on both fides) » 
that would not admit of contradicton. 
This occafioned mutual heats and animofi- 
ties between the two armies, and an open 
rupture foon followed, each relolving to 
act in future on a feparate and independant 
footing; the ufurper feized this favorable 
occafion, and knowing Seffarow had an in- 
fluence over Ballajee Row, (to whom he 
was related) he employed him to negotiate 
in the moft fecret manner, a feparate treaty 
of peace with that General. 


Sefiarow exerted his power with fuch 
fuccefs, that he fon’ difpofed his relation 
to receive favorable impreffions of the ufur- 
yer, and readily to hearken to a peace with 
im; to this he was the more eafily in- 
duced, as thereby he indulged his ruling 
pation, by hopes of making his own market 
of the Ufurper, without the participation of 
his rival Raggee. 
The 
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The preliminaries of this treaty were 
foon adjufted, “ the ulurper was to cede 
“ to Bailajee Row alone, the Chou? of two 
** years revenues; and Batfajer Row engaped 
** on his part, to join the Ufurper with his 
“force, and afiftt him in driving Ragojee 
‘* and his army out of the provinces.” It 
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap- 
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragaojee ; 
Ballajee Row's army fhould advance nearer 
to the Ufurper’s camp,—and make a thew 
of attacking it; this movement was not 
only made to amufe Reger, bat alfo to fa- 
cilitate a perfonal conference between the 
Ulurper and the General, which was to 
take place on the thirtieth of March 1743, 
near Plajffey. 


Qn the twenty-ninth, the ufurper quitted 
his camp, and directed his march towards 
Plafey; he was not far advanced, before 
his {pies brought him intelligence, that 
Ragoee's army was in motion, 2s well as 
Ballajee Rew's, this raifed « fafpicion in Af- 
verd, that the treaty was only affented to, 
to amufe him, and draw him out of this 
camp; therefore he immediately retired to 
it again, and the treaty was ret:rded until 
the motions of the two armies were ex- 
plained to him. 


Seffarorg 
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Sefarow, deeply chagrined at fafpicions 
which reflected on his own fucerity, enga- 
ged on the forfeiture of his head for shat 
of his coufin, which being fupported by a 
folemn oath (by the Ganges) on the part 
of Ballajes Row, Alfverdi’s doubts fubfided, 
the treaty was refumed, and the conference 
appointed on the third of 4pri/, but the 
place of meeting was changed to Midzway, 
between Plaj/y and Burwab, a few miles 
nearer his camp and capital *. 


The fecond of April, the ufurper again 
quitted his camp, and began his march, 
having draughted off a felect body of 30,000 
horfé, commanded by Muflapha Khan, 
that moved on his flank, to be an occafional 
check on Regaree. 


The third, the chicfs met at the appoint- 
ed place, in a tent (previoully examined by 
deputies from both parties} about two 
corfe diftant from each of their armies.— 
The condition openly infifted upon by the 
Mabaratior was, ** that twenty-fve lac of 

* The caufe that pave rife to Airverdi’s fulpicians, 
was this.——Aagejee having heard that Patlajre Rew 
intended to attack Atfverdi's catnp, and judging the 
city would fal)-a prey to him if he fucceeded, put his 
army in motion, that he might be near at hand, to 
come in for a fhare of the plunder, 

L, 2 rupees, 
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«‘ rupees, for two years Chout of the reve- 
« nues, fhould be paid down in gold,"— 
to this the Ufurper replied, “ that how- 
‘ ever unreafonable the demand, con- 
“ fidering they themielves had collected 
‘ phe whole of the revenues and cuftoms 
« for the lait two years, yet, he would 
« not make any objection, provided that 
“ Ragojee could be brought to fign the 
“ treaty, otherwiie that he could not fubmit 
“ toit:’ This unexpected propofal was 
highly difguftful to Ballajee Rew, and had 
well nigh broke off the treaty ; but by the 
interpofition of Sefarew, he was at laft 
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rugs- 
jee, but not until he had been made eafy 
by the promife of a private ftipulation for 
himlelf. 


Ragojee immediately returned for anfwer, 
« that he would hearken to no terms of 
« accommodation, unlels the payment of 
® the Chout in perpetuity, was eftablifhed 
«to them, as a preliminary article for 
* treating at all *." 


When the meffenger returned with this 
laconic reply, the treaty feemed for fome 
* This preliminary was dictated to him by Mir 
Fiubberh, who joined Ragojer as foon as hg entered the 
province of Bengal, 
tume 


time unhing ed. — However by the addrefs 


and mediation of Sefarew, a leparate peace 
was at lait concluded -with Ballajee Row, on 
the following terms. ‘ That the Ufurper 
« {hall pay down two years Chout, efti- 
ss mated at twenty-two lac of rupees in 
« sold, and that Ballajee Row fhould either 
* fatisty Ragojee, oF join the Uiurper to 
«© drive dim out of the country.” To the 
performance of which they both folemnly 
engaged themfelves by the moft obligatory 
oaths; this done and mutual compliments 
and prefents made, they parted, 


The Ufurper with great punctuality per- 
formed his part of the treaty in two days, 
and Ballajee Row, fo far regarded it, that 
he drew off his army, repafled Catwab 
river, and retired to Burdomaan, followed 
by Ragojee, who thought himfelf no match 
for the Ufurper on equal terms. 


Ballajee row, recalled all his detached 
parties, and making a dividend amangtt his 
troops of part of the Ufurper’s contribution, 
according to their different ranks, he quitted 
Bengall, and’ marched by way of Bierde- 
keen to Siftarab; leaving (in breach of his 
folemn oath) Ragejee to make the beft 
terms he could for himfelf. 

L 3 This 


This General made the moit of his time, 
and immediately took pofieflion of thofe 
parts of the country, which had been lately 
evacuated by Baflajee Row’s flying parties ; 
he fent Méir Hudbéeeb, with the title and 
authority of General, to take poffeffion of 
Oriffa, who accordingly feated himfelf at 
Cuttack, where he ruled as fovereign of 
the province, 


The Ufurper, called upon by the univer- 
fal clamour of the people, and diftreffes 
of his country, once more quitted his ca- 
pital, crofled over Cufwed river, and mar- 
ched in puriuit of Ragojee ; in which chafe 
he was employed all the remaining part of 
Aprii, and until the middle of May, without 
being able by any art or itratagem, to bri ng 
him to a general action, and the rains fetting 
in earlier than ufual this year, and the 
roads becoming impaflable, both armies 
were obliged to go into quarters, about the 
twentieth of May; at the clofe of this 
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pol- 
felon of Orijf/a, and of all the country on 
the Weiftern fhore of the Hoewg/ey river, 
from #affafore to within a few miles of 
Tenna's Forf, near the Englys fetthement 
of Fort William *. 

* Alrverdi retired with his army to Merfbadahad and 
Ragejer, with his main body va Bieréson during the rains. 

Though 


4. 


( t5t ) 

Though the treaty of peace with Ba//a- 
jee Row anfwered a prefent purpofe, and re- 
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme- 
diate danger which threatened himfelf, his 
capital and family, yet it afforded no relief 
to the provinces; the partial execution of 
the treaty on the part of the MeAaratter, 
he could not be much {urprifed at, as him- 
felf had fet them an example of perfidious 
treachery. 


Every evil attending deftructive war; 
was felt by this unhappy country in the 
molt eminent degree ; a fearcity of grain 
in all parts, the wages of labor greatly en- 
hanced, trade, foreign and inland, laboring 
under every difadvantange and oppreffion ; 
—and though during the receffes of the 
enemy from ‘fuse to Odeber, the manu- 
factors of this opulent kingdom raifed 
their drooping heads, yet the duration of 
their reprieves from danger was fo fhort,' 
that every ipecies of cloth at the Arungt 
were haftily, and confequently badly fabri- 
cated, though immentfely raifed in their 
prices, and from thefe caufe, came into 
difrepute at all the foreign markets, parti- 
cularly at the Weftern ports of “fuddad, 
Mocha, and Buffarah. 
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The trade of the Europeans became 
greatly embarrafled and injured, and their 
effeéts often plundered by the enemy, ahd 
thefe grievances much heightened by op- 
preflive exactions of the Ufurper; but in 
this they were not fingular, for the whole 
of the people who yet remained within the 
reach of his grafp, fuffered equally in this 
refpeat, even Yuggaat Seet’s houfe, who fo 
eminently promoted his ufurpation, was 
often fleeced; to the malicious joy of all, 
who were friends to Soujas Kéan’s family. 


For thefe oppreffive meafures the Ufurper 
had nothing to plead in extenuation, but 
the neceffities of bis_fituation ; and in truth, 
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he 
was, they were {uch, as would have merited 
the deepeft commiferation ; for though by 
his ufurpation he became poffefied of the 
treafures of the three laft Soubahs, yet fo 
immenfe were his continual expences and 
difburfements, that little of them remained ; 
for notwithftanding what has been faid of 
the treaty with Baflajee Row, it was pretty 
| well known, he did not buy the abience 
| and retreat of that General, for a fum leis 
than five Aorare of rupees, though the 
twenty-two lac for two years Chout only 
were {pecioufly publifhed to the world, to 

—_ fave 


fave the credit of the Ufurper, and to afford 
an opportunity to the Maharatior of fecreting 
from his followers all above that fum, which 
he 4 eer. to his own ufe, befides the 
lions fhare of the twenty-two lac, therefore 
he was well enabled at his departure to pre- 
fent to ‘feyndi Amet Khan, Hedjee's fecond 
fon, a fingle compleat drefs (for Seerpab) 
valued at two lac of rupees. 


Odober 1743, opened the next campaign, 
when the Ufurper again took the field, and 
Ragojee defeending from the heights of Bier- 
dobeen, aflembled his forces about Burd- 
qwan.—The fucceeding months exhibited 
the fame fcenes of marches, countermar- 
ches, retreats and fkirmifhes, with various 
fuccefs; but with uniform mifery to the 
people, who now. for the fir time, began 
to be plundered, and cruelly treated, as 
well by the detached parties of the Ufur- 
per as of the enemy, thofe affuming the 
drefs and accoutrements of the Maéarat- 
fers, to cover and conceal their villanies. 


In March 1744, thefe invaders entered 
the provinces in freth fhoals, by Curtack, 
Bierfobeen and Patna, excited by the im- 
menfe booty carried off by their brethren, 
the two preceding years—and thus this mi- 
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{erable country fell annually a prey to thé 
depradations of the Maharatrors, under 
various leaders for the fix fucceeding years, 
receiving no effectual check, but from the 
fucceffion of the ufual rainy feafons; during 
thefe intermediate {paces the country was 
left to fatten, that it might again be worth 
devouring, During all this {pace, the Ufur- 
per fuitained himielf with amazing con- 
itancy, intrepidity and addrefé, though often 
reduced to the decpeft diftrefles ; parts of his 
capital being frequently attacked and plun-< 
dered. 


In the latter part of the year 1744, by 
indefatigable marches he attacked and beat 
up all the quarters of the enemy, and ob- 
liged them to retire much fooner than ufual. 
Orija only remaining in their poflefiion, 
eatly in December 1744, he marched to that 
province, where with expedition hardly to 
be conceived, he retook Curtack, and re- 
covered the provinee, obliging the enemy 
to retreat to the hills, then leaving forces 
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar- 
rived at the capital, the beginning of Fe- 
ébruary 1744-5, crowned with laurels, and 
received with wonder. Here revolving in ™ 
his mind the confufion of affairs in the 
province of Babar and city of Pafna, and 
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its importance to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into his country, and refolving 
to have a Governor there, whole courage, 
capacity and integrity he might repoie a 
perfect confidence in, he fixed upon his ne- 
phew “Jeyndee Amet Khan for this poit of 
truft, who poffeiied thefe qualities in a very 
high degree; he foon after fet out for his 
government, elcorted by a {trong body of 


herte, 


We fhall fhun the taik of entering 
further minutely into the particular oc- 
currences of thefe annual invafions, which 
would only exhibit an irkfome detait 
of murders, oppreilions, and diitrefles, 
fimilar to thofe already recited; but as 
we cannot help viewing this Ufurper in 
an extraordinary light, we fhould be 
inexcufable in neglecting to lay betore 
the public and poiterity thoic ftriking 
events, which were interefting in them- 
felves, and which more firongly mark the 
character and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courfe of this deftruc- 
tive eight years war; with this inteat only 
we again re{ume our narrative from the: 
clofe of the year 1745, 2 period which 
gave birth to an vesent, that eventually 
proved not =", the deftruction of his hi- 

therto 


therto favorite General, but alio that of his 
brother and nephew. 


It was at the time juft mentioned above, 
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain 
fufpicions and jealoufy of the great reputa- 
tion and power of Mujlapha Khan, who had 
by his maiter's liberality and other means, 
at different times acquired great wealth, 
which he profufely beftowed on the foldiery, 
but chiefly on the Patans, thereby gaining 
a dangerous popularity, that bore too much 
the femblance of ambitious views; whether 
he really had any defigns againft his maiter 
is not known, but being the idol of the 
army was caufe fufficient to make him ob- 
noxious, in a povernment where no fubject 
can with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince 
be poffeffed with a fuperior degree of power 
or renown, 


The Ulurper had received intelligence 
from his brother Hodjee, that Mujtapba 
Khan was forming defigns to his prejudice, 
and that he had actually concerted meatures 
with the Medarattors, for cutting him off 
the enfuing year, and placing hinvelf ip 


the government, 


Whether this intelligence had truth for 
it’s foundation, or was only afterwards de- 
vil 
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vifed to cover the ftep, that was premedi- 
tated againft Mu/fapba Khan, ts uncertain ; 
Hodjee, however, had the addrefs to produce 
vouchers for his fufpicions that bore the 
femblance of facts, and thefe acquiring 
weight from the brother's apprehenfions of * 
that General's known talents, ‘reputation, 
and popularity, it was refolved at all events 
that he fhould be affaflinated the next time 
he appeared at court, and affaffins were 
accordingly provided, ftationed for his re- 
ception. 


But Muffapha Khan being generally be- 
loved, the defign againit him could not be 
fo fecretly conducted, as to prevent his re- 
met hints to provide for his fafety, and 
though thefe were imperfect, they were yet 
fufficiently alarming to urge his immediate 
departure from the city, with 3009 Patan 
horfe, and in about twelve hours after, he 
was followed by Swm/feer Kaban, a Patan 
General next in command to him, with 
about 2ooo more of their country-men; 
the whole being joined, by rapid marches, 
they arrived at Siclyguily, before any ful- 
picion or intelligence of a breach between 
them and the Ufurper had reached the 
commmander of that paff, and by a well 
feigned ftory of their being difpatched to 


join 
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join and re-inforce ‘fonder Amet Khan, 
they were permitted to advance into Babar 
without interruption ; intending to pafs 
through that province into the Patan 
country. 


So great a defection of his beft troops, 
with two officers of fuch reputation at their 
head, ftruck the Uiurper with the deepett 
apprehenfions, and this on a double icore ; 
he had the greateft caufe to dread a union 
between the Mabaratters and Mujflapbha 
Aban, and by the fecret flight of that General 
he became convinced that fome traytors were 
about his perfon; but fill himélf. under 
every exigency and difficulty, he loft not a 
moment—by large prefents, and larger pro- 
miles, he fecured the fidelity of the re- 
maining Pafans fent exprefs upon ex- 
prefs to his nephew ‘Yeynds Amet Khan, in- 
forming him of this untoward event, with 
orders ‘* to take the field with what trocps 
‘* he could pet together, and endeavour to 
“intercept the fypitive Parans—and that 
‘ himielf would £0 in purfuit of them, 
“ and probably they might be hemmed 


eon between them,” 


* 


The Uturper immediately put himfelf at 
the head of a firope body of forces, who 
were 
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were beft attached to his perfon and go- 
vernment, and with the greateft expedition 
arrived at Siclygully, where he only ftayed 
to itrike off the head of that commander, 
who had fnffered the Patan: to pats his 
polt. 


Had the unfortunate Muflapha Khan 
made the fame expedition from the pals of 
Siclygully, as he did to it, he would in all 
human probability have eluded the purfuit, 
and pafled through Babar before he could 
poffibly have been intercepted by Yeyndi Amet 
Khan, of, overtaken by the Ufurper; but 
for a particular reafon to be betesiics men- 
tioned, and not fufpecting he was purfued, 
he proceeded through Badar by fuch flow 
marches, that the Ufurper came up with 
him between Moenghir and Patna, and 
icnt a meffenger to him with offers of oar 
den, and to aa himfelf and follawers if 
they would fubmit, and embrace again his 
fervice. 


Muflapha Khan difdaining all terms of 
accommodation, returned the Uiurper’s mef- 
,lenger, with a brave defiance to him, and 
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that 
Jeyndt Amet was within a few hours march 
pt him, he thought it moft —— to 
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face about, and fight the Ufurper firft, 
having learnt his troops were very little fu- 
periour in number to his own, therefore 
without hefitation he diftributed the necel- 
fary orders, and gave the fignal for battle. 


The conflict was bloody, but of no long 
duration, Walour and refentment took full 
poffeffion of the foul of Muflapha Khan, and 
left no place for prudence or precaution: fired 
with the hope of executing his vengeance on 
the Ufurper, he thonght all elfe unworthy his 
{word, and attempting with too much impe- 
tuofity to penetrate to that part where A/rverd? 
fought, and not being well fupported, he was 
foon furrounded, overpowered and flain—his 
head was feparated from his body, and 
elevated upon a {pear——his death being 
known to the Pafans, Swmjcer Kban, with 
thofe that furvived the battle, made a {peedy 
flight, and taking a rout different from that, 
by which feyna? Amet Kban was advancing, 
efcaped out of the province, notwithitand- 
ing the eager purfuit that was made after 
them. , 


The Ufurper returned to his capital more | 


dreaded, but lefs beloved by the people, for 
this laft froke of his policy; the jealoufy, 
and (generally belicved) unjuft motives, 
for 
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for affaffinating the Patan General wete 
now blazed abroad, arid the Ufurper became 
the object of deteftation to fome of his 
beft friends, who drew a conclufion (from 
this att of bale ingratitude to the man, 
who had fo often preferved his life and go- 
vernment)—very unfavorable, and alarm- 
ing to thetnfelves ; as the merits of their 
preateft fervices, might on the flighteit fut- 
picions or fear, in the cowardly breaft of 
Hodjee, only draw on their own deftruction. 


Fodjee, who had accompanied his bro- 
ther in this expedition againit Mu/fapha 
Khan, advanced with the head of f4e Ge- 
neral, to mect his fon ‘feyndd Amet Koon; 
with hirn he returned to Patra, and after 
beftowing many indignities upon the head 
of that brave man, whofe face he could 
not have beheld the day before, without 
finking into abject fear and terror, had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in triumph three times round the city ;— 
unworthy and indecent infults, from which 
the remembrance of his former fignal fer- 
vices fhould have defended his ifenfeleis 
remains. _—~ fuflice feemed to intereft her- 
felf in avenging the death of this gallant 
nan, 7 he favoring in an extraordinary man- 
per the efcape of her deftined inftrument 
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Sumfeer Kéban; and the brave "feynd/ Amet 
Khan, at the fight of the barbarous mfults 
exercifed by his father, could not refrain 
from tears, for great friendihip fubfifted 
between him and the deceafed, and his me- 
mory was dear to him. 


We will leave Hoajee on his return to 
Morfhadabad, exulting fora fhort time over 
the fuccefs of his treacherous machinations, 
and advert to Swmfeer Kban. 


_ This Patan General arriving fafe with 
_his few followers in their own country, 
began immediately to levy troops, and with 
fuch fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he 
was enabled to advance towards Patna, at 
the head of 8000 choice horie, 


Here it is necefiary to advertife the rea- 
der, that the two Pate Generals on their 
fudden retreat from the city of Morfhadadad, 
had opened a correfpondence with Afdir 
Huébeeb, informing him “ that, they fhould 
*‘ return the mext year, to attempt . the 
“capture and plunder of Pete, then 
* march by the hills and join. the Me/arar- 


et 


attack the Uliurper ; declaring thélafelves 
juily abfolved from. all allegiance to 


forarmy, and with their united force ' 
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the affafin.” Mbir Hubbeeb improved 
upon this plan and advifed *' to encounter 
** Hodjee and the Ufurper with their own: 
** weapons, eraff and treachery ; for that, 
*« by addrefs and management, and a well 
* feigned contrition for their former con- 
© dudt, anda frefh tender of their troops, 
“they might eafily obtain an interview 
“with the Nabob of Pafaa, at which 
*€ they fhould cut him off, a circumitance 
*« that would much facilitate the taking 
** and plundering that city (which feemed 
*‘ to be their princ:pal objeét) as fuch an 
© event muit neceffarily caufe the preateit 


 confulion and conlternation in the place.” 


It was this intercourfe of letters, that 
proved fatal to Muffapha Khan, by retard- 
ing his efcape through Behar, as already 
mennoned—but the counfel of Afiir Hrd- 
bech was not loft upon Swmjeer Adan; aman, 
poflefied of every requifite, for carrying it 
into effectual execution; he was brave, art- 
ful, beloved and highly cfteemed by his 
ofhcers and foldiers, who to a man was 
united with him in a folemn vow, to take 

/ an exemplary revenge for the death and in- 
dignittes of their late Jamented‘commander, 
or périth inthe attempt. 
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With this determined view Sameer Khaw 
began his march, and being arrived within 
a tew hours of Pafra on the eppolite fhore 
of the river, he defpatched a letter to 
“feyndi Amet Khan, couched in the tollow- 
ing terms, “ that his heart had felt the 
‘© deepeft compunction for his paft conduc, 
** to which he had been inftigated by the 
** rath counfels of his late commanding 
*« officer, that he appealed to ‘feyndi Amet 
* himielf, to witneis for the proved fidelity 
« he had always fhown for the fervice and 
** intereit of the Soubah his uncle, that 
‘he bad now raifed a faithful and tried 
“« body of officers and troops, who with 
« him were ready to devote their lives to 
*« his commands, egainit the common ene- 
‘mies of his houle and country; hoped 
* he ihould obtain permifizon to vifit him, 
** and in a perfonal conference, give him 
*" more convincing prools cof his attach- 
* ment and fubmuilton.” 


Sond) Aumet Khan, immediately com- 
municated the contents of this letter to his 
father Hoder, who was very lately arrived at 
Patna, brought thither by fome inforratiGns 
the brothers had received of the cqecerted 
fcheme between Sum/eer Khanand Mbit Hub- 
éeeb, for the plunder of that capital—Hodjee 
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without a moment's hefitation ordered his 
fon to encourage Sumer Kéan’s vifit, and 
cut him off, telling him, he himiclf would 
direct the means. 


‘Jeyndi Amet Kban, much averfe to obey 
thefe orders, determined to wait thofe of 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranimitted 
a copy of Swafter Kdéan's letter, and in the 
mean time returned in civil terms a reply 
to the Patan General, telling him “ he 
** hed forwarded the purport of his requeft 
«* to the Soubah, but that he could not pive 
* any conclufive aniwer thereto, before the 
* Soubsh’s pleafure was known.”— This 
foon reached him, in thefe few, but pe- 
remptory words, ** Regarding the bufinefs 
‘« between ws and Sumer Kban, follow 
*¢ the orders of your father.” 


 Hodjee divetted “Yeyndi? Amet Khan to 
write to the Patan General, ‘* that he 
*“ fhould with pleafure receive his vilits, 
“ and rejoice to embrace him, as the Sou- 
bah had readily accepted the tender of 
his fervices, and withed his {peedy march 
“mea iifor/badabad.” — To which purport 
se al had likewik wrote to him in 
< #i2 terms, thereby intending to lull 
iim into the greater fecurity, 
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We have already hinted the method pro- 
poled by Méir Hubbeeh to the two Patan 
Generals, for taking off the Nabob of 
Patna, and plundering the city; the intelli- 
gence the brothers had received extended 
only to the latter part of their icheme; of 
the intended aflaflination of the Nabob they 
had not the leait conception. —— Hodjre's 
counter-plot for the murder of Swmjeer 
Kan, was concerted in manner following ; 
a day was appointed for the General's vifit 
to Yryndi met Khar, on a plain a {mall 
diftance North of the city, where a fump- 
tuous tent was prepared for his reception ; 
in the floor of which a mine was funk, 
whole train extended fome diftance from the 
tent; the fignal for putting fire to the train 
was “feynd! Amet Khan's wuhdrawing a 
certain {pace.from the tent.—Every circum- 
fiance of which was betrayed to Swm/eer 
Koen, by a Petar in the fervice and con- 
fidence of Hodiee. 


On the receipt of the Ufurper’s and the 
Nabob's letters, Sumter Kaa pafied the 
river with his trocps about two miles to the 
Northward of the city, and being advanesd 
of the day appointed within = furlong of — 
the tent, he received a polite meflagéYrom 
the Nabob, requefting « that he would 
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“ favor him in ordering his troops to halt, 
«« that they might not in their conference 
« be incommoded by the daft, for that he 
‘© himielf was only attended by fifty fol- 
«© lowers.” — This requeit was infiantly 
complied with, and the Patan General pro- 
eceded to the tent with a few felected atten- 
dants only, all of whom were provided with 
armour under their coats. 


They met in mutual embraces, and with 
the moft affectionate. compliments, thefe 
over they feated themfelves, and began’ to 
confer upon the operations of the war 
azamit the common enemy the Maharaf- 
fors.— After about an hour's difcouric, a 
fervant came and whifpered the Nabob, 
who foon after arofe, telling the General 
“ that he was juit going to give fome ne- 
‘ ceflary orders for his reception and en- 
** tertainment in the city, and fhould at 
‘ tend him acatn in 2 few minutes.”"— 
When he had got half way to the door of 
the tent, Sxmfeer Kan and his attendants 
drew their icymitars, fell upon "feyndr met 
Koan, killed him, and all that were in the 
Sefore they had time to make any 

refiftarne ; fome inflantly flew to the head 

of th¥ train to which they were perfedtly 
ets inflated, and prevented fire being put ta 
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it, for on the alarm, thofe who were or 
the outfide of the tent, and thereby efcap- 
ed the flaughter, fied with all ipeed to the 
city. 


Sumfeer Khan made a fignal for his troops 
to advance, and mounting his horle gained 
the city almoft as foon as the fugitives, and 
entered it {word in hand with his foldiers, 
before Hodjee Hamet had received the leaft 
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be- 
loved fon. 


ap i Khan proceeded iunediately to 
the palace, where with little refiltance, he 
took Hadjee Hamet prifoner, at the very 
moment he was (in difgoile) making his 
efcape, and after fecuring him under a 
ftrong guard, went in fearch of the princi- 
pal treafures of the city, (to which he was 
minutely directed by his Spies) thefe he de- 
polited in the palace, and gave up the town 
to be plundered by the foldiers, who for 
the ipace of three days Soci aiitbad every 
ravaze and outrage that revenge and ava~ 
rice, backed by uncontrolled power could 
meditate and execute; except ei 
Englifh, French, and Dutch factones, 


which alone remained unmoleftetagd ex- 


émpt from ruin. 
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Hodwe Hamet, after fuffering the heavieft 
teproaches and revilings from Swmnjeer Khan, 
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and 
cruelty to Muffapba Kban; and after un- 


dergoing a hundred and one lathes from 


the fevere dilcipline of the Khorah, was by 
order of the general fet on an afs, with his 
legs tied under the belly of the animal, and 
his face painted half black, half white, and 
thus led round the city, the fame rout him- 
felf had appornted for the head of the un- 
fortunate Mujlepha Khan.—Returning from 
this difgracetul progrefs, the difcipline of 
the Kéorah was again infliéted on him, 
not only as a puntihment, but with a view 
to extort from him a confeffion and dif- 
covery of a large ium in gold and diamonds, 
which, it was faid he had buried or other- 
wile fecreted ;—but he bore the lath with 
amazing conitancy, and made not the dif- 
covery that was aimed at.—After this he 
was chained to the leg of an elephant,— 
to that very elephant, on which the head 
of Mujflepba Khan was expofed and clevat- 
ed: Sumter Kbanx had doomed him toa 
cruel and lingering death, but one of his 


yeguatds, touched with his preat age, the 
igh Jlignity he had born, his cruel fuffer- 
ingsf“and heavy lamentations for his mur- 


ted fon, conveyed in pity to hima dofe 
of 
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of poifon, which he greedily fwallowed and 
put an end to his miferable being. 


Sumfee Khan, after this exemplary ver- 
geance, made-a fhort {tay at Patna, and re- 
tired to his country with an immenie booty, 
but without any further regard, at leaft for 
the prefent, to the engagements that fub- 
filted between him and MArr Audbdecd. 


The fates of Hodjee Hamet and ‘feynd? 
Flamet Kban, met a very different regard 
from the world, the latter being as much 
lamented, as the memory of his father was 
deteited ; but it may be very cafily con- 
cerved the lofs of both proved a heavy 
ftroke of affliction to the Ufurper, who 
now became as eminently wretched as he 
was great; his grief on the arrival of the 
news was fuch, that it was with the greateit 
difficulty he was prevented following them, 
—Howerer, cool reflection foon took place, 
end his ufnal fortitude furmounted in a few . 
days the firft violent imprefiions of his ir- 
reparable musfortune, and obliged him to 
attend the concerns of his government, to 
which he was roufed and ftimulated b+ 
{pirited, wife and affectionate reprefent 
of his Begum—A woman whole wi 1, 
magnanimity, benevolence, and every aml ~s 
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able quality, refleted high honor on her 
fex and ftation; fhe much influenced the 
Ufurper’s councils, and was ever confulted 
by him in every material movement in the 
ftate, except when danguinary and trea- 
cherous meafures were judged neceffary, 
which he knew fhe would oppofe as the 
ever condemned them when perpetrated 
however fucceisful,— predicting always. 
that fuch politics would end in the ruin of 
his family. 


Though the Ufurper’s critical fituation 
called him to action, yet the death of his 
nephew ever after remained a heavy pref- 
fure upon his heart; he greatly loved him, 
and had defigned him his fucceffor in the 
government of the Sonbahthip in preference 
to Hedjee's eldeit ion, who then bore the 


adopted as his own; and this 
youth 


- . a ' al 
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youth was from that period looked upon as 


his fucceffor. 


osde Until the rains broke up in Ofcber 1747, 
1747. the Ufurper remained unmolefted, but now 
the Mabaratters re-entered the province of 
Bengal by the Bierbobeen hills, and Sumter 
Khan having fafely lodged his. Patna plun- 
der returned and entered Baé#ar, at lait re- 
mindful of his engagement to Mdéir Hué- 
becb, and hoping by a union with the Maéa- 
rattors to foare at \cait the plunder alfo of | 
Morjbadabad. 


The Ufurper had taken the field very 
early—and on the firft advice that Swm/eer 
Khen had entered Batar, he advanced to- 
wards him by rapid marches, thiriting to 
revenge his brother's and nephew's deaths, 
and depending that he fhould be able to 
engage and defeat him, before the Maba- 
retters could poflbly join him: Whilft he 
Was in this purfuit, the Mabaratfors, who 4 
did not think it eligible to rifque an action 
with the Ufarper until they had joined 
their new allies, were on full march to the 
fettled rendezvous at Bogoipere, near avhictis. 
place the three armies arrived about the 
fame time in the night. The Ujurpesen- 
camped, and fent out his {pics for intehi- 
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ence, they foon returned and informed 
Rim he was encamped between the enemies 
armies, the Pafens a corfe to the North- 
ward of him, and the Masaratfars about 
the fame diltance to the Southward.—This 
perilous fituation would have ftruck any 
but this brave Ufurper with alarm and ter- 
ror;.fome of his general officers propofed 
his taking the advantage of the night, and 
attempt a filent retreat to Sic/yeully; but he 
rejected this overture with high indigna- 
tion.—He was perfectly acquainted with 
the different genius and difpofition of the 
enemies he had to encounter, and from this 
knowledge formed his refolutions ; the only 
refource icit him was inftantly obvious to 
this coniummate general and foldier, 


At midnight he held a council of war, 
of three or four of his principal officers 
only ; to thefe he opened his defigns, and 
directed them to iffue orders for the froops 
to be ready to march half an hour before 
day break, without itriking their tents— 
ftrictly prohibiting they fhould encumber 
themfelves with aught but their arms, for 
that lis own, his officers, and foldiers bag 
gare ihsuld be leit in the camp, for which 
heaiimielf would be accountable to them. 
Bor a —Thete 
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<_'Thefe orders diftributed he went to 


Before day break the Ufurper put himéelf 
at the head of his treops, and marched to 
attack the Patans; leaving his camp ftand- 
ing—he found them prepared to receivé 
him, not doubting but their allies whole 
fituation they had learnt, would attack his 
rear. —— A bloody engagement enfued, in 
which the Ufurper might juftly fay, with 
another great ufurper, ‘* that he had many 
** times tought for Empire, but in this bat- 
tle, for isje.”"—After an obitinate con 
telt Sam/fer Kan was flain, and the Parasy 
put to fight—inftead of purfuing them he 
immediately returned in good order’to his 
camp, where, as he had forefeen, he found 
the Maberatiors plundering’ it, confufedly 
difperied, and regardlefs of the commands 
of their General or Officers:—In this fitu- 


ation the Ufurper fell upon them, and after - 


a great flaughter gave them a total defeat 
and rout. After thefe exploits he re- 
turned triumphantly to his capital. . 


Notwithftanding thefe glorious figeceffes,” 
gre. eer 
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tors until theyear 17.50, when he madealafte 
ing peace with them on the terms recited in 
the «* Short fketch of the hiftery of Bengaj” 
before-mentioned, to which we beg leave 
to refer; there the reader may if he pleafes 
follow this great wicked man, “ throngé 
“* the more pleajing frenes of domeftich life and 
“public tranguiditty.’ We fhall content 
ourfelves in clofing this chapter and cond 
general head, with -a féw circumftances 
which happened in confequence of his na- 
tural demile, fume 1756.—It is pretty well 
known, and has been by us feverely felt, 
that he was fuccecded by Méirza Mahommed 
his adopted fon and grandion (who aflum- 
ed the title of Swrajad Dowle) in the gos 
vernment; that after he had quelled a ftand 
that was made to his fucceffion by part of 
his own family, he directed his arms againft 
our fettlements, took, and deftroyed them. 
—The caufes for that invafion of property; 
have been faithfully invettigated and pre- 
fented to. the public in a fecond edition of 
‘* India Tracts,” publithed March, 1964. 
—This (hort recapitulation would have had 
no place here, but to introduce a citcum- 
‘france not fo well known as the foregoing. 


When Surajud Dewla declared his refos 
, decion to attack and drive the Englith ont 
; of 


he 
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of Bengal, he was oppofed by the affectio= 
nate remontftrances of the decealed Alrverd? 
Khan's Begum already mentioned — with = * 
every argument which love and maternal 
authority could devife, fire labored to dal- 
{wade him from his purpofe, but labored to 
no end; for though the young tyrant pre- 
ferved fome reverence for her perfon, yet 
her influence was not great, but when fhe 
found him deaf to her intreaties fhe had 
the courage to tell him, ‘* She faw his own 
«: fate was blended with, and waited on 
¢ the deftrudction he was aiming to accom- 
« plith againit the Englith, and that if he 
perfifted, his rafhneis and injuftice would 
“ not only be the cauic of his own death, 
¢: but the total ruin of his family.” Her wit- 
dom and forefight was fo great and exten~ 
five, that it was commonly tatd by the Ufur- 
per, “* He never knew her judgment of 
*© predictions fail.” | 


La 
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We hope to meet with pardon for doing 
honor to the charaGter of this extraordinary 
woman, efpecially as we thereby embrace 
a favorable opportunity of difcharging the 
tribute of fincere gratitude particularly dte 
from us,—the author owing life and liber- 
ty to her humane and fuccefsful intepoc! 
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CHAP, II. 


TAVING in the preceeding chapter . 

& thewn from what caufes, and by what 
gradations thefe provinces fell under the 
ufurpation of /imerd? Kéan, our plan leads 
is next to convey a fiummary account of 
their produce, the divilion of their princi- 
pals, diftricts, and towns, with their fitu- 
ation refpecting each other, and their com- 
monly eftimeted diftance from our principal! 
fettlement of Cafcutfa. 


Geographers have diftinguifhed thefe 
provinces by the title of the rich kingdam of 
Bengal, an epithet it highly merited when 
confidered in its original ftate of opulence 
and tranquillity; in which point of view we 
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rea- 
fon only, that we think it perfeQly capable 
oi being re-inftated and improved, a cir- 
cumftance, well worthy our pre/inr attention 
and knowledge. 

- 


¢ 
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To form a juft ellimate of the value and 
importance of thefe provinces, we mutt 
confider them at the period when they were 
governed by the younger princes of the 
Blood Royal, that is, fome years before 
‘Vaffier Khan's Soubahthip; for in his time 
they frit began to decline and decreafe in 
their worth, from caufes already inveftigat- 
ed in our Jaft general head. 


From his demile, the country for a few 
years recovered, and began to flourtth un- 
til within two years of the deceale of Suyadb 
Kéban; when by the rapacity of Hadj 
Hamef, the Rajahs and Zemindars were 
again cruclly opprefied and»plundered, and 
thereby difabled from making good their 
contracts to the government.—bSooan after 
this period commenced the ufurpatian of 
Mirverdi Kéan, that drew on the Madarat- 
for invafion, which overwhelmed the couns 
try in milerics of every kind for the full 
{pace of eight years. 


_ The peace which the Ufarper made with 
thefe invaders, Anne 1750, feemed for four 
or five years to promile the rettoration of 
vigour to this haraffed country; but its 
fhattered conftitation was fearcely beginning 
to revive, when the rafh conduét ofsthe 
> fucs - 
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fucceeding young tyrant reduced it apain 
to eminent peril; a juft vengeance and ne- 
ceility drew the Englith arms againit him 
and his country, which produced a revolu- 
tion fatal to him(clf and family j—neceflity 
again, produced a fecond revolution ; — 
wantonneis a third, and when we thall ftop, 
lime alone can difclof.—A few individuals 
may benefit by this thifting fyftem, but 
total ruin to the trade of the provinces and 
to the Company muft manifeitly in the end 
be the confequence of this continued war- 
fare if not timely prevented, notwith{tanding 
the flattering fallacious fuccefs of our arms. 


The foregoing fhort recapitulation we 
thought neceflary, to vindicate our conclu- 
fion, that no perfect judgment can be made 
of the value of this eftimable country from 
any period of time within the laft forty 
years, during which fpace, with few and 
fhort interruptions it has been involved in 
war, and labored under difficulties that have 
impaired it’s very vitals: "Thence the necel- 
fity of our giving a picture of it in a per- 
manent fettled government, when the lands 
were permitted to yield their produce un- 
moletted, when the manufactures and evcry 
branch of trade flourithed, and when the 
rents, revenues, and cultoms refulting from 
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that happy flate, proves it to have heen as 
valueable a {pot as any upon this globe, if 
not the moft fo, 


To this defireable ftate we repeat from our 
perfect knowledge and experience, it is capa- 
ble of being reftored under a proper govern- 
men?; if it was not, our pretent labors were 
vain, and could anfwer no end or purpote. 
What effential end and purpoie they are 
calculated to obtain, we thall now venture 
to oren; and as I have no motive to in- 
fluence me but fincere gratitude to my for- 
mer employers, and true love for my coun- 
try, | trolk my endeavours will meet with 
candour and thanks—at leaft from the cub- 
lic, if not from that refpettable body of men, 
for whofe benefit they are more particularly 
intended. 


Netwithflanding the plaufible face of 
fuccels our affairs in Be wat may wear at 
prefent, by late advices from thence, it is 
as demont{trable as any propofition in Eu- 
chd, that they cannot produce the great 
and eficntial end aimed at, vz, a lafling 
peace and fettled government, without 
Which, the Company mit ink under the 
preflure of a long cxpenfive war, which 
hot only twallows up their new actkured 

revenlcs, 
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revenues, but impedes and thackles their 
trade in every inftance, fhape, and form: 
In profecution of this war, the heads of 
their fervants abroad are turned and be- 
wildered, and their mercantile bufinefs 
(which only can fupport the Company in 
the end) mult fuffer under unavoidable neg- 
lects and abufes. The gentlemen at home 
in the direction of affairs, muft labor un- 
der heavy embarraffments in conducting the 
two branches of war and trade, either of 
which would fully employ their whole 
time and attention. 


A trading and a fighting company, is a 
two headed monfter in nature that cannot 
exift long, as the expence and inexperience 
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, aod 
deftroy every profit or advantage gained by 
the former ;—new temporary victorics, f{ti- 
mulate and pik us Onto gralp at new ac- 
guifitions of territory; thele call for a large 
increafé of military force to defend them; 
and thus we fhall go on, grafping and ex- 
sending, until we cram our hands fo full 
that they become crampedand numbed, and 
we fhall be obliged to quit and relingnith, 
even that part which we might have held 
fat if bounds had been fet to our progrefs, 
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which (upon the prefent fyftem) we now 
fee is utterly impoflible, therefore a total 
change in our politics becomes indifpenia- 
bly neceflary. 


The gentlemen in the dire&ion mutt 
furely fee this fatal tendency of their affairs, 
and muft tremble at it—but where's the 
remedy f they will fay—it has been already 
pointed out, and no regard paid to it—pof- 
fibly, though convinced, they want the pub- 
lic fanétion to a ftep they may think fo ex- 
traordinary — though. every day they are 
taking fleps more extraordinary, in {upport- 
ing their fervants in a war againft the Mo- 
gul, his V ice-Roys, and fubjects, which on 
th. prefent plan mutt unavoidably prove 
the ruin of the company.—We have a con- 
fiderable concern in this ftock, and there- 
fore claim a right to {peak—when private 
remonitrances fail, public ones may acquire 
a due influence. 


Why we fthould wantonly perfiift in a 
ina itare of deftructive war, with a poten - 
tate whofe alliance is {6 materially neceflary 
to us, when we have it fo much in.our 
pom to make a uleful friend of him and 
us fucceflors, is a conduct that furpafies 


human 
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human underftanding; and yet that fuch 
Has been our conduct for five years pait is 
moft certain. 


Let us have done with this ringing 
changes upon Soubahs, there's no end to 
it; let us boldly dare to be Soubah or 
elves, our own terms have been more than 
once offered to us by the Emperor, why 
fhould we longer hefitate to accept them ? 
we have not ficrupled to feize and poffefs 
part of his territory with violence, furely 
it would be more confticntious, and more 
coniiftent with the laws of nature and na- 
tions to hold the whole of thefe provinces 
under him, by his own appointment—that 
this would be readily affented to on his 
part, 1f a proper overture came from us, 
is not to be doubted; the confideration of 
his own great and obvious advantages, and 
the neceffitics of his fituation would leave 
him no room for choice. 


We have already convinced him, we are 
able when we have a mind to fet our own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjects at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in fpite of his ftrongeit efforts againft 
us; nay, poflibly we might retain it under 

fur fubjection for fome fhort time at leaft, 
N 4 but 
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but the confequence to him and us is obvi; 
ous, @ wanton expence of blood and trea- 
jure, while the object we are contending 
for is daily more and more defolated by this 
contention, and bye and bye will not be 
worth the poffeflion of cither—for every 
inovement that does not tend to a laiting 
and firm peace by advantaping both, is 
fruitlefs, and can have no permanent or falu- 
tary effect; and moft fare it is, that the plan 
we have hitherto purfued, and are ftill purfu- 
ing, Cannot accom plith that defireable iffue. 


It is true we have feen our forces ip the 
Fatt, under the condud of an able and 
active command=r, drive the Mogul's Vice- 
Roys out of the provinces ; it is alfo true, 
that we have feen a fpirited conduct and 
bravery in the Mogul's troors, that ought 
Juitly to ftrike us with apprehenfion of fu- 
ture confequences. The Reffens when firft 
attacked by Saweden, did not poffels a tenth 
Part of the courage and diicipline that thefe 
our enemies have now acquired, and yet 
the event is known to the world.—Let us 
reafon upon very probable fuppofitions, and 
not reit in a too great and flattering feeuri- 
ty, at a time when we have the greatcit 
caule to be alarmed, 
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Suppofe the Mogul’s Vice-Roys thould 
from experience at laft evidently fee, that 
the only way toconquer us, and render our 
courage and dilcipline of none effed, is te 
avoid ever coming toa general adfion with 
us; with the great fuperiority of numbers 
they will ever be able to bring into the field, 
they may by this precaution and dividing 
their army (which confifts chiefly of caval- 
ry) into fmall bodies, cut off our provifions 
and forage, beat up our quarters, harrafs 
our handful of men without ceafing, and 
finally deftroy us without danger to them- 
felves—and 45: it improbable they fhould at 
laft adopt this condudt ? we pronounce, no, 
it is moft probable they will as the only 
refource left for them. 


Let us again, fuppofe a rupture with 
France, whilit we are engaged in this war 
with the Mogul, our prefidency of Fort 
Wiitam, and our other factories in a man-« 
ner deferted, and the chief ftrength of all our 
fcttlements acting at the diftance of eight 
or nine hundred miles from the center of 
our pofiefiions.— We will not {uppole a 
rupture with Fraace near, but let it come 
when it will, it fets at nought the article 
in the lait treaty of peace, which gave us 
‘exclufive right to Bengal, and therefore 

ought 
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ought to be attended to; for it is not to 
be imagined, that they will negle&t fo fa- 
vourable an occafion of attacking a fettle- 
ment, that conftitutes in the Eaft the very 
effence of our being, when they find it left 
defenceleis by the abfence of our troops. 


In fhort, every confideration calls aloud 
for a period being put to this unprofitable, 
and precarious war, by fome other plan of 
operations, and we affert none is fo eligible, 
honourable or practicable, as that we have 
now hinted at—We have nibbled at thefe 
provinces for eight years, and notwithitand- 
ing an immenfe acquifition of territory and 
revenue, what benefit has refulted from 
our fuccefies, to the companyf are their 
dividends railed to the late ftandard of eight 


per Cent. no—it is impoflible they fhould 


whilft this deftructive expenfive contedt 
exilts—and fhall we thus go on, nibbling 
and nibbling at the dart, until the trap 
falls and cruihes us ?—but to come more 
immediately to the point. 


Permit us moft humbly to advife, that 


 exprefs orders be fent without delay to your 


Prefident and Governor of Fert Hiliian:, 
to make the following overture of peace to 
the Mogull; viz. * That on condition «f 

« his 
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** his appointing and invefting(to all intents 
** purpofes} your Governor for the tire 
** being, Soubah of the Provinces of Bengal, 
* Babar, and Orifa, youwill engage on your 
* part, that the ftipulated fum of onekhorore 
of rupees, fhall be annually paid into the 
* royal treafury, free of all deduétions. " 


As this fum near doubles the ftipula- 
tion made by the ufurper Afverd! Khan, 
with the Vizgir Munfoor Ah Khan, Anno 
1750, (a tythe of which by the bye was 
never paid) and we venture to fay, re-daudjes 
In one year, any advantages the Emperors 
have received from the revenues.of thefe 
Provinces, for the {pace of forty years laff 
pafi; we cannot entertain a doubt cf his 
moft readily acceding to the terms propofed, 
as thereby he would alfo fecure a powerful 
ally, who could be occafionally of fervice to 
him onmany emergency, in his government. 


When we are invefted with, and em- 
powered to difplay the Mogul's royal ftan- 
dard, the provinces will be cafily governed 
and kept im fabjection, at a JefS annual ex- 
pence and force, than the Company are 
now from neceflity loaded with—but fup- 
pole it double, the fate is amply fufficient, 


. as we thall prefently demonitrate. 


Some 
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some narrow minds, ftrangers to the 
nature of the country and government will 
fart, and make the greatnets of the objec 
a bugbear to their ho; es and wifhes—was 
it poilible, that the Company could un-= 
molefted enjoy what they have got, and 
purfue their trade without interruption ; we 
should be amongit the firft that might juflly 
exclaim againft their extending their views ; 
—but, that this was impracticable, we have 
Jong foreicen and publicly declared ;—and 
if we think at all, we mutt now be con- 
vinced there is no medium, or alternative, 
but this, that can be adopted with any 
emblance of fecurity or permanency 
aut Soudab, aut nyllus, mult now be our 
motto. 


We cannot enough applaud the feafon- 
able mealure of fending out Lord Che, 
which we efteem a happy event; notwith- 
itanding, what could be done upon the pre- 
fent plan of politics, has been done with- 
out him—the weight of his Lordihip’s re- 
putation and experience in thufé parts will 
molt eflentially promote this our new plan ; 
he is the beit qualified to negotiate it, the 
hitteft to be firft inveited with that heh 
power, and the moft capable of fixing and 
leaving it upon a folid baiis.—That theie 

are 
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are our real fentiments, fowin g from a jait 
regard to his Lordthip's character, I think 
the public will not doubt, as they already 
know, we lie under no obligations to that 
quarter, that might excite our partiality. 


Weare very fenfible our ruders at home do 
not like to have the affairs of the Company, 
the fubjeét of public difquifition, but as 
they and their aftairs, are now truly become 
a very imporiant national concern, and their 
own inteltine quarrels have given a latitude 
to make their conduct the {port of every 
pen, we think there needs the lefs apology 
for the liberty we now take; as one of our 
chief motives is to extricate s4em from 
the difficulties, we imagine they muit be 
plunged in at this period ; and no drown- 
ing man will farely be angry at another, 
who ftretches out a friendly hand to fave 
him from finking ?}—The pointing out a 
mealure to them, that muft if it takes place 
ina very {hort {pace, mount their flock in 
fubilantial real value to five hundred, will 
not hurt them or the proprietors. 


But it may be aiked us, if thet only are 
your motives, why not intimate the mea- 
jure in private to our chairman or ccurt of 

* directors? Why not communicate it, and 
eniorce 
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enforce it, at a quarterly general court? 
Why not call a general court on Jpecial mat 
fers? Why are our affairs and Schemes to 
be canvaffed by the public? Have patience 
my friends, and-we will anfwer thee in-= 
terrogatorics by one prevalent reafon that 
determines us, to adopt neither of them.— 
Private intimations for public good, leave 
the parties intruffed, at large, and without 
public check, to concur with, or reject and 
lay afide, the means propofed, as caprice, 
want of comprehenfion, particular private 
views, or divided counfels, may chance to 
influence :—bet when publicly made, they 
then become accountable fo the storid,— 
In afigning this reafon, we muft not he 
thought to infinuate any doubt, injurious 
te the honor and integrity of the prefent 
Chairman, or prefent court of Directors, 
whom from the fincerity.of our heart, we 
believe as much attached to the true inte- 
reft of the Eaft India Company, as any fet 
of gentlemen who ever fat at that board, 


Our with is, to promote the well being 
of the Ka India Company, and not ino 
tentionally to give offence to any, and if 
©ur propofed plan meets not the approba= 
tion and concurrence of tho who will 
mofl benefit by the event ; we can only la- 


ment 
G r 
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ment their lofs and our own.—It appears 
by a correfpondence laid before the public 
laft year, that we urged the necellity of 
this meafure in the year sabe glorious ! 
would have been the ifue for the company, 
had it been then carried into execution, and 
Rappy! for many unfortunate individuals, 
who fince perifhed by a contrary fyitem of 
politics.—There would then have been no 
cali or neceflity, for this Nabob-changing 
{cheme, the provinces would have been efka- 
hihed in peace : and war, revolutions, mur- 
ders, and maflacres, without a being—how- 
ever, from a thorough convidtion we fay, it is 
not now too late to regain the happy op- 
portunity we then loit; nay, lubjequent 
events, rather encourage and afford a more 
favorable afpedt, as it may be accomplifhed - 
now under lefs difficulties, than we fhould 
at that period have had to encounter and 
ftruggle with.—In this confidence we hall 
proceed, and bya rough fketch of the pro- 
duce of the revenues, (how the vaft flake 
we throw for, if we win, the gain will be 
immenfe, if we fail in the attempt, we are 
but where we were, and at the worit, 
fhall have it in our power to refume our 
old Deg Trot policy again, 


# 


At 
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_ At Nefesr, about ten day's travels Nortii 
Fatt of Ca/cuttd, refides the family of the 
moit ancient and opulent of the Afnrdze 
Princes of Bengal’. Rajah Rhaam Khaunt 
of the race of Bramins, who deceafed in 
the year 1748, and was fuceceded by his 
wife, a Princefs named Bowanny Rhdanee, 
whofe Dewan, or Minifter, was Diaram 
of the Tee/y caft, or Tribe; they poflets 
a tract of country of about thirty five days 
travel *; and under a fettled government, 
their ftipulated annual rents to the crown 
was feventy lac of Sieca rupees, - the 
real revenues about one khorore and a 
halt, 


The chief towns of thefe diftricts are, 
Malda, Hurrial, Seerpore, Balekoafhy, and 
Cogmarry; all feparately famous for manu- 
facturing the following {pecies of piece 
goods, viz. for the Ewrepe markets, coflacs, 
clatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally foo. 
fies, feerfuchers and raw-filk :— for the 
markets of Bujorab, Macha, fudda, Peru, 


“ The Gentey’s cftimate diftances by. corfes, but 
more cammoniy by aday's journey, which they reckon 
five corle, but as the corle varies in different diftricts, 
from one and a half to two and a half miles Bngtih, 
we take the medium days travels at ten Lngiih miles, 


Pei th cen 
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Achoen and Malacca, the different forts of 
cofla’s, baftas, fannoofe, mulmulls, tan- 
jebs, ordinary kenchees, Ser. Se. 


This country produces alfo, copofé, or 
Bengal cotton, with which the above fort- 
ments of goods are im part manufactured ; 
but the produce dees not bear any propor- 
tion to the confumption, fo that they are 
indebted to foreign markets for this article, 
and chiefly to the port of Surat. 


The towns of Bowengunge, Siebgunge, 
Sorupgunge, and “fummaaigunge, arc all fa- 
mous markets for grain; as their names 
imply. 


Contiguous to this laft mentioned dif- 
trict, but ftill more to the North Eait lies 
the lands of Rajab Praunaut of the Koyt, 
or Scribe Cait; his diftrict extends about 
fifty days travel, moftly low lands, and 
in preat part annually overflowed ; his {li- 
pulated yearly payment, twenty lac, the 
real produce of his revenue, from fixty to 
feventy—the chief products of his country 
ate grain, oil, and ghee, (an article much 
much ufed in Jndian cookery) it likewile 
yields fome fpecies of piece goods and ravt 
filk, alfo foole fugar, lamp jaggre, ginger. 

O long 
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fong pepper, and piplymol—articles that 
ufually compofe the gruff cargoes of our 
outward bound thipping, 


The principle towns of thic diftriat, 
are Rungpore, Georagat, and santofe Bud- 
daa/, the capital relidence of the head of 
this family ; from_ thefe “rungs, the Eafi 
india companies are lupplied with fannoos, 
mulmulls, tanjebs and raw-filk. 


The creat market of Bugwan Gola *, is 
fupplied from this ditriét, with the three 
important articles of frain, oil, and ghee,— 
and now sve have occation to mention this 
mart, it is not foreign to our purpofe to 
dwell a little longer on it—it is fituate on 
the Ganges; about a day and half Northfrom 
Morfhadabad, and two days South Eailerly 
of Rajambol, and is the greateit market for 
the above-mentioned articles in dndoflan, or 
poflibly in the known world. The cultoms 
on grain only amount to three lac of rupees 
per unum —all the cuftoms and duties of 
Bagwan Gola, rank in the lift of reven ues, 
under the head of ‘thefs Misi, that is, du- 
ties which are kept in the governments 
hands, and not farmed out, 


* Cela fignifies a granary, and Game a grain 


marker, : 
This 


Ci Se 
This place is defended.on the land fide by 

a ditch and pallifadoes, and is always im trou- 

blefometimes garrifoned by a thouland hori 

and a thouland foot——In the year 1743 1¢ 

was four titnes attacked by the Mabarattors, 

under Bofthar Pundit and Mlibeg, who 

were as olten repulfed---It 1s a place of fuch 

importance to the Soubah, that the com- 

mand of the garrifon is always beftowedon 

the moft experienced and truit worthy officer 

he has in his fervice ; the whole of its reve- 

nues being ufually valued in peaceable times 

at thirty lac per Annum, in the beginning 

of the year 17595 it was again attacked by 

the Madarattors, taken and plundered of 

an immentfe booty. 


North. Weft of Fort Witham. and about 
three days anda half diftant, lie the lands 
of Rejab Tilfuck Cbund, extending twelve 
days travel 5. the ftipulated rents of thefe | 
lands, thirty-two lac per Annum, but its 
real ae and value, from eighty lac to 
one khorore. This is the principal ef the 
three diftriéts ceded in perpetuity to the 
company, by the treaty with Cxfim li 
Khan in the year 1760. 


It's principal towns are Burdwan, Kerpy, 
Radnagere, Dewangunge and Baltrkiffagur’s 
O 2 thele 


‘ss ( 196 } 

thele fupply the af Indie companies with 
the following fortments of piece goods, 
viz. doorcas, terrandams, Cuttanies, fooftes, 
foot romaals, gurras, fefterfoys, fanton cou- 
pees, cherriderries, chilys, cuitas and doo- 
ioota's; the capital Burdwan, may be pro- 
perly called the center of the trade of the 
provinces, in tranquil times, this place 
afforded an annual large vend for the ya~ 
lable ftaples of lead, copper, bread cloth, 
hn, pepper and footanague. Fhe Pugs 
gich merchants from Deléy and /igra, Te- 
lorted yearly to this great mart, and would 
again if peace was eftablithed in the cour 
try: they purchaiéd the above fiaples, 
either with money, or in barter for opium, 
tincal, falt petre and horfés, 


This diftrict produces raw-filk and co- 
pols, fufficient only for manufactoring their 
foolies, cuttanees and gurras.—The lefler 
towns Manufacture other inferior fortments 
of cloth, as feerbunds, rollabunds, &-.— 
it produces grain equal to the coniumption 
of the people only. 


Burdumaan, the proper name of the dif. 
trict, is high, better peopled, and better 
cultivated than any part of the three pro- 

vinces ; 
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vinces; bleffings! that caufed it every yea 
more particularly to become a prey to the 
Maharattors, as before recited. 


The family of this Rajah farmed lands 
to the mount of four lac per Annum, con- 
tipuous to the bounds of Cafrutia, and had 
a palace at Bealiad, about feven miles South 
of it—the Fort of Buztudjee on the Gan- 
ges, was alfo their property. 


To the Welt of Burdwan, fomething ‘ 
Northerly lie the lands belonging to the 
family of Rajab Gopaul Sing. of the Raaz- 
poot Bramin tribe; they pofiefs an extent of 
fixteen days travel, this diftriét produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
lac; but from the happinels cf his ftua- 
tion, he is perhaps the moft independant 
Rajah of Indoffan, having it always in his 
power to overflow his country, and drown 
any enemy that comes againtt him, as 
happened at the beginning of Swab Kéan’s . 
government, who fent a ftrang body of 
horfe to reduce him, thefe he tuffered to 


advance far into his country, then opening 
the dams of the rivers deftroyed them toa 
man; this action deterred any fubfequent 
attempts to reduce him—but if the frontiers 
of the diftridt were fo inveited, as to pre- 
O 3 veng | 
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vent the exit of the merchandize of his 
country, which might eafily be done, he 
would be prefently brought to obedience, 
and glad to comsound for a tribute of twenty 
lac per Annwm; 28 it is, he can hardly be 
faid to ackuowledge any allegiance to the 
Mogul or Soubah, he fome years deigns to 
iend to the Soubah, an acknowledgement 
by way of falaamy (or prefent) of ; 5,000 
Tupees, fometimes Za,cc0, and fome years 


not any thing at all, as he happens to be 
difpofed. | 


- Butin trath it would be almott cruelty 
to moleit thefe happy people, for in this 
cittrict, are the only veftiges of the beauty, 
purity, piety, regularity, equity and ftri@- 
nels of the ancient Indoffan government. 
Here the property, as well as the liberty of 
the people, are inviolate, here no robberies 
are heard of, either private or public; the 
traveller, either with, or without merchan- 
dize, on his entering this diftrict, becomes 
the inimediate care of the povernment, 
which allots him! guards without any ex- 
peace, to. conduct him from ftage to itage, 
end thefe are accountable for the fafety and 
accommodation of his perfon and efedcts.— 
At ihe end of the frit ftage, he is delivered 
Oversy itn certain béaeyolentfarmalitiest: the 


Sir guards 
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guards of the next, who after interrogating 
the traveller, as to the ufage he had re- 
ceived in his journey, difmiffes the firtk 
guard with a written certificate af their 
behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller 
and his effects, which certificate or receipt 
are returnable to the commanding officer of | 
the firit {age, who regifters the fame, and 
regularly reports it to the Rajah. 


In this form the traveller is paffed through 
the country, and if he only pajjer, he 1s not 
fuffered to be at any expence for food, ac- 
commodation, or carriage for his merchan- 
dize or baggage; but it is otherwile, if he 
is permitted to make any refidence in ane 
place above three days, unlefs accafioned 
by ficknels, or any unavoidable accident.--- 
If any thing ‘s loft in this diftri€t, for im- 
{tance a bag of money or other valuable ; 
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives notice to the neareft 
Chowkey or place of guard, the officer of 
which orders immediate publication of the 
fame by beat of tomtom, or drum. 


There are in this precinét, no lefs than 
three hundred and fixty confiderable Pago- 
da’s, ‘or places of public worfhip, crected 
by this Rajah, and his anceftors. The 
worthip of the cow is here carried to fo 

Oa great 
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preat an extreme, that, if that animal mecis 
with a «wo/ent death, the city, or village, 
to which it belonged goes into a general 
mourning and faft, for three days, and are 
obliged from the Rajah to the meaneft of 
the people to remain on the ipet, where 
they firit heard the publication of the ac. 
cident; and are em ployed du ring that {pace 
in performing various expiations, as direct- 
ed in the Shafaé; but more of this under 
a fubfequent general head, 


Bifnapore the capital, and chief refidence 
of the Rajah, and which gives aname tothe 
whole diltridt, is alfo the chief feat of trade ; 
the produce of the country confifts of thaal 
timbers (a wood cqual in quality to the beft 
of our oak) dammer Jacca’s, an inferior 
fortment of raw-filk---and copofs and grain 
fofficient only for their confumption ; it is 
from this diftrié that the Eaft India Com- 
Panies are chiefly fupplied with the article 
of fhell lacca. 


North Weit of Fe ey contiguous 
lie the territories of Buddsir ‘amma Khan, 
fon and fuccefior to Affoola Khan, a Mogul, 
and Prince of Birrbebeen. How this 
Mabemmedan family, originally crept in 
among the Finds Rajaés, we never could 

learn 
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learn with any precifion ; but think it pro- 
ceeded from it's importance to the Mogul 
government, as being the pals into Bengal, 
from which moft danger of invaders was 
to be apprehended, and therefore the Em- 
peror judged it expedient to have the go- 
vernment of this pals in the hands of a 
Mahommedan Prince; the conquered Ra- 
ahs not being deemed truft worthy. 


The lands formerly poffeffed by this fa- 
mily, equalled in extent thole of Bifnapore, 
and yielded nearly the fame articles of mer- 
chandize, and about the fame revenue; 
but as loon as A/iverd? Khan ulurped the 
government of the Soubahthip, he divefted 
this Rajah (for fo he is commonly called) 
of a great part of his country, and other- 
ways opprefled him, which he had after- 
wards caufe to repent, as we have before 
fhewn) but notwithitanding that, he re- 
mained taxed at ten lac per Annum. 


The fertile part of his country is in 
the center of the Brerdodven mountains, 
his chief refidence the fortrefs of Nagur, 
and his principal town of trade, is Ji/us- 
éuzar, from whence the Eaft India Com- 
panies ufually had the greateft part of their” 
gurras provided; but the MadSeratter inva- 

hon, 
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fion occafioned in a great meafure this 
branch of trade to be transfered to the 
town of Cufwad, 


Worth Eaft of Calcutta, diftant about 
three days journey lics Ksfmagur, the fort 
and capital of Rajah Kijen Chund. He pol- 
fefics a tract of country of about twelve 
days journey, and is taxed at nine Lac per 
annum, though his revenues exceed twenty 
five Lac; his principal towns are Santipore, 
Nuddech, Bouren, Sc. where mullimulls, 
cofiaes, and cotton yarn are manufactured 
for the Europe markets; the country pro- 
duces copols and grain, but not futhcient 
for exportation, 


The reventes of the city of Dacca (once 
the capital of Bengal) at a low ellimation 
amount, annually to twe Khorore, proceed- 
ing from cuftoms and duties levied on 
cloths, -prain, oil, ghee, beetlenut, chank- 
metals, falt, and tobacco, &c. 


The foregoing inflances of the value of 


the Jands in the province of Bexgai only 


held by the Rajahs thall fuflice, without 
our particularifing thoft held by the Zemin- 
ders icattered through the province ; fome 
of whom are very confiderabile land holders ; 

theie 
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thefe are generally taxed neater the teal 
value of their lends, than thofe which are 
held by the Rajahs. 


Time and eccafion preffes, and will not 
permit us to enter minutely imto a deta 
of the other branches of the revenues of 
this opulent country in times of fettled 
peace, a bare mention of the principal re- 
maining {ources will fully and amply jaftify 
the point we aim at, and fhew the vaft 
Ha of the flake we are pufhing 
fOr. 


‘The revenues of the city of Patna, and 
thofe of the province of Babar—the go- 
vernment of Purnea, a rich Nabsifhip— 
the revenues of the capital of Morfhudabad, 
the city of Rayadmhe/, the towns and dif. 
tridts of Cofimbuzer, Cufwah, Mercha, 
Buxbunder, Azimpunge, Jiliaghee, Baaker 
Gunge, Rajapore, feveral petty Nabobthips 
and Fow/jdearys, &c. &e. &c.—the govern- 
ments and diftritts of Midnapore, and Chity- 
gongh, already ceded to us by the treaty of 
i76o—and the Pxrgunnabs ceded by the 
treaty 1757, all held by a molt precarious 
tenure whilft this war with the govern- 
ment fublitts. 


We 


: 
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We make no account of the province of 
Orijfa, ufually eftimated at one Khorore 
and a half, becaule it isa moot point, whe- 
ther the Emperor will engag= in any equi- 
valent plan of fatisfaction for the Madarat- 
fers evacuating it; be this as it may, if 
our general fcheme fucceeds, it would be 
worth evr while to attempt the geting rid 
of them by fair means, as this province is 
greatly improvable, and conititutes a ne- 
cefiary frontier and barrier to Benga/ on the 
South.. We day nothing neither of the Yag- 
ghier Jands, which are not taken into our 
eftimate, though thele are objetts may be 
worth a future confideration, 


To fum up the whole, we venture to 
ftake our credit and veracity on the afler- 
tion, that the two provinces of Benza/ and 
Babar, will fully yield a revenue of e/ever 
Khorore per, annum, or 13,750,000 pounds 
iterling—if it yields this under a defpotic 
and tyranic government im times of peace 
and currency of trade, what may we not 
more expect from it's improvements under 


a mild and Britifh one? To conclude, we 


rr epeat 


If we fhould fucceed in the attempt, 
great and glorious wall be the Britith name in 
thofe 
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thofe parts, and immen the gain to the 
company and nation—if we fail—nothing 
remains, but to obtain a lafting peace on al- 
moft any terms—for if this: war continues 
much longer on the prefent ineffectual and 
cxpeniive footing. the company, a3 a com- 
pany, cannot poflibly fupport it, and there- 
fore they muft be reduced to the neceffity of 
applying to our own government, for more 
powerful and potent aids than they hither- 
to have been indulged and favored with, 
though this has we confefs, been pretty con- 
fiderable already. What right we have (L 
{peak as a proprietor) to claim of expect 
more — we leave to be refolved by our 
honorable rulers.. 


With the above obvious conclufion, we 
clofe this our third general head, and prt 
part of our general work, and fhall pro- 
ceed to the diicuffion of our remaining 
hve general heads in a fecond part, as 
ipeedily as Jeifure and opportunity will 
permit. 


POSTSCRIPT, 
Having received intimation thet a cer- 
tain party intend again to make application 
to parliament, for an act to lay the /iisrine 
o 
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of Eat India ftock under fome reftrictions, 
and having ferioufly confidered this fabject 
in we think a new point of view, we beg 
leave to be heard a few words relative to 
this matter, and a few more, touching the 
prefent mode of governing this company. 


It is extraordinary that in the courle of 
fo much altercation before the general clec- 
tion Iaft year, on the propricty or impro- 
priety of fpliting ftock, two obvious conli- 
derations fhould not (as we remember) have 
‘been ever urged in defence of this practice, 
which if duely weighed we humbly ima- 
gine, would determune parliament to dif- 
eguntenance, andthrow out, any bill brou ght 
before them for the above-mentioned in- 
eended purpole. 


That both parties in the laft year's direc- 
tion benefited themfelves by this practice, 
ie inconteltable, notwithttanding the bold 
affertion and fallacious reafon on one fide, 
and the unmafked hypocrily of foerr chaime- 
pion Ferax. 


It was afferted, * that neither the ftork- 
* holder could fplit nor transfer, nor the 
«“ transferer accept and vote confiftently 
1¢ with a good cenfcicnce as a chriltian, or 

— ci an 
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an honeft man."—To examine the foui- 
dation of this heavy charge, let us confider 
the fituation of every Eait India proprietor 
on the common plan of voting, at general 
courts or general elections. 


The proprietor who holds go,000 4, ori« 
ginal ftock, and he who helds soo/ are, 
touching the government of this company, 
upon an equal footing. Strange! that 
regulation fo repugnant to equity and the 
nature of things, fhould have fo long {ub- 
fitted without amendment. 


The attachment and attention, which every 
individual owes to the particular communi-~ 
ty he belongs, will, nay muit be in pro- 

ortion to the fpecific concern and part he 
holds therein; therefore the preprietor who 
holds only 5co/. ftock, will be leis attach- 
ed and attentive, and more liable to be 
iwzyed and influenced to jain in bad mea- 
fures with defigning men, than the roprie- 
tor who holds 50,000/. ftack. _ Therefore 
whilit this inconfiftent regulation fubfitts, 
and the letter of it ftrictly adhered to, what 
remedy or means, has the proprietor of 
50,000/, ftock, to obtain an influence in 
the government of this company on any 
critical emergency in their affairs adequate 
. ta 
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to his concern and rifgue? but this very 
method of fpliting and dividing his ftock, 
confequently every attempt to deprive hirn 
of this only refource, is beyond doubt mott 
unjuit, and may tend to the deftruction of 
the company, if they fhould ever tall into 
the hands of a defigning felf-intereited and 
wicked fet of directors. 


To refute the charge of difhonefty in the 
action itfelf, we necd only confider it in 
comparifon with a tranfaction much more 
common, yet we conceive’ ftrictly dimilar 
to it. 


A. borrows soo/. cath of B. en note of 
hand payable in any fitp wated time —will 
any man be hardy enough to fay, that this 
caih is not the property of A, to all intents 
and purpofes, during the time of poffeffion 
—and could not A. conicientioufly and 
honeftly fwear it was fo?—where then ts 
the eflential difference between borrowing 
goo/. cafh, or soo/. ftock !—Werax wil 
tell you (though he laughs in his ilceve at 
the iame time) ‘ that A. borrows the 
* rool. cafh te convert to his own ri- 
“ vate occafions; but that the ftock lent 
« and transfered to A. is the confequence of 
“ q private compact and collufion between 
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« A. and B. to enable and qualify A. to 
* vote on that fide of the queftion B. thall 
point out to him.”—Be it fo—yet the 
moment B, transfers, and A. accepts, this 
individual soo/. ftock becomes the property 
of A, it has every effential of property, that 
property can have annexed to it—he can 
fell, diipofe of, giveitaway, and expend it 
in any manner he pleafes; and though he 
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally 
in his own breaft on which fide he will be- 
ftow his vote, (as a certain party we believe 
found the lait election, to their erest dye 
appointment and dilprace.) —= Perzx will 
again tel] you, there is a counter obliga- 
tion for A’s replacing this individual ftock. 
—In like manner A. is obliged to repay his 
soo#, cath and take up his note, if in 
either cafe he fails B. has his remedy at law 
—— but A. may moit truely fwear etther 
to be dona fide his property, whilft they 
continue in his poffeflion, though he is 
accountable in the one cafe for repayment, 
and the other for replacing. 


Touching the mode of governing this 
company, we beg leave to ay, it never 
could, nor ever can be qweé/ governed on it’s 
prefent inflitution.— Would you have your 
court of directors refpectable, reduce their 
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number to fourteen, raife the qualification 
for a dire¢étor to 10,000/. original flock, 
and their falaries to G00/, per annum; on 
this plan the direétion of your affairs would 
become an object worthy of being courted 
by men of the moft diftinguifhed charac- 
ters, abilities, and property ; which, the 
prefent great importance of this company 
loudly calls to be at their head— men who 
would not be fhackled by their neceflary 
attention to their own little concerns, and 
thereby obliged to abandon thofe of the 
company to the conduct and difpofal of one, 
two, or three members of their body, 
which unhappily has been the fate of this 
company from it’s firft inftitution. 


The End of the Firit Part. 


Lately publithed, the Second Edition, 
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To THE MOST NOBLE 
Ww UOC UG 


DUKE AND EARL OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND; 


EARL PERCY; 


BARON WARKWORTH OF 
WARKWORTH CASTLE; 


LORD LIEUTENANT AND CUSTOS RO- 
TULORUM OF THE COUNTIES OF MIDDLE- 
SEX AND NORTHUMBERLAND, OF THE 
CITY AND LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, 
AND OF THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF 
THE TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UPUN TYNE; 
VICE ADMIRALOFALL AMERICA, AND 
OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBER- 
LAND; ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MA- 
JESTY'S MOST HONORABLE PRIVY COUN- 
CIL; KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOULEO R- 
DER OF THE GARTER; AND FELLOW OF 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


MY LORD, 
BT is with equal deference and 
& pleafure that J fubmit the follow- 


ing performance to your Grace's pe- 
rufal ; 
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rufal; being perfuaded you will not , 
think it altogether unworthy of your 
notice from the important, but-un- 
common fubject it treats upon. Nei- 
ther do I apprehend you will think 
my inducement to this work an un- 
becoming one, when I tell your 
Grace my intention was to refcue the 
originally untainted manners, and re- 
ligious worfhip of a very ancient 
people from grols mifteprefentation. 


I thought it moft unjult that the 
wildom and tenets of Braman and 
the ancient Bramins fhould be longer 
difgraced by the ftrange innovations 
and practices of their modern bre- 
thren; for from thefe unworthy 
fucceffors alone have been diffemi- 
nated the general accounts which we 
are hitherto made acquainted with of 
the theology of thefe people. 


Hence 
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Hence it is that although the wif- 
dom of the Eaftern fages has been 
proverbially famous, yet we find them 
reprefented to us, in molt relations, 
as a race, from the beginning, equally 
credulous and ignorant. From fuch 
imputations I have endeavoured to 
vindicate them; not by labored apo- 
logies, but by a fimple dilplay of 
their primitive theology, which I 
would willingly hope ¢annot but be 
acceptable to the public, in fo in- 
quifitive and learned an age as this, 


Whatever fmall degree of appro- 
bation my imperfeét Jabors may ob- 
tain from the world, I reft affured it 
will applaud my choice of a patron 
on whofe judgement and candor I 
can fecurely rely ; as being a perfon- 
age whofe exalted titles are rendered 
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more refplendent by the amiable vir- 
tues and qualities that adorn them--- 
Virtues! which have endeared him 
alike to prince and people. 


I have the honor to fubicribe 
myfelt, 


My Lord Duke, 
Your Grace's moft obedient 


: and moft humble fcrvant, 


Beenbam Houfe, Berkay 
Nov. if, 1766. 


]. Z. HOLWELL, 


C HA PIV. 


“Tbe Religions Tenets of the Gentoos, followers 
of the Shaflab of Bramab. 


INTRODUCTION. 


j 1 YE have already premifed, that in the 

profecution of this our fourth gene- 
ral head, we fhould touch only on the orj- 
ginal principal tenets of thefe anticnt people 
the Gentocs; for were we to penetrate into, 
and difcufs the whole of their modern cere- 
motuals, and complicated modes of worthip ; 
our labor would be without end: thefe are 
as diffule, as the ancient fundamental tenets 
of Bramab are thort, pure, fimple and uni- 
form; in this predicament the Genfeor are 
hot fingular, as the original text of every 
theological fyitem, has, we prelume, from a 
fimilar caufe, unhappily undergone the fame 
fate; though at firtt promuleed as a divine 
inititetion. 
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We thall not fay much regarding the an- 
tiquity of thefe people; nor thall we amufe 
ourfelves with the reveries of chronologers 
and hiftorians ; who have labored'to fix with 
precifion (though not two of them agree in 
opinion) the various migrations after the 
flood: it fhall fuffice for our purpoic, that 
by their own thewing, Jndofien was as 
early peopled, as moft other parts of the 
known worid. 


The firit invaders of this empire, found 
the inhabitants a potent, opulent, civilized, 
wife, and learned people; united under one 
head, and one uniform profeffion of divine 
worfhip ; by the fundamental principles of 
which, they were precluded communication, 
and focial converfe, with the reft of mankind ; 
and thefe invafions firlt made them a warlike 
people allio. 


Alexander the Great, invaded them. in 
later times, and found them in the fame 
ftate; and though it fhould feem, from 
Arvian's and Quentus Curtius’s hiltory of that 
Prince's expeditions, that the different prin- 
cipalities he conquered, were independant. 
kingdoms, and governed by independant 
Kings and Princes, yet the Gentos records of 
Bindsobund and Banaras thew, that at that 

period, 
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period, and much later, ali the principalities of 
this empire, were in fubjection to, and owned 
allegiance to one head, fliled the MAcabsh 
Rajab of Indoftan;, a Prince of the Succadi¢ 
family, faid to be lineally detcended from 
their great Prince and Legiflator Bramab ; 
and that it was not until after the extinétion 
of this facred family (as the Genteos call it) 
that the Rajahs aflumed an independency. 


But it did not fufficiently footh the vanity 
of Alexander, nor that of his hiftorians, to 
record his conquefts of a few petty Rajahs 
and Governors of provinces; and though 
we do not contelt the fact of that invafion, 
yet we think ourfelvesjuftified in concluding 
the greateft part of its hiftory is fabulous ; 
yet, that it claims greater credit and belief, 
than’ thofe of Bacchus and Seffris: the 
Greek and Latin conttrudtion and termina- 
tion of the names, and places, of the Princes 
and kingdoms of Indoffan, faid by Alexander's 
hiftorians to be conquered by him; bear not 
the leaft analogy or idiom of the Gemgzo 
language, either ancient or modern; as any 
one the leaft converfant in it can teftify ; 
and although the ground work of their hif- 
tory was founded on fact, yet the fuperftric. 
tare cafrics ttrongly the femblance of in- 
vention and romance: And he who is ac- 
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quainted with this empire, and can give full 
credit to thofe legends, may upon as jolt 
a foundation believe Alexander to have been 
the fon of Fuptter Ammon; or, with 2, 
Curtius, that the Ganges opened into the 
Rea fea. 


The annals of the Genfoos, give teftimony 
of Alexander's invafion ; where he is record- 
ed under the epithets, of Mbaabab Duk- 
Royt, ¢ Kooneab, a moft mighty robber and 
murderer; but they make not any mention 
of a Porm, nor of any name that has the 
fmalleft alludion or likenels to it; and yet 
the action between Alexander and this ima- 
einary King Perns, has been pompoully ex- 
hibited by the hiftozians of the former, and 
has happily afforded fubject matter for re- 
prefentations, that do the hicghelt honour to 
the art and genius of man, 


The liberty we have taken with thefe fo 
long celebrated hiftorians, may fcem to our 
readers to be foreign to our fubject, but in 
the end we hope it will appear otherwile ; 
when they find that thefe authors have 
(either tram their own fertile inventions, or 
from ovi-information, or rather from want 
of a competent knowledge in the language 
ef the nation) mif-repreiented, or to ipeak 

more 
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more favorably, mif-conccived their religious 
CE. 8s much as they have the genius and 
te of their government. 
5 berate 9 
* The {pace of time employed in Alexan- 
der’s expedition in thisempire, did not afford 
a poilibility of acquiring any adequate know- 
ledge of a language in itfelf fo highly difficule 
to attain in the {malleft degree of perfection, 
‘even irom many years refidence and intimate 
converte with the natives; can it be poffi- 
bly believed then, that any of Alexander's 


followers could in this fhort fpace acquire 


duch perfection in the Gentoo language 2¢ 
could enable them jufily to traniimir down 
the religious fyftem of a nation, with whom 
they can fcarcely be faid to have had any 
communication ? | 


Touching the antiquity of the fcriptures, 
we are treating of, we have much more to 
fay, ™m fupport of our canjecture and belief, 
that the Shajfas of Bramab, is as ancient, at 
leaft, as any written body of divinity that 
was ever produced ta the world, But it is 
previouily neceffary, that we explain the word 
Bramab, which has been varioufly wrote, 
and indifcriminately apptied by many authers, 
and particularly by Baldews, who confounds 
Birmab and Bramah as being the fame per- 
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fon, though nothing in nature can be more 
different. This could proceed only, from 
the fpecific meaning end origin of thofe 
words not being clearly underitood; and 
this we conceive has led many other writers 
into the fame error: our prefent difquifition 
therefore calls, not only for the explanation 
of thefe words, but allo of the other two 
fuppofed primary created beings Bi/tnoo, 
and Swé. For unleis thefé three perfons 
Pirmal, Bifinee, and Seb, are diltinctly 
comprehended, and held in remembrance, 
a confiderable portion of the allegorical part 
of the Shaffah of Bramab, will appear ut- 
terly unintellividle. 


Different authors file him, Bruma, Bram- 
ma, Burma, Brumma, Birmab, Bramab; 
and although they write him thus varioully, 
they are unanimous in thinking him the 
fame perfon, and give him the fame attributes. 
They are all, it is true, derivatives from the 
fame root, Bram, ot Bram (for theie are 
fynonimous in the Séeffeb) but none of all 
the above appellatives are to be found in the 
Sheflat, but Birmab and Bramab, They 
aré all compounded of drum or fram, @ 
fpirit, or cffence, and mab, mighty; brum, 
in an abfolute and fimple fenfe fignifies the 
Spirit or effince of Géd, and is but upon one 
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occafion mentioned as a perion, and that as 
when érum is reprefented with the habili- 
ments and four arms of 2rrmab, foating on 
a leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos, 
immediately precedjng the aét- of the erea- 
tion of the univerle.—Brrmeh is underflood 
in an abfolate perional fenfe, and in a ficu- 
rative one; in the former as the Grit of the 
three primary created angelic betngs—in this 
fenfe the word fignifies \itterally the mighey 
jfecond. For though Birmad is the firft of 
the three prime beings, he is filed fecond in 
power to God only, and fometimes in the 
Shafiah has the name of Birmahab, the soft 
mighty fecond. In the figurative fenfe the 
word #irmeb means creation, created, and 
fometimes creator, and reprefents what the 
BGramins call, the firft great attribute of 
God, bis power of creation. 


Bramab is the tile folely appropriated to 
the Promulger of the Séajfab, and implies 
the fpirituality and divinity of bis miffion 
and doctrines ; hence it is, that his fucceffors 
afflumed the name of .Bramins, luppofing 
themfelves to inherit the fame divine [pirit. 


As the word Birmah, is fed in a perfo- 
nal, and figurative fenfe, fo is Bijines and 
Si; perionally, as being the fecond and 
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third of the firft created angelic beings, who 
had pre.eminence in heaven, the word 
Bifinoo, litterally fignifies a cherijfher, a pre- 
Server, 2 comforter; and Sich, a deflraver, 
an dvenger, a mutilator, a puntfier; and 
thefe three perfons, when figuratively ap- 
plicd in the Shafab (as they frequently are) 
reprefents what the Braminus call the three 
firit and great attributes of God, his power 
fo create, his power to preferve, and his 
power fo change or defiroy. And we (hall 
fee that in the diftribution of the almighty’s 
commands to thele primary perions, talks 
are ailioned to each, of a very different na- 
ture; to Brrmab, works of power, govern- 
ment and glory; to Byflase, works of ten- 
dernef; and benevolence: and to Sie, works 
of terror, feverity and deftrnétian. This 
laft mentioned perfon is the object of preat 
difmay and terror to the Gentoss, but mo- 
dern expounders of Bramab’s Shaffah have 
foftened the rigor of his charadter by giving 
him names and attributes of a very dit- 
ferent nature from that of Sicd. They call 
him Moifer (a contraétion of Mababfoor, 
tbe molt mighty defiroyer of evil} and under 
this foothing title he js worfhipped, not as 
Sied the deftroyer, but as rhe dsfiroyer of 
evi, The other epithet they have given to 
him is Mordé, (a contraétion of Mabahdeb- 

fab, 
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fab, the moft mighty angel) in this fenfe 
he is worfhipped as the averter of evel, 
and under this character he has the moit 
altars erected to him. 


This neceflary interpretation and expla- 
nation premiled, we proceed to the Shajlah 
itfelf ; and thall faithfully give a detail of the 
origin of this book; and the feveral inno 
vations and changes it has fuffered: a detail 
—which although known by all the learned 
amongit the Bramins, is yet confefled but 
by a few, and thofe only, whole purity of 
principle and manners, and zeal for the pri- 
mitive doétrines of Brameh's Shaffab, fete 
them above difguifing the truth ; from many 
of thefe, we have had the following recital, 


*« That, when part of the angelic bands 

* rebelled, and were driven from the face 
** of God, and expelled from the heavenly 
regions; God doomed them in his wrath, 
to eternal punifhment and banifhment; 
© but, that by the interceffion of the faith- 
** fyl remaining bands, he was at length jn- 
clined to mercy, and to foften the rigor 
“ of their fentence, by infituting @ courfe 
** only, of punithment, purgation, and pu- 
ification; through which, by due fub- 
miffion, they might work out a reltoration 
‘et ti} 
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*« to the feats they had loft by their difobe- 
“* dience, 


‘« That God in full affembly of the faith- 
“« ful bands {pecihied their courfe of punith- 
‘¢ ment, purgation and purification ; regii- 
*« tered, and declared his decree, immutable, 
‘¢ and irrevocable; and commanded Birmabh, 
“to defcend to the banifhed delinguents 
“and fignify unto them the mercy and de- 
«© termination of their creator. 


* That Birmaé fulhlled Gad’s command, 
*‘delcended to the delinquent angels; and 
‘made known unto them the mercy and 
*¢ Immutable fentence, that God their creator 
** had pronounced and regiltered againft them. 


“ That the great and unexpected mercy 
‘of God, at frit made a deep impreffion 
“upon all the delinquents, except on the 
«¢ leaders of their rebellion; thefe in procels 
“of time, regained their influence, and 
“« confirmed molt of the delinquents in their 
‘** difobedience, and thereby the merciful 
*€ intentions of their creator, became in a 
* great mealure frultrated, 


“« That about the beginning of the pre- 
“* fent age (i. ¢. 4866 years ago) the three 
* primary 


ie 

“ primary created beings and the reft of the 
¢ faithful angelic hoi, feeling the deepett 
 anguith for the exalted wickedneds of their 
" delinquent brethren, concluded it could 
‘only proceed, from their having by time, 
** forgot the terms of their falvation ; which 
‘(had heen only veibally delivered to them 
“ by Brrmab: they therefore petitioned the 
‘* Almighty, that he would be pleafed to 
‘ fuffer his fentence, and the conditions of 
their reftoration, to be digefted into a dody 
“* of written laws for their guidance; and 
‘that fome of the angelic beings, might 
‘“ have permifiion to delcend to the delin- 
** quents, to promulge and preach this writ- 
‘‘ten body of laws unto them, that they 
“ might thereby be left without excufe, or 
‘‘the plea of ignorance, for their conti- 
nuance in difgbedience. 


“« That God affented, to the petitions of 
“the angelic bands; when they, one and 
«« all, offered to undertake this miffion, but 
“God {elected trom amonpft them thofe 
“whom he deemed moit proper for this 
“ work of falvation; who were appointed 
“to defcend fo the different regions of the 
“habitable univerfe. That a being from 
‘the firft rank of angels was deftined for 
“the caliern part of this globe, whom 
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‘« God digmfied with thename of Braimab, 
“in alluhon to the divinity of the do@trine 
** andaumiffion he,had in charge, 


‘¢ That Brrmab by the command of God 
* dictated to Bramal and the other deputed 
‘angels, the terms and conditions, which 
‘‘ had been primarily delivered to the de- 
“linquents, by the mouth of Byrmab. 
‘« that Braniah received, and entered the laws 
‘Sof God in Deltab Nagur, (literally, the 
‘“« language of angels) and that when Bre- 
“‘ mab delcended at the beginning of the 
* prefent age, and afflumed the human form 
“and government of Jndoffan, he tranflated 


‘ “them into the Sanféerit, a language then 


“univerfally known throughout Jndefan ; 
‘eand called the body of laws the Chatab 
“ Bhade * Shaflab of Bramab (literally, the 
“four feriptures of divine words of the 
“ mgbty fpirit) which he promulged, and 
“ preached to the delinquents, as the only 
“terms of their falyation and reftoration. 


** That for the {pace of a thoufand years, 
“the doctrines of the Chgtas Bhade, wete 
“‘ preached and propagated, without varia- 
“won or innovation; and many of the 
* delinquents benefited from them and were 

* A written book. 
“* faved: 
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« faved: but that about the clof& of this 

« period, fome Gefeyas * and Battezaaz + 
“ Bramins, combining together, wrote a 
“ paraphrafe on the Chapab Rbade, which 
*« they called the Chatab t Bhade of Bra- 
* mab ||, or the fix frriptures of the mighty 
“ fpirit; in this work the original text of 
«& Bramab's Chatab Bhade was — ftill pre- 
« feryed,—About_ this period alfo it was, 
“(that the Gofeyns and Batfezaaz Bramins, 


“ began to appropriate ta themfelves the uff . | 
“of the Sanjerit charaéter, and inftituted in“ 
* the place of it the common Jndsffan cha~ 


“ racter in ule at this day : it was now alfo 
‘that féey firft began to veil in myfteries, 
“the fimple doctrines of Bramab. 


“ That about five hundred years later, 
“« that is, fifteen hundred years from the firit 
‘*‘ promulgation of Brameb's Shefleb; the 
“ Gofeyas, and Battezaaz Bramins, pub- 
‘6 lithed afecond expofition, or commentary 
‘‘on the Chgtat Bhade; which fwelled 
“the Gentco {criptures to eighteen books - 
*¢ thele the commentators entitled the Augh. 
“torrab Bhade Shaflab, or the eighteen. boks 


* Genter Bithops. 

+ Expounders of the Staflad, + Six. 

|) From the promulging this Shade, the Polytheifaa 
of the Gertze's took its rife, 
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eof divine words; it was drawn ‘up in @ 
« compound character, of the common Fr- 
“ dofan, and Sanferit ;—the original text of 
“the Chadtah Bhaae, was in a manner funk 
and alluded to only ; the hiftories of their 
“ Rajahs and country, were introduced under 
“ fieures and fymbols, and made a part of 
«their religious worfhip, and 2 multitude 
“of ceremonials, and exteriour modes of 
“ worthip, were inftituted; which the com- 
«* mentaters (aid were implied in Bramab's 
« Chdtah Bhade, although not expreily 
« directed therein, by him; and the whole 
‘enveloped in impenetrable obfcurity by 
« allegary and fable, beyond the compre- 
« henfion even of the common tribe of 
* Bramins themfelves ; the laity being thus 
«precluded from the knowledge of their 
“ original feriptures had a new fyftem of 
« faith broached unto them, which their 
“ anceftors were utterly ftrangers to. 


“ That this innovation of the Aughterrab 

“ Bhade produced a {chifm amongit the 
“ Gentoo’s, who until this period had fol- 
« lowed one profeffion af faith throughout 
€ the valt empire of Jnasflan; for the Bra- 
« mins of Cormandell and Mallabar finding 
“their brethren upon the courfe of the Genges 
“ had taken this bold ftep te infilave the laity, 
2 ** fet 
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“ fet up for themfelves, and formed afcripture 
‘© of theic own, founded as they faid upon 
“ the Chdtab Bhade of Bramab; this they 
« called the Fiedam * of Brumnab, or divine 
“ words of the mighty fpirit ;—thefe com- 
‘‘ mentators, by the example of their bre- 
*« thren, interiperfed in their new religious 
“ fyftem, the hiltories of their governors, 
“and country, under various fymbols and 
“allegories, but departed from that chaitity 
“‘ of manners, which was fill preferved in 
“ the Augbtorrab Bhade Shaftab. 


Thus the original, plain, pure, and 
“fimple tenets of the Chatab Bhade of 
“ Bramab (ftteen hundred years after its 
“frit promulgation) became by degrees 
«utterly loll; except, to three or four Go- 
“ feya families, who at this day are’ only 
“capable of reading, and expounding ir, 
* from the Sen/érit character; to thefe may 
“be added a few others of the tribe 
“of Haticexaas Bramias, who can read 
“and expound frem the Chatat Bébaae, 
* which itill preferved the text of the ori- 
« ginal, a& before remarked. 


* Jiedam in the Mallsber lanzuaze firnifies the 
fame asSbaj/fsh in the Svn/erit, viz. divine werds—— 
and fometimes, the werd: of God. 


“ How 
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‘“‘ How much foever the primitive reli- 

“ gion of the Genteos fuffered by thefe inno- 
“vations; their government underwent no 
‘“‘change for many centuries after, all ac- 
“ Knowledging allegiance to one wniverfal 
“Rajah of the Swecadit family, lineally 
“ defcended from their Prince and Lawegiver 
“ Bramab. The Princes of this line 
“oppofed the innovations made in their 
* primitive faith, with a fruitlefs oppolition, 
“which endangered the exiftence of their 
“own government; fo that at length they 
“« were reduced to the neceffity of fubferib- 
“ing, firtt to the Charah Bbade, and fub- 
‘‘fequently to the 4ughtorrab Bhades al- 
“though their wiffom forelaw, and fore- 
‘told, the fatal confequences thefe inno- 
‘“‘ vations would have on the flate and the 
“nation: but the Gojfiyns and Bramins, 
‘« having taited the (weets of prieltly power 
“by the firit of thefe Béades, determined 
‘ta enlarge, and eftablith it, by the pro- 
 mulgation of the fe; for in this the ex- 
“ terior modes of worthip were fo multi- 
‘“ phed, and fuch a numerous train of new 
** divinities crested, which the people never — 
“* before had heard or dreamed of, and both 
«the one and the other were {o enveloped 
“by the Geftyns and Bramins in darknefs, 
* penetrable to themfelves only, that thofe 
* profeffors 
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* profeffors of divinity, became of new and 
* great Importance, for the daily obliga- 
“tions of religious duties, which were by 
“thele new inititutes impofed on erery 
“ Genteo, from the higheft to the lowelt 
“ rank of the people, were of fo intricate, and 
*‘ alarming a nature, a8 to require a Bramin 
“to be at hand, to explain and officiate, 
“in the performance of them: they had 
“* however the addrefs to captivate the minds 
“of the vulgar, by introducing fhow and 
* parade intoall their principal religious feafts, 
‘as well as falts; and by a new fingle poli- 
“tical inititution, to wit, fhe preférvation of 
‘““thetr caff er tribe, the whole nation was 
* reduced to facerdotal flavery. 


“ From the period that the Augbhrerrad 
" Bhade was publithed as the rule of the 
“ Gentoo faith and worthip, fuperftition, the 
“fute fupport of prieftcraft, took falt pof- 
* feflion of the people; and their confcien- 
“ces, actions, and conduct, in {pirituals 
* and temporale, were lodged in the breafts 
“ of their bow/ebold Bramins, and at their dif- 
“‘pofal; for every head of a family was 
“obliged to have one of thofe ghoftly fa- 
“ thers at his elbow, and in fact the people 
“became in general mere machines, ac 
“‘tuated and moved, as either the good 
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¢ or evil intentions of their houfehold tyrant 
« dictated. 


« The Aughtorrab Bhade Shaffab, has been 
“ invariably followed by the Genfoos inha- 
“biting fram the mouth of the Ga»zes to 
« the Jadus, for the lat three thoufand three 
“hundred and fixty fix years. This pre- 
‘< cifely fixes the commencement of the Gen- 
too mythology, which, until the publication 
“of that Bhade, had no exiltence amongit 
“them: every Genfoo of rank or wealth, 
« has a copy of this {cripture in his poffef- 
“fion; under the care and infpection of 
“his domeflic Bramin; who every day 
“reads and expounds a portion of it to the 
*¢ family. 


« Sixteen hundred and feventy nine years, 

“ from the promulgation of the dughterraé 
«© Bhade Shaflab, the facred line of Bramab 
‘¢ became extinét, in the perfon of Sycea- 
«dit, the lat Mababmabah Rajah; (mott 
« mighty King) he reigned over all Jndoj- 
“ tan, fixty years; his deceafe caufed a ge- 
‘* neral lamentation amongit the people ; and 
“from his death, a new Gentoo Epocha 
“took place, called the Era of Swecadst ; 
* and the prefent year (A. D. 1766) is the 
ai year 
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“year of Succadit, fixteen hundred cighty 
* icven. 


«<The death of Swecad:#, became not 
“only remarkable for a new Epecha of 
“time, but allo for another fignal event in 
‘the Gentoo annals; namely, a total revo- 
** lution of their government: the royal and 
“ facred line being extinct, the Vice- roys of 
“* this extenfive empire (who had been for 
“fore years ftrengthening themfelyes in 
“their re{pective governments, and prepar- 
“ ing for this expected cvent) on the demife 
“of Succadit, fet up a claim of indepen- 
** dency, tothe lands over which they had 
‘ ruled under the emperor : they all aflumed 
“the ttle of Rajah, a diftinction which, 
“‘ before this memorable period, had been 
* only given to four or five of the firft of- 
*‘ficers of the ftate; who ali generally 
“ filled the chiet governments of the empire, 
xt Confufion followed——Thofe com- 
* manders who found themfelves invefled 
“with greater force and power, attacked, 
“conquered, and joined to their govern- 
*‘ ments, the territories of thefe who Ja 
“contiguous to them; whilit others who 
“ lay more diftant preferved their indepen- 
“dency: and thus the empire was divided 
“into as many kingdoms, as there hid 
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«been Vice-royfhips and Governments.— 
* Between thefe Rajahs, there fubfifted a 
*« continual warfare.—From an empire thus 
* divided againft itfelf, what could be ex- 
¢ nected, but that which, in a few centuries, 
* confequently and naturally followed. 


« For the fimple and intelligible tenets 
and religious duties, enjoined by the Céar-. 
* tab Bhade, being thus abforbed and loft, 
‘in the attention and adherence, paid to 
« the extravagant, abfurd, and unintelligible 
« non-eflentials of worfhip, inftituted by 
“the Aughtorrab Bhade; \aid the founda- 
« tion of the miferies, with which in fuc- 
“ceeding times, Indeflan was vifited ; and 
«the merciful intention of God, for the 
«« redemption of the delinquent angels, (de{- 
«tined to inhabit this part of the earthly 
«‘ globe) was rendered fruitlefs—The holy 
« Tribe of Branins, who were chofen and 
“appointed by Bramab himfelf, to preach 
« ghe word of God, and labor the falvation 
« of the delinquents; in procefs of time loft 
« fight of their divine original, and in it's 
* place fubftituted new and ftrange doctrines ; 
« that had no tendency, but to the eftablith- 
“ ing their own power: the people hearken- 
“ed unto them, and their minds were 
 fubdued and eniflaved ; their ancient mili- 

4 “ tary 
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« tary genius, and {pirit of liberty was de- 
«¢ bilitated; difcord and diffention arole 
«amongft the rulers of the land, and the 
*t {tate grew ripe for falling at the firit con- 
*¢ yvulfion; and in the end fuffered an utter 
“ fubverfion, under the yoke of Mahom- 
“ meden tyranny; as a juft punifhment in- 
‘e fliéted on them by God, for their neglect 
‘of his laws, commands and promifes, 


‘ promulged to them, by his great and fa- © 
« vored angel Bramab, in the Chartabh Bhade 


‘© Shaftab.” 


~The foregoing detail, contains the ge- 
huine conceptions and belief, which the 
Bramins themfelves entertain of the anti= 
quity of their {criptures, and of the two re- 
markable innovations they have undergone ; 
particulars which we have had repeatedly 
confirmed to us, in various cogferences with 
many of the moft learned and ingenuous, 
amongit the laity of the Aoyt *, and other 
Caj?z, who are often better verfed in the 
doctrines of their Sdaffah than the common 
run of the Branuns themiclves. 


We hope it will not be difpleafing to our 
readers, if from the foregoing recital, we 
reduce into a narrow compals, and into one 

® The tribe of Writers, 
3 view, 
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view, the ftedfaft faith of the Genraoy. 
Touching the antiquity of their fcriptures; 
(the point now only under our confidera- 
tion) it appears therefore that they date the 
birth of the tenets and dottrines of the 
Staffab, from the expulfion of the angelic 
beings from the heavenly regions; that 
thole tenets were reduced into a written 
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred 
and fixcy-lix years ago, and then by God's 
permiliion were promulged and preached to 
the inhabitants of Judoffan. ‘That-thefe ori- 
ginal icriptures underwent a remarkable 
change or innovation a thoufand years after 
the miffion of their Prophet and Law-giver 
Bramab, in the publication of the Chatah 
Bbade Sbaffeds ; and that three thouland three 
hundred and fixty-fix years palt, thefe ori- 
ginal fcripteres fuffered a fecond and laft 
change or innovation, in the publication of 
the ArghterraG Bhase Sbhaflab; which oc- 
exfioned the firft and only {chifm amongit 
the Genfoos, that fublifts to this day, namely 
between the followers of the Aughterrap 
Bbade Séaftab, and the followers of the 


i jedan. i 


“Without repofing an implicit confidence 
in the relations the Bramring give of the 
antiquity of thew fcriptures; we will with 

~~ Our 
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our readers indulgence, humbly offer a 
few conjeétures that have fwayed us into a 
belief and conclufion, that the original tenets 
of Bramab are moft ancient; that they are 
truly original, and not copied from any 
fyitem of theology, that has ever been pro- 
mulzed to, or obtruded upon the belief of 
mankind : what weight our conjectures may 
have with the curious, or how far it may 
rather appear in the profecution of our work, 
that other theological fyitems have been 
framed from this, we readily fubmit to thofe, 
whole genius, learning and capacity in re- 
fearches of this kind, are much fuperior te , 
our own. 


It has been without referve afferted, that 
the Genfeor received their doctrines and 
worthip, from the Perfees or Egypirans; 
but without (as we conccive) any degree of 
probability, or grounds, for the foundation 
of this opinion: reafon and facts, iceming 
to us, to be on the fide of the very contrary 
opinion, , 

That there was a very carly communica- 
tion between the empires of Perjia, Egypr 
and Jndsfian, 1s beyond controverly; the 
former lay contiguous to Jndoffan; and al- 
though Egypt lay ues remote from it, there 

itll 
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fill was an eafy paflage open between them, 
by the navigation from the Red-fea, to the 
indus: therefore it will appear no {trained 
conclufion, if we fay; itis mot likelythere had 
been frequent intercourfe between the learned 
Mags of both thofe nations, and the Bramins, 
Jong before the laft mentioned fapes were 
vilited by Zorcaffer and Pythagoras, 


It is neceflary to remark that the Bramtns 
did not, indeed could not, feck this intere 
courle, for the principles of their religion 
forbad their travelling, or mixing with other 
nations; bur to famed were they in the 
earlieft known times for the purity of cheir 
manners, and the fublimity of their wifdom 
and doctrines, that their converfe was fought 
alter, and folicited univerfally by the phi- 
lofophers, and fearchers after wifdom and 
‘truth. For this charaéter of them, we have 
the concurring teflimony of all antiquity. 


At what period of time, Jadsflan was 
vifited by Aorcafier and Pythagoras, is not 
clearly determined by the jearned; we will 
fuppole it, with the gencrality of writers, 
to have been about the time of Remnlys.— 
That thele fages travelled, not to infirud?, 
but, to be infiruged; is a fa& that may be 
determined with more precifion: ag well 

28, 
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as, that they were not in Jndoffan together. — 
As they both made a long refidence with the 
Bramins North Weft of the Ganges (for the 
name of Zardburft, and Pythagere retain a 
place in the Gentoo annals ** as travellers in 
*< fearch of wifdom') it is reafonable to con- 
clude they might ia fome degree be inftructed 
in the Sawfcrit Charager, and confequently, 
in the doctrines and worthip inftituted bythe 
Chatab and Aughtorrab Bhades, 


It is worthy notice that the Merempfychofis: 
as well as the three grand principles taught | 
in the greater Eieufinian myfterics ; namely, 
the unty of the godbead, bis general provi- 
dence over all creation, and a future flate of 
rewards and punifomenis; were fundamental 
doctrines ot Bramab's Chartab Bhade Shaf-~ 
tab, and were preached by the Bramins, 
from time immemorial to this day, through- 
out Indoffan : not as myfteries, but as reli~ 
gious tenets, publicly known and received; 
by every Gentoo, of the meaneft capacity ; 
this is a truth, which, we conceive, was un- 
known to the learned inveftigator of the 
Efeufimian myfteries; or it is probable he 
would, with more caution, have afferted, 
that the Eaftern nations receiyed their doc- 
trines from the Egyprians. 

Although 
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Although the Polythetlm of the Genreos 
hed its ongin from the firft promulgation of 
the Chatab Bhade Shaflab, and their Mytho- 
logy from the publication of the Avshrorrab 
Bbede ; yet the above mentioned theclogical 
dogma’s remained inviolable and unchanged : 
and as thele, with the firm perfuafion of the 
pie-cxiftent itate of the f{pirit, or foul, have 
ever been, and ilill are, the very bafis of all 
the Gentoo worthip; it appears to us molt 
probable, (from the early communication 
before remarked, and the reafons “before 
given) that the Rgyprians borrowed thefe 
tenets from the Bravains. 


That Pythageras took the dottrine of 
the Metempfichsfs, from the Bramins, is 
not difputed; yet future times erroneoutly 
{tiled it Pythagercan; an egregious miftake, 
which could proceed only from ignorance of 


Hs original, 


, Whatever may have been the period, 
that Jnd flan wos vifited by the teva travell- 
ig Saces abovementioned; it is: acknow- 
ledged that Pyrhageras undertook that jour- 
ney, fome years later than Zorsaffer : 
when Pihageras left India, he went into 
Perjia, where he comerted with the Magi of 
that country, and was inftructed in their 
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miyfteries ; and is faid (with probability of 
truth) to have held many conferences with 
Zoroafer, on the doctrines of the Bramins. 
They had both been initiated in all the myf- 
teries, and learning, of the Ezvdtians; and 
Pythagoras, ‘in his fecond vifit to Egypt, ibe- 
fore his return to Greece, probably repaid 
the debt of wifdom he had received from 
the Magi, by giving them new, and ftronger 
lights, into the theology, cofmopony and my- 
thology of the Brains, from their Gba- 
tab, and Aughterrah Bhades. -— 


The moral inftitutes, of Zorcaffer, ‘and 
Pythagoras; inculcated and taught by the 
one to the Perfians; and by the other, to 
the Greeks; truely bore the ftamp of divine! 
but their fyftem of theology, furely that of 
madnefs !—They had fo Jong, and intentely 
thought, and reafoned on the d¢rorne nature, 
and the caufe of evil; that the portion of 


divine nature they poficiied, feemed utterly 


impaired; and bewildered , as foon as they 
began to form their crude principles into a 
fyftem ;—they appear to have preferved the 
bafis and out-lines of Bramat's Shafab, on 
which (probably in conjunction with the 
Perfian and Ezyptian Magi) they raifed an 
acral tuperftfucture, wild and incompre- 
henfible ! and labored to propagate an uni 
; telligible 
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telligible jargon of divinity, which neither 
themielves, nor any mortal fince their time, 
could explain, or reduce to the level of bu. 
man underftanding. 


How far, on a comparifon between the 
modes of worthip, inftituted by the Charah 
and Aughtorrab Bhades, and thofe of the 
antient Eevprtians, Greeks and Romans, it 
may appear that thofe of the Bramrus are 
originals, and thofe of the latter copies only, 
we fubmit to the enquiry of the learned into 
thofe intricate ftudies, when in the courf= 
of our work we exhibit to the reader fome 
{pecimens of the Gentoo Mythology, and an 
account of their faits and feftivals, 


By the fundamental doétrines and laws 
of the Gentoos, they cannot admit of profe- 
lytes or converts, to their faith or worthip ; 
nor receive them into the pale of their com- 
munion, without the lofé of their Cait, or 
Tribe; a difgrace, which every Gentoo 
would rather fuffer death than incur: and 
although this religious prohibition, in its con- 
fequences, reduced the people to a flavith 
dependence on their Branrins ; yet it proved 
the cement of their union as a nation; which 
to this day remains wnomixed with any other 
race of pcople.—Thefe are circumftances 

which, 
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which, to the beft of our knowledge, re- 
membrace, and reading; ‘peculiarly diftin- 
guith the Gentoos, from all the nations of 
the known world, and plead ftrongly in 
favor of the great antiquity of this pcople, 
as well as the originality of their {criptures. 


Another confideration, to the fame pur- 
pofe, claims our notice; namely the perpe- 
tuity of the Gentoo dodtrines, which through 
a fucceilion of fo many ages, have {till re- 
mained unchanged, in their fundamental 
tenets ;—for although the Cdatah and Augh- 
torrah Bhades, enlarged the exteriors of their 
worfhip, yet thefe derive their authority 
and eflence, in the bofom of every Genfoa, 
from the Chartab Bhade of Bramab: and & 
is no uncommon thing, for a Genfco, upon 
any point of confcience, or any important 
emergency in his affairs or conduct, to re- 
ject the decifion of the Chatab and dugb- 
terrab Bhades, and to procure, no matter 
at what expence, the decifion of the Char- 
tab Bhade, expounded from the Sanjérit. 


Enough has been faid, to fhew that the 
genuine tenets of Bramah, are to be found 
only in the Céartah Bhade; and es all who 
have wrote on this fubjeét, have received 
their information from crude, inconfiltent re- 


ports, 
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ports, chiefly token from the Augbforrab 
Bbade, and the Fiedam ; it is no wonder that 
the religion of the Gearoos, has been traduced, 
by fome, as utterly unintelligible; and by 
others, a8 monilrous, ablurd, and dilgrace- 
ful to hamanity :-——our defign is to refcue 
thefe ancient people, from thof imputa- 


tions; in order-to which we. thall proceed, 


without further introduction. or preface, to 
inveftigate their original {criptures, as con- 
tained in the Chartah Bhade; at the clofe of 
each fection we fhall fubjoiny fach remarks, 
and explanations, as may appear to us necel- 
fary and pertinent to our fubjed. 


For the greater perfpicuity, we will pre- 
fent te our readers the fundamental doétrines 
Of the Bramins, under five diflinét feGions ; 
as they are ranved in the firft book of this 
Shaflabs: viz, 


J. OF God and his Attributes. 

II. The creation of Angelic Beings, 

If]. The Lav le of part of thofe Beings. 

IY. Their Puniihment. - 

V. Lhe mitigation of that Punifhment, 
and their final Sentence, 


| SECT: 
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SEC Ti -L 
«« Of God and his Attributes, 


« God is One *. — Creator of all that 
et rs. God is like a perfect {phere, 
« without beginning or end.—God rules 
« and governs all creation by a general 
« providence refulting from firft deter- 
«© mined and fixed principles. Thou 
 fhalt not make enquiry into the ef- 
« fence and nature of the exiftence of 
« the ETERNAL ONE, nor, by what laws 
«he governs.—An enquiry into either; 
‘#5 yain, and criminal.—lIt is enough, 
« that day by day, and night by night, 
« thou feeft in his works; his awz/dom, 
* power, and his mercy. Benefit 
* thereby.” 


® Ekbummea, licterally, fhe ene thet ever teats 
which we tranilate, the eternal one. 


REMARES, 


HE foregoing fimple and fublime de- 
fcription of the Supreme Being, confti- 


tutes the firft chapter, or fection of the Sfa/- 


The Bramins of the dAughtorral 


Bhadz teach, that there originally exilted a 


| 6 chapter 
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chapter of the Shafah, which explained and 
folely treated of the divine nature and ef. 
fence; but that it was foon itrecoverably 
loft, and never tranfmitted to pofterity by 
Bramab, who fore it out of his Chartah 


Baldews, who refided thirty years on the 
Iffind of Ceylon, and has given a laborious 
tranilation of the Fiedem: recites a fimilar 
anecdote from thofe fcriptures, and fays, 
“* that the loft part treated of God, and the 
“origin of the univerfe, or vifible worlds, 
“the lofs of which is highly lamented by 
“the Bramins.”—In which this author feems 
to have plunged into a double error ; firit, 
in alleging the part loft, treated of the origin 
of the univerfe; whereas both the Viedane, 
and Shajlab, are elaborate on the fubject ; 
and fix not only the period of its creation, 
but alfo its precife age, and term of duration, 
(as we fhall thew hereafter) ; confequently 
and fecondly, they could not properly be {aid 
to lament a lois they never fultaincd.—— 
But in truth, the whole of this matter is al- 
legorica!, a circumffance, which Baldens, it 
fecms, never adverted to. 


In various difcourfes we have had, with 
fome learned Bramins, on the above cited 


pallage 
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pafiage of the Aughtorrab Bhade, they were 
all unanimous in their fenfe and interpreta- 
tion of it: namely, that to man was given for 
the exercife of his reafon, and virtue, the con- 
templatign of the viliblewonders ofthe creation; 
but, that the ETERNAL onz had precluded 
all enquiry into his origin, nature and eflence, 
and the laws by which he governs; as fub- 
jects-iriexplicable to, and beyond the limited 
powers of created beings; therefore it is 
emphatically faid, that Bramah tere out that 
part, implying the prohibition of fuch en- 
quiries, as uiclefs and prefumptuous. 


Had one tythe of the time and trouble, 
which the juft mentioned ecclefialtic beflow- 
ed in rendering a literal tranilation of the 
Viedam, been employed in attempting an 
explanation of its myfteries ; his labors might 
have proved worthy the attention of the 
learned ; whereas, by contenting himfelf with 
a bare verlion, without aiming at the inter- 
pretation of the allegorical parts of thofe 
fcriptures, his toils, which moft have been 
great and intenfe, have only produced a mon- 
iter, that fhocks reafon and probability. — 
Theyare mil-reprefentations like thefe, which 
we have lamented in the preliminary dif- 
courfe, to the firit part of this our work, 
a$ injurious to human nature; various and 
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enormous are the milftakes, which this an- 
thor has fallen into from the above caufe, 
through the whole of his volaminous work, 
which might be praved-in a multitude of 
in{tances; but one thallfifiice as a fpecimen 
of the whole, which nothing but the mil- 
taken zeal of a chriftian divine-can excufe. 


-* The? iedam (according to Baldeus) gives 
“the fame place and power to Birmab or 
“ Bramab (for he erraneoufly makes thele 
“‘ names fynonimous) as the S4a/fab does; 
“and asthe Mallatars acknowledge Brameh 
‘to be the fon of God, and fupreme go- 
** vernor of angels; nay even aferibe to him 
“a human form: joss evident, that thefe 
“ attributes, muji have their origin from 
“cubot they bave beard, though per baps con- 
" fufedly, of “fefus Chrift the fon of God.” 
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SECT. It. 
* The Creation of Angelic Beings. 


« The ETERNAL one, abforbed in the 
** contemplation of his ownexiftcnee ; in 
* the fullnefs of time, refolved to par- 
“ wcipate his glory and effence with 
“« beings capable of feeling, and tharing 
*“‘ his beatitude, and of edminiftering 
** to his glory.— Thefe beings then were 
** not.—The ETERNAL one willed.— 
* And they were. — He formed them 
‘in part of his own effence; capable 
“of perfection, but with the powers 
“‘ of imperfection ; both depending on 
“ theirvoluntary election. Theeter- 
“NAL ONE firitcteated Birmah, Biftnos, 
“and Seo; then Mosfafoor, and all the 
* Debteh-Logue *. The everkal one 
“gave pre-eminence to Birmab, Bij. 
“ noo and Sreé6.——He appointed Bir- 
‘mah, Prince of the Dedtah- Logue, 
“and put the Deérads under fubjection 
“to him; he alfo conftituted him his 
*“ vicegerent in heaven, and Bi/}noo and 
“< Sree, were eftablithed his co-adjutors. 
* Debiah, angela; Lerae, a peopl:, multitude, or 
congreration; Qrétah-Lorwe, ube angelic hoft, 
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“The ETERNAL ONE divided the 
«« Debtab into different bands, and ranks, 
‘and placed a leader or chief over 
« each.—Thefe worfhipped round the 
t throne of the eferval one according to 
“ their degree, and harmony was in 
heaven. Moifafeor, chief of the 
« Grit angelic band, led the celeftial 
« fong of praile and adoration to the 
« Creator, and the fong of obedience 
+o Birmah his firft created.—And the 
« Pternal One rejoiced in his new crea- 
* tion.” 


REMARKS. 
x ANKIND in general of every de- 
nomination, and religious profefiron, 
have fubfcribed to the opinion of the ex- 
‘tence of angelic beings; and have each 
fsrmed their crude, peculiar, and imaginary 
conceptions of their origin and deftination. 
—Crude and imaginary indeed ! mult be the 
beft human conftruction, on fo marvellous 
a fubjeét.—The fimp'e, rational, and fub- 
lime caufe, afligned by Bramab, for this act 
of creation; is moftworthya great and benign 
being, and conveys a firiking and interelting 
impreflion, not “only of his power, but of 
his denevolence. 


Bramab, in the opening of this fection, 
feerns to place the eternal ene, in the fituation 
of 
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of an abfolute, good, and powerful aonarcb, 
without fujet?s ; which in fac 13 being no 
monarch at all: for however happy, oF 
bleffed facha being may be, in the contem- 
plation of his own fole exiftence and almighty 
power; yet he cannot (fay the Bramins) be 
completely fo, without partakers in his glory 
and beatitude; who fhould alfo, be conicious 
of the fenure of their awn exiltence, as well 
as of the power, and benevolent intentions 
of their creafor, and worfhip him, accord- 
ingly. 


But a blind and neceffary obedience and 
worthip, from any new creation of rational 
beings, (which mult have follawed had they 
been created perfect) would have fallen fhort 
of their Creator's purpole ; therefore Bramab 
fays, the sternal one, formed them ** capable 
“of perfection, but with the powers of im- 
«« perfection ;" without fubjecting them to 
either, that their adoration and obedience 
fhould be the refalt of their own free-will; 
the worfbip alone worthy his acceptance. 


From the doétrine contained in this fection 
it appears, that the powers of perfection and 
imperfection, (or in other words the powers 
of gsed and evil) were coeval in the forma- 
tien of the firft created beings: The 

D 3 Bramins 
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Bramins in their paraphrafe on this chapter, 
reconcile the fuppofed incompatibility of thé 
exiftence of moral evil, confiltently with 
the juftice, power, and goodnels of the dhe 
preme being, by alleging, “ that asthe Dedtad 
were invetted with the abfolute powers of 
ferfection, their lapfe from that ftate, cannot 
impeach either the power, jultice, or pood- 
nels of the ETERNAL ONE; whofe motives for 
their creation were benevolent; and the duty 
enjoined them light and eafy.—To chaunt 
forth for ever, the pratles of their creator 
—~To blefs him for their ereation, and to 
acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab, 
and his two coadjutors Biffneo and Sveb.” 


Human penal laws, which have their ex- 
iftence in every well regulated government of 
the world ; always pre-fuppole that the indi- 
viduals fubjected to thofe laws, are invefted 
with full powers and capacity of paying 
obedience to them; otherwile, their impo- 
fition becomes an act of tyranny; but the 
premiles granted, then the breach and vio- 
Jation of them is criminal, and juftly pu- 
nifhable, without an imputation of injultice 
in the inftitutor——Shall man then appear 
ferupuloufly cautiousin his inflitutes and laws, 
not to offend againft reafon and juftice, and 

ae . yet 
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yet dare to doubt of, or arraizn the juftice 
of his Creator! 


Whence the origin, and exiftence of 
moral evil? Ys a quettion that has puzzled, 
and exercifed the imagination, and under- 
ftanding of the learned and {peculstive in all 
ages, We confefs we have hitherto met 
with no folution of this interefting enquiry, 
fo fatisfactory, conclufive, and rational as 
flows from the doGrine before us. Au- 
thors have been driven to very itrange con- 
clufions on this fubject, nay fome have 
thought it neceflary to form an apology in 
defence of their Creator, for the admifiioa 
of moral evil inte the world; and azffert, 
“ That God was necellitated to admit moral 
evil in created beings, from the nature of the 
materials he had.to work with; that God 
would have made all things perfeét, but that 
there was in matter an ¢vil bies, repugnant 
to his benevolence, which drew another 
way; whence aroic all manner of evils:” 
and that, * therefore, “* To endue created 
beings with perfection ; that is to produce 
good exclufive of evil, is one of thofe im- 
poflibilities, which even infinite power 
cannot accomplifh.” And confequently that 
from this apelogetical caufe only, “ The 
wickednefs and miferies of God's creatures 
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can be fairly reconciled, with his infinite 
power and gocdnefs,” 


Interefting as this fubject is, and mult be, 
to every thinking being, our beft conceptions 
of it, muft fall far thort of certainty; it ia 
however furely encumbent. on us to adopt 
fuch fentiments (more efpecially when we 
tefolve to broach them to the world) as will 
appear molt worthy infinite power and. in- 
finite goodnels, How far this confidera- 
tion has been regarded in the reveries cited 
in the preceding paragraph, we fubmit to 
our readers; in our own conceptions we 
cannot help faying thofe authors apptar to 
us to have left the argument in a much 
worfle ftate than they found it; and in place 
of a rational epology for their Creator, feem 
the rather tacitly to impeach his power, in 
the frit and greateft of his attributes ; his 
power of creation :—For God is not only 
the creator of angels and men; but creator 
of matter alfo; and could have made thet 
perfect, had he fo willed——Whether God 
could endue created beings with perfection, 
or produce good exclufive of evil, we conceive 
15 not the queftion; (although a doubt of it 
is highly prefumptuous, if not impious) but 
the quzre is whether God could create a 
race of beings, endued with the powers of 

abjolite 
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abfolute free agency ;—on the certainty of 
which pofitien, the pothbility, of im in 
created beings abfolutely, and necellarily 
depends. 


How much more rational and fublime the 
text of Bramab, which fuppofes the Deity’s 
voluntary creation, or permilhon of evil; 
for the exaltation of a race of beings, whole 
goodne/s 2: free agents could not have ¢x~- 
ifted without being endued with the con- 
traited, or oppolite powers of deing epi. 


SECT. 
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SECT. If 


«<The Lapfe of Part of the Angelic Bands. 


“From the creation of the Dedrah 
“ Logue, joy and harmony encompafied 
“the throne of the eternal ear, for 
“the fpace of Hazear par Hazaar 
°° Munnuntur * ; and would have con- 
* tinued tothe end of time, had not envy 
“and jealoufy took poffeffion of Mojfa 
*f foor, and other leaders of the angelic 
“ bands ; amongft whom was Rhaadon, 
“the next in dignity to Moifafoor ;— 
“they, unmindful of the blefling of 
“ their creation, and the duties enjoined 
** them, reject the powers of perfection, 
“which the eternal one had gracioufly 
* beitowed upon them, exerted thcir 
** powers of umperfedion, and did evil 
“ in the fight of the eternal one.--They 
“withheld their obedience from him, 
“‘and denied fubmiifion to his orce- 


* A phrafe often made ufe af in the Sha/fab ta ex~ 
preis inhnite cxtenfion or duration cf time; the word 
Mfvcnunter in it's abfolute and literal fenfe will be fub- 
fequently explained ; the word Hszrar, \nterally fig~ 
mics a thouland; Hawear par Haxear, thoufands 
upon thoulands. 


© perent, 
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« gerent, and his coadjutors, Br/noa, 
stand Sie, and jaid to themfelves— 
“¢ We will rule !—And fearleis of the 
‘< omnipotence, and anger of their Crea- 
tor, they ipread their evil imagina- 
* tions amongit the angelic hoft, de- 
«: ceived them, and drew a large portion 
« of them from their allegiance. —And 
« there was a feparation from the throne 
« ofthe eternalan s.—Sorrow feized the 
« faithful angelic {pirits, and anguith 
«was now firlt known in heaven.” 


SECT. 
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ok GT, JV. 
« The Punifoment of the Delinquent Debtab. 


_“ The eternal onze, whofe omnifcience, 
* prefcience and influence, extended to 
‘all things, except the actions of 
“beings, which he had created free ; 
“ beheld with grief and anger, the de- 
“fection of Moerfafier, Rbaabon, and 
* the other angelic leaders and {pirits.— 
*¢ Merciful in his wrath, he fent Byr- 
“ mab, Biflnoo and Sreh, to admonith 
* them of their crime, and to perfwade 
“them to return to their duty;— 
‘but they exulting in the imagination 
‘‘ of their independence, continued in 
“ difobedience.—T he eternal one then 
“ commanded Sred *, to go armed with 
‘* his omnipotence, to drive them from 
“the Mabab Surge +, and plunge 
‘them into the Onderah +, there 


* Why Sid was fent on this command has been 
already explained in our introduction. 

+ Supreme heaven, litterally shy great rmunence, from 
Moatab, great; and Surg, dich; eminent in a local 
fenfe, the firmament being commonly diftinguifhed, 
by the Gentess, by the name of Surge. 

t Onder, dark; Grierab, intenfe darknefi. 

‘*¢ doomed 


1 
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e« doomedto fuftet uncealing forrews, for 
«© Hazaar par Hazaar Muanntnturs * © 


# In this place the expreffion (which we have ¢x- 
plained ina preceding note} means ever lasing. 


REMARKS. 


ey? HAT there was 4 defetion or rebel- 
lion in heaven, the records of antiquity, 
facred and prophane, bear allufive teltimooy 
of ;x—-we will not aver, that this opinion 
took its rife from the doctrines of the Bra- 
mins, though it is mott probable it did ; be 
this as it may, we cannot help concluding, 
shat the conceptions conveyed by the Sha/- 
fa, of this extraordinary event, are more 
confiftent with, and do greater honor to the 
dignity of an omnipotent Being, than thote 
handed down to us in fables of the Sages, 
Poets and Philofophers of Egypt, Greece and 
Rome——From thele our Milton copied, 
with extravagance of genius and invention.— 
They all, without exception, unworthily im- 
peach God's omnipotence by the powers of 
contention given to the apoftate angels, to 
oppofe their Creator in artns and battle; and 
although facred writ +f feems to countenance 
this warfare in heaven, i can only allude 
to the act of expulfion of the delinquents, 
as any other interpretation would Icflen om- 

nipotence. 
+ Revelations, chap. xii. Vere 7 
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The Séafab opens this fection by denying 
the prefcience of God touching the ations 
of free agents; the Bramins defend this 
dogma by alleging, his preicience in this 
cafe, is utterly repugnant and contradictory 
to the very nature and effence of free agency, 
which on fuch terms could not have exifted. 


SEC T. 
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« The Mitigation of the Punt{oment of the 
“« delinquent Deébtah, and thetr jinal jen- 


et Fence. 


«¢ The rebellious Deétab etoaned under 
«the difpleafure of their Creator In 
«othe Onderab, for the {pace of one 
« Manmmtur; daring which period, 
 Birmab, Bijinoo and Sieb, and the 
«« reft of the faithful Deérab, never 
«: ceafed imploring the eternal one, for 
“their pardon and reitoration. 
« ‘The eternal one, by their interceflion 
‘at length relented,—and although he 
could not forefee the effect of his 
“mercy on the future conduct of the 
« delinquents: yet unwilling to relin- 
« quith the hopes of their repentance, 
« he declared his will. That they 
« fhould be releafed from thz Onderab, 
« and be placed in fuch a fkate of 
“ pryal and probation, that they ‘hall 
«fill have power, to work out their 
*¢ own falvation. The eternal one then 
* promulged his gracions intentions, 
and delegating the power and govern- 
« mentof the Mabah Surgo, to Birmah; 

“he 
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“ he retired into £zm/ei/, and became in- 
‘¢ vilible to all the angelic hott, for the 
“{pace of five thoufand years-———-At 
“the end af this period he manifetied 
* himiclf again, refumed the throne of 
** light, andappeared in his elory.— And 
“ the taithfol angelic bands, celebrated 
“his return in tongs of gladueis, 


« When.all was hufhed !—the eter- 
" nal one laid, Jet the Dunneahowdah * of 
“ the fifteen Baboons ++ of purgation and 
* purification appear, for the refidence 
* of the rebellious Deétab.— And it 
*‘ inflantly appeared. 


And the eternal one faid, let Bif- 
“* noo {, armed with my power, defcend 
'' to the newcreation of the Dunneahcu- 
“ dab, and releafe the rebellious Deérah 
‘from the Onderaé, and place them 
** in the lowelt of the fifteen Bodeonr. 


** Bifinco ttood before the throne and 
** faid, Eternal one, I have done as 
‘“ thou halt commanded, And all 


* Decasab, or dunnea, the world, Denicaboudal, 
the wertas, or the wurwerje. 

t Babocns, revisns or planets. 

t Why &//fros was fent on this fervice we have al- 
fealy explained in our introduction. 


t¢ the 


( 49 ) 
t¢ the faithful angelic hoft, flaod with 
‘© aftonifhment, and beheld the won- 
« ders, and {plendcr of the few creation 
* of the Dunneaboudad. 


st And the Eternal one fpake again 
«onto Biffroo and faid—T will form 
“«Jadres for each of the delinquent 
«¢ Debtab, which thall fer a ipace be 
«their prifom and habitation; in the 
*¢ confines of which, they hall be fub- 
** ject to natural evils, in proportion 
«© to the degree of their-original guilt.— 
« Do thou go, and command them to 
“hold themfelves prepared to enter 
«therein, and they fhall obsy thee. 


* And Bijineo flood again before the 
throne, and bowed and faid, Eternal 
« ONE, e commands are fulfilled.— 
«s And the faithful angelic hoit, flood 
- *¢ again aftonifhed, at the wonders 
“« they heard, and (ung forth the praife 

*© and mercy of the Eternal one, 


« When all was hufhed ! the Eternal 

“ owe faid again unto Bi/fnce, The bodies 

“ which [ will prepare for the recep- 
‘‘ tion of the rebellious Dedrab, thall 
*¢ be fubje&t to change, decay, death, 
Part Il, E and 
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‘and renewal, from the principles 
« wherewith 1 fhall form them; and 
* throtgh thefe mortal bodies, fhall the 
«¢ delinquent Debtab undergo alternately 
* eighty feven changes, or ¢ranfmigra- 
«trons; fabjeét more or lefs, to the 
«confequences of natural and moral 
« evil, in a jut proportion to the de- 
«<orce gf their original guilt, and as 
‘¢ their actions through thofe fucceffive 
« forms, thal! correfpond with the li- 
« mited powers which I fhall annex 
to each;—and this fhall be their 
“ flate of punifbment and purgation. 


« And it fhall be,—That when the 
rebellious Dediab fhall have accom- 
« plifhed and paffed through the eighty 
«: feyentranfmigrations—they fhallfrom 
“ my abundant favor, animate a new 
«form, and thou Bijffin@® thalt call it 


« Gory *. 


c¢ And it thall be,—That when the 

« mortal body of the Gey fhall by a 
‘“« natural decay, become inanimate, the 

« © delinquent Debtab fhall, from my 
*‘ more abundant favor, animate the 


® Ghey, the cow; Ghoizal, cows; Goiyalbarry, 2 
eow-houle. 
« form 
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« form of Muurnp *,—and in this form 
© J will enlarge their intellectual powers, 
*evenas When | firlt created them frees 

*« and in this form fhall be their chief 4 
“ ftate of their trial and probation. 


«<The Ger fhall be by the delin- | 

«quent Debteb, deemed facred and * 
*< holy, for it fhall yield them a new 
‘© and more delectable food, and eafe 
** them of part of the Jabor, to which 
“© have doomed them,.—And they 
*¢ fhall not eat of the Gioj, nor of the 
*fiefh of any of the mortal bodies, 
*© which | fhall prepare for their habita- 
‘* tion, whether it creepeth on Murts, or 
*<i{witimeth in Fioale +-, of fiyeth in 
* Ouffmagn 1, for their food thall be 
“* the melk of the Gézij, and the fruits 
“of Murte. 


* The mortal forms wherewith I 
“« (hall encompais the delinquent Ded- 
«fab are the work of my hand, they 
*“‘ thall not be deftroyed, but left to 
‘« their natural decay; therefore which 


'€foever of the Dedtah, thal by. des ° 


* Mourd, the common natne of man, from farta, 
matter, or earths 


+ Fbeale, water, Buid. + The air, 
E 2 *« figned 
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*¢ figned violence bring about the dif- 
«“folution of the mortal forms, ani- 
«mated by their delinquent brethren, 

“ —Thou Sieb, fhalt plunge the of- 
* fending i{pirit into the Onderab, for 
“a fpace, and he fhall be foomed to 
‘nafs again the eighty-nine tranimi- 
‘* erations, whatfoever tage he may 
- be arrived to, at the time of fuch 
‘¢his offence. —But whofoever of the 
“ delinquent Dedtab, thall dare to free 
** dimfelf byeviolence, from the mortal 
* form, wherewith J fhall melofe him, 

“Thou Sid fhalt plunge him into 
“‘the Onderah for ever. He thall 
“‘not again have the benefit of the 
* fifteen Bodoons of purgation, proba- 
“tion, and purifitation, 


“ And | will diftingurth by tribes and 
«« kinds, the mortal bodies which I have 
* deftined for the punithment. of the 
“ delinquent Dedtaé, and to thefe bodies 
* 1 will give different forms, qualities 
* and faculties, and they fhall ware and 
“propagate each other im their tribe 
“and kind, according to a natural 
“impulle which I will implant in 
“them; and Se this natural union, 
“there fhall proceed a fucceffion of 

** forms 3 
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«© forms; each in his kind and tribe, 
‘¢ that the progréffive tran{migrations of 
«¢ the delinquent {pirits, may not ceafe, 


«¢ But whofoever of the delinquent 
« Debtab thall unrte with any form out 
«of his own tribe and kind; thou 
«¢ Sieé thale plunge the offending {pirit 
‘into the Onderab, for a fpace, and 
‘he thall be doomed to pafs through 
‘the eighty-nine tran{migrations, at 
« whatfoever {tage he may be arrived, 
*’at the time be committed fuch of- 
** fence. 


«And if any of the delinquent 
‘¢ Debtab fhail (contrary to the natural 
* impulfe which I fhall implant in the 
«¢ forms which they thall animate) dare 
‘to wmte in fach. unnatural wife, as ° 
“may froftrate the increafe of his 
*€ tribe and kind: thou Sve thale plunge 
“them into the Onderad for ever.— 
«© And they thall not again be entitled 
* to the benefit of the fifteen Aodhsars 
“of purgation, probation and purifi- 
“ cation. 


« The delinquent and unhappy Ded- 
* tab, fhall yet have it in their power, 
E 3 “to 
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“to leflen and foften their pains and 
** punifhment, by the {weet intercouric 
* of focial compacts ; and if they love 
“and cherith one another, and do mu- 
“ tual good offices, and affift-and en- 
“ courage each other in the work of 
“ repentance for their crime of difobe- 
“dience: J will ftrengthen = their 
*‘ good intentions, and. they thall find 
** favor, But if they perfecute one 
* another, 1 will comfort the perfecuted, 
*‘ and the perfecutors thall never enter 
‘the ninth Bobeon, even the jr Bo- 


© hoon of purification, 


*© Andit thali be,—Thatif the Deh. 
“ta benefit themielves of my.-favor 
“an their cighty-ninth tranimigration 
‘tof Mburd, by repentance and good 
“works, thou .Bifivee fhalt receive 
** them into thy Bofom and convey them 
“‘ta the lecond Bebvon of punithment 
“and purgation, and in this wile dhale 
*« thou do, until they have pailed pro- 
* grefively the eight Bodeons of punith- 
** Ment, purgation, and probation, when 
“ their punifhment fhall ceafe, and thou 
 fhalt convey them to the ninth ; even 
* the firlt Bodoon of purification. 

* Bat 
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«¢ But it fhall be,—That if the re- 
* bellious Deét2h, do not benefit of 
«my favor in the eighty-ninth tranf- 
“ migration of Mburd, according to 
“the powers, wherewith I will invett 
« them ;—Thovw Sieé, fhalt returnthem 
‘for a {pace into the Onderad, and 
‘from thence after a time which I 
“‘ fhall appoint, Br/fnoo fhall replace 
* them in the lowelt Bobosr of punith- 
‘« ment and purgation for a fecond 
“ trial ;—and in this wife fhall they 
*< fuffer, until by their repentance and 
“ perfeverance in good works, duriag 
** their eighty-ninth mortal tranimigra- 
tion of Méurd, they thall attain the 
“ ninth Bobsen, even the firlt of the 
* feven Boboons of purification. —For it 
«© is decreed that the rebellious Debtzh 
“ fhall not enter the Mehah Surzo, 
‘* nor behold my face, until they have 
“ pafled the eight Botosns of punith- 
“ment, and the feven Boboons of pu- 
‘s rification, 


‘© When the angelic faithful hoff, - 
«« heard all that the Eternal one had 
« fpoken, and decreed, concerning the 
* rebellious Dedtab; they fang forth 
** his praife, his power, and juttice. 

E 4 “* When 
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“* When all was huthed | the Eternal 
“one faid to the angelic hoft, I will 
“extend my grace to-the rebellious 
“ Debfah, for a certain {pace, which J 
** will divide into four Yagwves #.—In the 
“ Grit of the four Fozues, I will, that 
*‘ the term of their probation in the 
* eighty. ointh tranimigration of Mburd, 
“‘fhall extend to 100,000 years—in 
“the fecond of the four Jegues, their 
“term of their probation in Méurd, 
** fhall be abridged to 19,000 years— 
in the third of the four ‘fogues, it 
“* fhall be yet abridged to 100 years 
““—and in the fourth Yagwe to one 
‘roo years only.—And the angelic 
“ hoit, celebrated in fhouts of joy, the 
mercy and forbearance of God. 


«© When all was hufhed! the Eter- 

* nalowe faid, It thall be, —That when 
“the Jpace of time, which I have 
** decreed for the duration of the Dun 
“ neaboudab, and the {pace which my 
*; mercy has allotted for the probation 
“of the fallen Dedtab, fhall be ace 
* compli(bed, by the revolutions of the 
‘four “fogwes,—in that day, thould 
* there be any of them who remaining 

* ‘Jogurt, ages, precife periods of time. 

‘ “* reptobate, 
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** reprobate, have not pafied the eighth 
 Boboon of punifhment and probation, 


“‘ and have not entered the ninth Boe- . 


‘¢ boon, even. the irk Bobeon of purif- 
* cation;—thou dred fhalt, armed with 
‘* my power, caft them into the Onde- 
* rah for ever. —And thou fhakt then 
“ deftroy the eight.Aedoons of punifh- 
* ment, purgation and probation, and 
‘they thall be no more.—And thou 
** Biffzoo fhalt yet for a {pace preferve 
“the feven Boboons of purification, 
« until the Deétah; who have benefited 
of my grace and mercy, have by thee 
“been purifed from their fin: — 
‘‘and in the day when that fhall be 
** accomplifhed, and they are reftored 
«to their fate, and admitted to my 
* prefence,—thou ied fhalt then de- 
“ ftroy the feven Bodcons of purification, 
* and they thall be no more, 


“ And the angelic faithfy] poft trem- 
bled at the power, and words of 
* the Eternal one, 

* The Eternal one, fpoke again and 
* faid.—I have not withheld my mercy 
“from JMotfafoer, Rbaboon, and the 
“ reit of the leaders of the rebellious 
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“ Debtab ;——but as they thirfted for 
* power, I will enlarge their powers of 
« evil;———they hall have ‘liberty to 
“pervade, and enter into the eighe 
“* Boboons of purgation and probation, 
“and the delinquent Drérah, thall be 
“expofed and open to the fame temp- 
“* tations, that firft inftigated their re- 
“volt: but the exertion of thofe en- 
“‘targed powers, which I will give to 
* the rebellious leaders, fhall be fo them, 
“the fource of aggravated guilt, and 
* punifhment; and the refiftance made 
“ to their temptations, by the perverted 
“ Debtab; thall be to me the grear 


+ thugs proof, of the fincerity of their forrow 


and repentance. 


“The Eternal one ceafed.— And 
the faithful hoft thouted forth fongs 
“ of praife and adoration, mixed with 
““cre;, afd lamentation for the fate 
‘of their lapfed brethrea.———They 
“* communed amongft themfelves, and 
“with one voice by the mouth of 
* Bifinoo, befought the Eternal one, that 
“they might have permiffion ‘to de- 
“fcend oceafionally to the ight Be- 
“goons of punifhment, and purgation, 
_/* to affume the form of Méurd, and 
* by 
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“by their prefence, council and ex- 
‘© ample, guard the unhappy and per- 
“ verted. Deptab, againit the further 
“temptatiogs of Morfafoor, and the 
“* rebellious leaders.— The Eternal ong 
*aflented, and the faithful heavenly 
‘** bands, fhouted their fongs of glad- 
* nes and thank{viving. 


When all was hufhed! the Eter- 
* nal one (pakeagainand faid,--Dothou 
4 Girmab,. arrayed in my glory, and 
“armed with my power, tefcend to 
the lowelt Bodeon vi punithment and 
“¢ purgation, and make known to the 
* rebellious Debtah, the words that I 
* have uttered, and the decrees which 
** I have pronounced againit chem, and 
** fee they enter into the bodies, which 
* T have prepared for them. 


‘And Birmab flood before the 
** throne, and faid, Eternal one I have 
*‘ done as thou halt commanded.— 
* The delinquent Dedtab rejoice in 
“ thy mercy, confefs the juftice of thy 
** decrees, avow their forrow and re- 
* pentance, and have entered into the 
* mortal bodies which thou haft pre~ 
'* pared for them,” 
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‘Ty # E foregoing is almpft a litteral tranf- 
“  fatton from the Charrah Bhads of Bra- 
mah; as we defpaired of reaching the fub- 
lime ftile and dittion of the original ;—~it 
will not we hope be difpleafing to our rea- 
der, if we affilt his memory and recollec. 
tion by a recapitulation of rhe ground work 
of thefe doctrines, prefented to him in one 
connected view; the more efpecially, as we 
thall alfo be thereby the betrer "enabled to 
form our neceffary explanatory remarks, 


We have feen that the original divine in- 
ftitutes of Brameb are fimple ard fublime, 
comprehending the whole compaf$ of all 
that is; God, Angels, the vifiblé and’ invi- 
fible worlds; man and beaits; and i com- 
prized under the fellowing articles of the 
Gentoo creed. To wit 


** That there is one God, eternal, omni- 
fic, omnipotent; and omnifcient, in all things 
excepting a prejcience of the future ations 
ob free agents— That God fron ah impalfe of 
divine love and goodnefs, fir created THREE 
angelic perions to whom he gave precedence, 
though not in equal depree——That he 

after wards 
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afterwards from the fame impulfe created 
an angelic hoft, whom he placed in fub- 
jection to Birmab his firit created, and to 
Bijinse and Sieb, as coadyators to Birmab.— 
Thee God created them all free, and intended 
they fhould all, be partakers of his glory and 
beatitude, on the eafy conditions of their 
acknowledging him their Creator, aod paying 
obedience to him, and to,the three primary, 
created perionages, whom he had. put over 
them.—Tha?, in procels of time, a large por-. 
tion of the angelic hoft at the iniligation 
of Moifzjoor and others of theic chief, lea- 
ders,, rebelled and denyed the iupremacy. of 
their Creator, and refufed obedience to his 
commands. That in confequence the rebels, 
were excluded heaven, and the tight of thei 
Creator, and doomed to. languith fer ever in 
forrow and derknefi. That, after a, time, 
by the interceftion of the three pmmary, 
and the reft of the fagthful angelic beings, 
God relented, and placed the delinquents in 
a more fufierable @tate of punifhment and 
probation, with powers to gain their loft 
happy fituation.—Téar for that purpofe a 
new creation of the vilible and invifible 
worlds in(tantaneoufly took place, deltined 
for the delinquents.—Téar the new creation 
conlilted of hftecn regions, feven below, 
and deven above this terriqucous globe, and 
that 
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that this globe and the feven regions below 
it are ftages of punifhment and purgation, 
and the feven above flages of purification, 
and confequently that this globe is the ei ghth, 
Jaft and chief ftage of punifhment, purgation 
and trial.— Tat mortal bodies were prepared 
by God, for the rebel angels, sn which they 
were for a, {pace to be imprifoned, and fub- 
ject to natural and moral evils, more or Jef 
painful in proportion to their original guilt, 
and through wbich they were doomed to 
tranimigrate under cighty-nine different 
forms, the laft into that of wan, when the 
powers of the animating rebel {pirits, are 
fuppoled to be enlarged equal to the ftate 
of their firft creation.—Thet under this form 
God refts his chief expectations of their 
repentance and reftoration, and if they fail, 
and continue reprobate under this form, they 
are returned to the lowelt region, and fen. 
tenced to go through the fame courfe of pu- 
nifhment, until they reach the ninth region, 
or firft (tage of purificatioff, where although 
they ceafe from punifhment, and gain re- 
miffion and forgivenefs of their guilt of 
rebellion; yet, they are not permitted to 
enter heaven, nor behold their €reator, be- 
fore they have paffed the feven regions of 
purification.—— That the rebel-leaders' had 
power given them by God, to enter the 

4 eight 
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eight regions of punifhment and probation, 
and that the faithful angelic fpirits, had per-_ 
miffion occafionally to defcend to thofe re- 
gions, to guard the delinquents againit the 
future attempts of their leaders,— And that, 
confequently, the fouls, or {pirits which ani-~ 
mate every mortal form, are delinquent 
angels in a itate of punihment, for a lapfe 
from innocence, in a pre-exi/flent Tate.” 


We will prefume to fay, that the difference 
between the doctrines hitherto imputed, to 
thefe ancient people, when compared with 
the original tenets of the Charteb Bhade, 
will now appear fo obvious to the learned 
and curious reader, that a farther difcufizon 
of this point, is we conceive necdlefs, and 
would in truth be a tacit reflection upon his 
underftanding. —— Yet were far from con- 
demning the authors, who have treated on 
this fubject ; they took their information from 
the beft lights they had ;—it ts only to be 
regretted, that in place of drinking at ‘the’ 
fountain head, they have fwallowed the 
muddy ftreams which flowed from the Cha- 
taband Aughterrah Bhades —The author on 
his departdre from Bengal in the year 1750, 
imagined himfelf well informed in the Gen- 
foo religion, his knowledge had been ace 
quired by converfations with the Bramins 

of 
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of thofe Bhades who were near, as little age 
quainted with the Charteah Bhad> of Bre 
mab, as he was himfelf, and he bad then 
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions on 
the public, had not a different neceflary ap- 
plication of his time luckily prevented him, 


When we perufe fome portions of Milton's 
account of the rebellion and expulfion of the 
angels, we are almoft led to imagine, on 
comparifon, that Brawah and he were beth 
inttructed by the fame ipirit; had not the 
foaring, ungovernable, inventive genius of 
the latter, infligated him to ijlultrate his 
poem with fcenes too grofs and ludicrous, 
as well as manifeltly repugnant to, and in- 
confiftent with, fentiments we ought to en- 
‘tertain of an omnipotent Being (as before 
remarked) in which we rather tear he was 
inipired by one of thefe malignant {pirits 
(alluded to in the Shaffab and elfewhere). 
who have from their original defection, been 
the declared enemies of God and Man.—~ 
For however weare aftonithed and admire the 
dublimity of Miiton’s genius, we can hardly 
fometimes avoid concluding his conceits true 
ly diabolical—But this by the by.— 


Our readers are now poliefied for the firlt 
time of a faithful aécount of the Metemp- 
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Jychofis of the Bramins—commonly called 
the tranimigration of fouls, a term hitherto 
we believe little underftood, that this doc- 
trine was originally peculiar to the Gentoos, 
will not admit of doubt, although in alter 
times it was embraced by the Ex yptian Magi, 
and by fome fects amongft the Chineje and 
Tertars.——P ythagoras, who favored this 
doctrine, and was a convert to it, labored 
to intraduce it amongft his country-men the 
Greeks, but failed in the attempt. He fuc- 
ceeded better with then, in the theogony, cof- 
mogony and mythology of the Bramins 
Jlughterrah Bhade Shajiab, althou ch thefe 
conitituted no part of the original theology 
ot Bramab, 


As we have referved a part expreily for a 
diflertation on the doctrine of the Metenp- 
Aychofis, we will avoid farther mention of it 
here; but as the Bramrns of the Chatah and 
Augitorrah Bhades, inculcate and teach many 
corollary branches of dodtrine which {pring 
from this root, it js neceflary that we recite 
a few of the moft eftablifhed ones, 


“ When the delinquent Dettab, by the 
mediation of Birmab, Biflros and Moaifsor, 
and the faithfal angelic holt, were releafed 
from the Onderab; all, except Mor /a/Sor, 
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Rheabon, and the reft of the rebel leaders, 
were fo ftruck with the goodnefs and mercy 
of the Eternal one, that they perfevered in a 
pious refignation and true penitence, during 
the firft of the four Fogwes, and multitudes 
afcended, and paffed through the fifteen 
Boboons, and regained their forfeited eitate. 
—This period of time is called in the Shaf- 
tab the Suttee Foruc, when the term ot the 
fpirits probation tn Mburd, was extended 
to one hundred thouland years. 


« In the fecond of the four Fogues, Motfafoor 
and the rebel Jeaders fo effectually exerted 
their influence over the delinquent Dedrad, 
that they foon began to forget their crime 
and difregard their punifhment in the Onde- 
rab; they rejected the councils and examples 
of the guardian Debtab, and flood a fecond 
time in defiance of their Creator ; and Moifa- 
poor drew over one third of the retnaining 
unpurified {piits. This period is. diftin- 
guifthed in the Shafab, by the name of the 
Tirtab ‘fogue, which the Eternal one 
retrenched the term of the {pirits probation 
in Mburd, to ten thoufand years. In this 
Yeoue however, many perfevered in good- 
nefs, afcended through the fifteen Boboons, 
god regained the Mabab Surgo. 
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* Inthe third of the four Fogues, Mai fafior’s 
influence increafed, and he drew over half 
of the remaining unpurified fpirits, in eack 
of the eight Redsons of punifhment and pro- 
bation. This period is called in the Shaflab, 
the Duapaar, or Dwapaar ‘Jogue, in which 
the term of probation in Moburd, was re- 
duced to one thoufand years; yet in this 
Jogue there were many who afcended and 
regained the Mabab Surgo. 


“In the fourth Fore, Moifafsor acquired 
a5 full poffeffion of the hearts of the rem aining 
delinquent Dedtab as when they firft rofe 
in rebellion with him, with very few ex- 
ceptions ; this period in rhe Shajlab is called 
the Kolee Yarue, in which the term of pro- 
bation in Méurd is limited to one hundred 
years only.— Yet even this Jogue affords fome 
inftances of the delinquent (pirits furmount- 
ing the eight lower Bodcons, by penitence 
and good works ; notwithitanding the un- 
wearied diligence of Miifefoor, Rhaaboon, and 
the reit of the rebellions leaders, and detin. 
quent Debiah, who had a fecond time fallen 
under his influence,” 


The four Jogues ofapes having been fo 
frequently mentioned in the lait paragraphe, 
we cannot do better than explain their mean- 
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ing here, as fuch explanation would prove 
too long for a note, it may be remembered, 
they are called the Suttee fogue, the Tirtab 
‘Jogue, the Dupaer “fague, and the Kelve 
‘Fogue ; we will {peak to each in their order. 


The Sutter “forne, or the firit age, literally 
the age of truth, figuratively the age of 
goodnels ;—in this age Endeer is fabled to be 
born, according to the Aughtorral Bhade ; 
and appointed King ofthe Univerfe—the word 
Endeer Anterally fignifies good, and is in 
that Séafab oppofed to Met/fafer or evil, 
and the various battles {aid to be fought be- 
tween this rebel angel and Endcer, and their 
defcendants in every “fogwe, allegorically ex- 
hibit the conflicts and progrels of gosd and 
evi/ in the univerfe; Enydeer’s beinp ap- 
pointed univerfal Monarch in the Surtes 
‘Jozue, alludes to the ftate of the delin- 
quent Drétab in this age, upon their emer- 
ging from the Onderab, when the impref- 
ion of God's mércy acted fo powerfully on 
their hearts, as to preferve them in penitence 
and purity, daring this age, notwithitanding 
the utmoit efforts of Moifafoor (or evil) and 
his adherents, to engage them in a fecond 
defection—From the word Swtfee (truth) 
the word Sanfab in Bengals, and Sutch, in 
the Moors are derived,—any one acquainted 
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in the leait degree with thofe tonenes, knows 
that the phrafe Sanfah Ketai, in the one, 
and Sutch Ehaat, in the other, is commonly — 
ufed to aflert the verity of any thing ad- 
vanced, and fimply fienifies, words of trib. 


The Tirtah ‘fogue, or fecond age. By 
the term prefixed to this age, the order of 
the “fegues thould feem inverted, as the word 
in its dimple conitruction fignifies farrd.— 
The words, teen, farah, tife, tree, and tetrefé, 
which exprefs the numbers three, thirteen, 
twenty-three, thirty and thirty-three, are all 
derivatives from the Sanjcrit, Tirzab, or 
Tirtea, as it is fometimes wrote, and means 
the third, but oftener the ¢hird part, as in 
the preient inftance, where the term Tirta 
‘Jogue piven to the fecond age, is allufive to 
the fecond defeGion of one third of the re- 
maining unpurified delinquent fpirits, from 
that penitence and purity which governed 
them in the Su¢tee ‘fogwe. —In thisage Rhaam 
is fabled to be born for the protection of the 
delinquent Deda, againft the fares and 
attempt of /dosfafocr and his adherents. — 
The word Ream in the Sanjferit, literally 
fisnifies protector, but in many parts of the 
Mughtorrah Bhade this perfonage is men- 
tioned in a more extended fenie, as the pro~ 
tector of kingdoms, ftates and property.— 
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Riaam ! Rbaam! is wfed as a pious faluta- 

tion, between two Geateas when they meet 

in the morning, thereby recommending each 
other's perfon and property to the protection 

of this Demi-god. 


The Duapaar Yogue, or third age-—This 
term prefixed to the third age, alludes to 
the fecond defection from penitence and 
goodnels of one balf of the remaining unpus 
rifed Dréiab—dua, or dwa fimply fignities, 
two, or the fecond, but here by the addition 
of paar, it means the belf; thus dwapaar 
deen, expreiles half the day, and dwapaar 
rbaat half the night,—that is if the phrafe 
ilues from the mouth of a polite Gentoo— 
but the vulgar would fay adeb deen and adah 
rbaat, adab being the common Bengal word 
for half—In the beginning of this Sorue 
the dughtorrah Bbade fixes the birth of Kift 
fen Taghoor —The word difem inthe San- 
Jerit fignifies a feourge, and this being is 
in that Bbud frequently diftinguithed as the 
fcourge of tyrants and tyranny.—Tagoor lie 
terally means revered, refpected, and is a comy 
mon appellation given to Bramins. 


_ The Kolee Yogue, or the fourth and pre- 

{ent age.—Kalee in the Sanfertt figniftes cor- 

ruption, pollution, impurity, confequently 
. Keke 


(9713 

Kolee fogue means the age of pollution.— 
In this age (fay the Bramins) children fhall 
bear falie witnels againtt their parents, and 
before the expiration of it—the flature of 
the Mburd by the wickednets of the rebel- 
ious Debtab that animates it, {hall be fo re- 
duced, thar he will not be abie to pluck a 
Bygon { berengelab *) without the help of a 
hooked ftick.—We have ofien, whilit at the 
head of the judicial court of Cutcherry at 
Colcutta, heard the moft atrocious murders 
and crimes confelled, and an extenuation of 
them attempted, by pleading, i¢ was the 
Kole fogue.—How fat the poctical conceits 
of Quid, and others, touching the golden, 
&c. ages, have been framed from Bramab’s 
four Fogucs, we leave to the inveftigation of 
the curious. 


It is an eftablifhed dottrine of the fugh- 
torrab Bhade, that the three primary created 
perfonages, 38 well as the reft of the hea- 
venly angelic faithfol {pirits, have from time 
ro time according to the permiflion given 
them by God, deicended to the eight Le- 
boars of punifhment, and have voluntarily 
fubjected themielves to the feelings of na- 
tural and moral evil, for the fake of theic 
brethren, the delinquent Debtab. And to 
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this end, have undergone the eighty-nine 
tran{migrations * ; and that it is thofe bene- 
volent {pirits, who have at different times 
appeared on this earthly region, under the 
mortal forms and names of Ender, Rra- 
mah, Joggernaut, Kiffen Tagoor, Rhaam, 
Luccon, Katkee, (or Kalle} Surfuttee, Gun- 
nis, Kartic, &c.—That have oppofed and 
fought againit Ma:fafosr, Rhaadon, and their 
iniquitous adherents and have proved 
themfelves under the various charadlers of 
Kings, Generals, Philofophers, Lawsgivers 
and Prophets, fhining examples to the de- 
iinquent Deétad, of ftupendous courage, for- 
titude, purity and plety.—That their vilira- 
tions were frequent during the Tirta, and 
Duepacr Fegues, but rare fince the com- 
mencement of the Kole Yorue, becaufe in 
this age the delinquent Dedrad in general are 
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in 
their wickednefs beyond the power of coun- 
cilor example; fo that they are in a manner 
left, and gigen up to their ow powers, and 
abandoned to the full influence of Mat- 
fafoor. But that there are ftill in every 


* Hence the Grates: dread of killing even by acci- 
dent any thing that has life, as therchy they may not 
only difpoflefs the fpirits of their allied Mitab, but 
allo, thofe of the celeftial Dettab, who are working 
for their redemption, 
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peried of ime fome few inftances of the de- 
linquents exertion of their owa powers for 
their falvation, and that when this is mani- 
feltto God, he permits the celeftial Detrah 
invilibly to aid, confirm, and fupport them, 


Although the Stafab of Bramab denies 
the prefcience of God refpecting the actions 
of free-agents, yet the Bramins maintain 
that his knowledge extends to the thoughts of 
every created being, and that the moment a 
thought is conceived by the foul or {pirit, it 
is fympathetically conveyed to God.—It is 
upon this principle that the adorations, pray- 
ers, petitions and thankiivings, which the 

entoos prefer tothe Deity hirfelf are offered 
in folemn filence; but it is not fo with regard 
to the invocations and worfhip, inftituted by 
the 4ughterrah Bhade to be paid to the fub- 
ordinate celeftial beings, for thefe are ad- 
dreffed in loud prayer, joined to the clang 
of vacious mulical inftruments. 


We have already flightly touched on the 
religious veneration paid to the Géory in a 
particular diftrict of Bengall, although it is 
beyond doubt, that their devotion to this ani- 
mal was univerfal throughout Jndeffan in 
former times—The original fource of this 
regard, was of a two fold nature, as a reli- 
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gious and politica! inititution: firft, in a reli- 
gious fenfe; as holding inthe rotation of the 
Merempfychofis, the rank immediately pre- 
ceding the human form; this conception is 
the true caule of that devout, and fometimes 
cothulis(tie veneration paid to this animated 
form, for the Rramrns inculcate that when 
the Gdozj fuffers death by accident or vio- 
lence, or through the nepleét of the owner, : 
it is a token of God's wrath againft the 
wickedne!s of the fpirit of the proprietor, 
who from thence 1s warned that at the diffo- 
lution of his human form, he will not be 
deemed worthy of entering the firit Bedeon of 
purification, but be again condemnedto return 
to the loweft region of punifhment: hence 
it is, that not only mourning and lamenta- 
tion enfue onthe viclent death of either cow 
or call—but the proprietor ts frequently en” 
joincd, and oftener voluntarily undertakes, a 
three years pilerimage in expiation af his 
crime, forlaking his family, friends and re- 
lations, he fubfitts during his pilgrimage on 
charity and alms.—I[t is worthy remark, 
that the penitent thas circumflanced, ever 
meets with the deepeit commiferation, as his 
{tate is deemed truely pitiable; two inflances 
have fallen within our own knowledve where 
the penitents have devoted themfelves tothe 
fervice of God, anda pilgrimage during the 
term of their life, 

sccondly, 


[ ye 

Secondly, the GAaij is venerated by the 
Gentes in a political ienfe, as being the moit 
uleful and neceflary of the whole animal 
creation, to a people forbid feeding on 
ficth, or on any thing that had breathed the 
breath of life; for it not only yielded to 
them deleétable food, but was otherways , 
effentially ferviceable in the cultivation of 
their lands; on which depended their ve- 
getable fubfittence. 


The Gentoss hold that the females of all 
animated forms are, more or lefs, favored of 
God, but more eminently in the form of 
Moiyab in the eighty-ninth tranimigra- 
tion; the word fignifies excelent, and 15 ap- 
plied to the female of Moburd; Rhaan is the 
common name for woman, though it ufually 
means a marricd Afotyah, and the Gentoo 
Princefies have no higher title than Réaaneg, 
The female or Moryah of Mburd, is fup- 
poled to be animated by the moft benign and 
leat culpable of the apoftate angels, and 
that from this form, in every period of 
the four fogues, an infinitely greater number 
af the delinquent {pirits, have entered the 
firtt region of purification, than from the 
form of Mburd. 


The fudden death of infants, the Bramina 
fay, marks the ipirit favored of God,-and 
7 that 


that it is immediately received into the bofom 
of Bifinos, (the preferver) and conveyed to 
the firfl region of purification. The fudden 
death of adults, on the contrary, they pro- 
nounce a mark of God's wrath againft the 
animating {pirit, as it’s term of probation in 
Moburd, is cut thort. The great age of 

* man, when it is accompanied with the en- 
joyments of his faculties and underftanding, 
is pronounced by the Bramins to be the 
greateft blefling God can beftow upon this 
mortal fiate, as thereby the term of the 
ipirits probation is prolonged ; adding thatthe 
limited {pace of one hundred years, decreed 
by God in the preient Kefee Forwe, is full thort 
for the works of repentance and goodnefs, 
and that when the life and underitanding is 
preferved beyond that limited term, it ought 
to be deemed a fignal mark of God's Ipecial 
grace and fayor, 


Longevity, in (what we call) the brute 
creation, is by the Bramins efteemed a mark 
of the great delinquency of the f pirits which 
animate thofe tribes, becaufe they are fo long 
debarred and with-held from their preat and 
chicf flae of probation in Méurd—The 
Gentoos eftimate the greater or lefler delin- 
quency of the spoftate {pirits, by the clafs 
of mortal forms they are doomed to inhabit; 

thus, 
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thus, all voracious and unclean animals are 
fuppofed ta be animated by the moft malig- 
nant {pirits ;—if a hog or dog touch a Gen- 
foo, he is defiled, not from the animal form, 
but from the perfwalien, that the Dedtab 
animating that form, is 2 malignant ({pirit. 
—Every voracious animal, that inhabits the 
earth, air and waters, and men whole lives 
and aétions are publicly and atrocioully 
wicked, come under that clafs of {pirits,— 
On the contrary, thofe {pirits that animate 
the forms which fublift on vegetables, and 
do not prey upon each other, are pronounced 
favored of God. 


The general warfare which is obferved in 
the animal world, whereby the deftruction 
of one fpecies is the neceilary fupport and 
fabfiftence of others, the Bram/ns aflert is 
the lot of punifhment decreed by God for 
the moit guilty of the apottate angels, who 
are thereby made Ars inftruments of punifh- 
ment to each ofber, every of thefe tribes 
being a deftined prey to one another.— T he 
natural enmity which fome clafles of ani- 
mals bear to others, whereby they live in a 
continued ftate of war and contention, when- 
ever they mect, although they do not fub- 
Gf on each other, proceeds they fay from 
the fame caufe; the delinquent Drézab being 

deftined 
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deftined as a punifhment, in tho forms ta 
exercife that propenfity to hatred, envy, and 
animofity, on one another, which they had 
fo impotently dared to exert againit their 
Creator. 


The rotation of animal forms deftined for 
the habitation of the delinquent Dedrah, are 
hot, fay the Bramins, precilcly the fame, on 
repetition of the cighty- nine tran{migrations ; 
but are arbitrary and reits with the will of 
God; but it is their belief that the leaft 
guilty of the Debiah, tranimigrate only 
through thofe forms which by their natore 
are deitined to fubfift on the vegetable crea- 
tion ; and that the three changes immediately 
preceding the rag animating the Gor 
(that is the eig ty-fifth, cighty-fixth, and 
cighty-feventh) are into the molt Innocent 
of the fpecies of dirds, the gea?t and the 
Jeep, the animals moft favored of God, 
next to the Gey and Méurd—From hence 
the rigid Bramins execrate with bitternefs, 
the cruelty of thofé nations, who wickedly 
and wantonly, felect and flaughter the beft 
beloved created forms of Gad, nainely the 
birds, the goat, the fheep, and the cow, 
to fatisfy their unnatural lu@t of appetire, 
in defiance not only to bis exprefs command 
and prohibition, but in oppofiion to the 

natural 
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natural and obvious contruction of the 
mouth and digeftive faculties of Mburd, which 
marks him, deftined with other forms molt 
favored of God, to feed and fubfift on the fraits 
and produce of the earth with the additional 
blefling of the milk of the Géoi;, and of 
other animals—For this degeneracy, they 
account no otherwife, than proully lamenting 
the pitiable itate of Méwrd, fince the com- 
mencement of the Kolee Fogue, adding, that 
by jaft confequence the tranfgreffion carries 
its punifhment along with it, for by this af- 
femblage of unnatural and forbidden food, 
variety of difeafes are entailed, which cut 
fhort the term of probation im Mburd, by 
which the delinquent {pict robs himfelf of 
more than half of that {pace of indulgence 
and trial which bis Creator has gracioully 
beftowed upon him, and which he by a freth 
inftance of his difobedience, ungratefully 
rejects. 


Ovid in his fifteenth book of Metamorpho- 
fis introduces Pythagoras diffuading mankind 
fom killing and feeding on his fellow crea- 
tures, Our readers will excule us, if we tran[- 
cribe fuch parts of bis pathetic arguments, 
as are {tri€tly in point with the fubject of the 
preceding paragraph. 

« He 
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** He firit the tafe of fleth, from tables drove, 
And argued well, if arguments could move, 
O mortals ! from your fellows blood sbitain, 
Nor taint your bodies, with a food prophane ; 
While corn and palie by nature are beftow'd, 
And planted orchards bend their willing load ; 
While labor’d gardens wholefome herbs produce, 
And teeming vines, afford their gen'rous juice ; 
Wor tardier fruits of cruder kind are Joit, 
Burt tam’d by fire or mellow'd by the froft ; 
While kine to pails, diftended udders bring, 
And bees their honey, redolent of {pring ; 
While carth, not only can your needs fupply, 
But lavifh of her ftores, provides for luxury ; 
A guiltle’s feait, adminiftecs with eafe, 
And without blood, is protdipal to pleafe ; 
Wild beails their maws, with their flain brethren fill, 
And yct notall,—for fome refafe ro kil] ; 
Sheep, poatt, and oxen, and the nobler feed, 
On browfe and corn, and fow'ry meadows feed ; 
Bears, tigers, wolves, che angry lions brood, 
Whom heaven endu'd with principles of blood, 
He wifely fiender'd, from the reft to yell, 
In foreft, arid in loncly caves to dwell ; 
Where ftronger beaits, opprels the weak by night, 
And all in prey, and purple feails delichr, 


* © impious ofe! to Nature's laws oppofed, 
Where bowels are, in others bowels cloied ; 
Where fatten'd, by their fellaw's fat they thrive, 
Maintain’d by miuder, and by death, they live; 
"Ti 
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VT is then for nought, that mother Earth provides 
The ftores of all fhe fhows, and all fhe hides ; 
If men with Aethy morfels mutt be fed; 
And chaw with bloody teeth the breathing bread 4 
What clic is this, but to devour our gueils, 
And barb'roully renew Cyclopean featts. 
We by deftroying lite, our life fuftuin, 
And gorge th’ ungodly maw, with meats obfcene. 


<« Not fo the golden age, who fed on fruit, 
Nor durlt with bloody meals their mouths pollute ; 
Then birds, In airy fpace, might fafely move, 
And tim’rous hares on heaths fecurely rove, 
Nor aceded fith the guileful hooks to fear, 
For all was peaceful, and that peace fincere. 
Whoever was the wretch, and curs‘d be he, 
That envy’d firft, our food's fimplicity ; 
The eflay of bloody feats, on brutes beran, 
And after forged the fword to murder man 5 
Had he the fharpened ftecl, alone employed 
On beafts of prey, which other beafts deftroyed, 
Or man invaded, with their fangs and paws, 
This bad becn juftifyed by Nature's laws, 
And felf defence :-—but who did featts begin 
Of ficth, he ftretch’d neceifity, to fin. 
To kill man-kiliers, man has lawful power, 
But not the extended licence to devour. 


¢ J] habits gather, by unfeen degrees, 
As brooks make rivers, rivers run to leas; 
The fow, with her broad fnout, for rooting up, 
Th' cotrufted feed, was jude'd to {pail the crop ; 
And intercept the fweating farmer's hope. 

Part I, Cr The 
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The covetous churl, of unforgiving kind, 
The offender to the bloody prici refton'd ; 
‘Her hunger wes no plea, for that fhe dy'd ; 
The goat came next in order to be tried. 
The goat had crop'd the tendrils of the vine, | 
In vengeance the laity, and clergy join, 
Where one had loft his profit, one bis wine. ¢ 
Here was, at leaft, fome thadow of offence, 
The iheep was facrificed, on no pretence, 
But meek, and unrelifting innocence, 
A patient, wleful creature, born to bear, 
The warm and woolly fleece, that cloth'd her murd erers 
And daily to give down the milk fhe bred, 
A tribute for the grals on which fhe fed: 
Living both food and raiment fhe fupplies, 
find is of leaft advantage, when the dics. 


** How did the toiling ox, his death deferve, 
A downright fimp!e drudge, and born to ferve; 
© tyrant! with what juftice canft thou hope? 
The promife of the ycar a plenteouws crop, 
When thou deftroy’ft thy lab’ring fheer, who till’d 
And plough'd with pain, thy elfe ungratefulfield ; 
From his yet reckiag neck, to draw the yoke, 
That neck with which the furly clods he broke ; 
And to the hatchet, yield thy bufband man, 
Who finithed autumn, and the fpring began. 


“ Mor this alone ! but heaven itfel¥ co bribe, 
We to the gods, cur impious atts afcribe ; 
Firit recompence with death, their creatures toil, 
Then call the bleft above to thare the {poil, 
The 
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‘Tlie faire viétim, muft the pow'rs appeafe 
(So fatal ‘tis fometimes too much to pleafe) 
A purple fillet his broad brow adorns, 
With fow’ry garlands crown'd and gilded horns: 
He hears the murd'raus prayer the priefl prefers, 
But underitands not ! "tis his doom he hears : 
Beholds the meal; betwixt his temples caft; 
(The fruit and produét of his labors paft,) 
And in the water; views perhaps the knife, 
Uplifted to deprive him of his life; 
Then braken up alive, his entrails fees 
Torn out for priefta r'inipeét the gods decrees, 


* From whence, © mortal man! this guft of blood 
Have you deriv’d? and interdicted food ? 
Be taught by me, this dire delight to fhon, 
Warn'd by my precepts, by my praétice, won j 
And when you cat the well-deferving beaft, 
Think, on the Isb‘rer of your field, you feaft. 


“Then let not piety be put to fizkt, 
To pleafe the talte of glutton appetice ; 
But fuffer inmate fouls fecure to dwell, 
Left from iheir feats your parents you expell ; 
With rabid hunger feed upon your kind, 
Or from a beaft diflodge a brother's mind.” 


That Pythagoras carried fuch fentirhents 
from the Bramras; and labored to obtrude 
them upon his countrymen, is beyond cons 
troverfy ; the pathetic perfwalives he urged 
to them in that age cto abfizin from the 


G2 feeding 


( 84 ) 
feeding on. their brethren of the creatiort, 
proved however as ineffectual then, as we 
conceive it would be ta the prefent, the more’s 
the pity—for it is to be feared we fhall to 
the end of the chapter—Rile, kill, and eat. 


Regarding the defcription (which Oved 
puts in the mouth of Pythageras) of the 
ancient religious facrifces, we muft in jultice 
to the Bramins fay he could not borrow it 
from them; in this particular the original 
religious tencts of the Gentoos differ from all 
the ancients, for they were ftrangers to thofe 
bloody facrifices and offerings ; neither of the 
Gentoo Bhades having the leatt allufion to that 
mode of worfhipping the deity; and the 
Bramins fay, nothing but Morfefoor himfelf 
could have invented fo infatuated and cruel 
an inititution, which is manifeftly fo repug- 
nant to the true fpirit of devotion, and 
abhorrent to the Eternal one, 


That every animal form is endued, with 
cogitation, memory and reflection, is one of 
the moit eltablifhed tenets of the Bravrzvns ; 
indeed it muft confequentially be fo, on the 
fuppoted Metempfycbofis of the apoftate 
ipiits, through thefe mortal forms,——Every 
fate of the delinquent {pirtts abode in 
the eight -Bolesus, they fay, is a ftate of 
; humilia- 
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humiliation, punifhment and  purgatton, 
that of Jhurd not excepted; and that the 
purpofe of the Eternal one would be de- 
feated by himfelf, had he not endued them 
with rationality and a confcioufnels of their 
fituation. Tn the form of Méurd alone, 
is the {pirit’s ftate of probation, becaufe in 
this form only, he again becomes an abfolute 
and free agent; and in this alone lies the 
difference between Méwrd, and the reft of the 
animal created forms, for in thefe, the fpirit’s 
intellectual faculties are circumfcribed, more 
or leis, by the varied conftructionof the forms, 
and limited within certain bounds, which 
they cannot exceed,—that confcieufnels of 
thole confined powers, and envy at the fu- 
periour ftate of Méburd, conftitutes their chief 
punifhment ; that this uncealing envy, and 
refentment of the ufurped tyranny which 
Moburd affumed over the animal creation {from 
the beginning of the Kale "fogwe / are the canfes 
which made them in general fhun his fo- 
ciety, and live in a ftate of enmity with 
him, according to the force of the natural 
powers, which the Eternal one has en- 
dued them with; that where fome of the 
{pecies appear an exception to this general 
bent, it proceeds from the weaknels of their 
natural powers; or the fuperiour craft and 
fubtility of Af‘urd, who frit deceittully 
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‘llured them to flavery and deftru@tion——, 
That neither egvy or enmity in the animal 
created forms, nor ufurped tyranny on the 
part of Afburd, had exiltence in the breaits 
of either, before the beginning of the Kolre 
Jogue, when a univerfal degeneracy of al- 
moit all the remaining unpurified Dedrah 
prevailed through all their mortal forms— 
which until that period had lived in amity 
and harmony, as conicious of being involved 
under the fame fentence and difpleafure of 
their Creator ; and laftly—That the ufurped 
tyranny of Méwrd oyer the reft of the de- 
linquent angels was difpleafing to the Eternal 
ONE, and wil] be a charge exhibited againft 
the {pirit by Bi/fzoo at the diffolution of 
Mburd, for that in place of cherifhing the 
unhappy delinquents during their ftate of 
humiliation and punifhment, they do, by the 
force of their tyrannic ufarpation, labor 
to make their {late more miferable, than the 
Eternal one intended it fhould be, in viola- 
tion of his exprefs injyndtion, that they fhould 
jove one another. 


The Bramins hold, that every difing 
fpecies of animal creation have a compre- 
henfive mode of communicating their ideas, 
peculiar to themfelyes; and that the MMetemp- 
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ficbofis of the delinquent [pirits extends 
through every organifed body, even to the 
{malleft infect and reptile ;—they highly ve- 
nerate the bee, and fome {pecies of the ant, 
and conceive the Spirits animating thofe 
forms are favored of God, and that its in- 
telleétual faculties, are more enlarged under 
them, than in moft others. 


Although we have already fhewn that the 
bloody facrifices of the ancients was no part 
of the Gentoo tenets, yet there fubfifts amongft 
them at this day, a voluntary facrifice, of 
too fingular a nature, to pals by us unno- 
ticed; the rather as it has been frequently 
mentioned by various authors, without we 
conceive that knowledge and peripicuity 
which the matter calls for; the facrifice we 
allude to, is the Gentoo wiues burning with 
the bodies of their deceafed bufbands. We 
have taken no finall pains to inveiligate this 
feeming cruel cuftom, and hope we thall be 
able to throw fame fatisfactory lights on this 
very extraordinary fubject, which has hi- 
therto been hid in obfcurity; in order ta 
which we will fick remove one or two ob- 
ftructions that lie in our way, and hinder our 
nearer and more perfeck view of it. 


Ga The 
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_ The caufe commonly aifigned for the , 
/ “origin of this facrifice (peculiar to the wives 
of this nation} js, that #2 was ¢ haw conjli- 
tuted to put a period to 2 wicked praéBice that 
the Gentoos wives bad of poifoning their buf- 
bands ;—for this aflertion we cannot trace 
the {malleft femblance of truth, and indeed 
the known fact, that the facrifice mut he 
woltuntary, of i's felf refutes that common 
miftake.—It has alfo been a received opinion, 
that sf the wife refufes to. éurn, fie Sfes ber 
cajt (or tribe) and is amped with difzrace 
and infamy, an opinion equally void of 
foundation in fact as the other.—The real 
{late of this cafe is thus circumftanced.—The 
firft wife (for the Gentoo laws allow bigamy, 
although they frequently do not benefit 
themfelves of the indulgence, if they have 
iflue by the firft) has it in her choice to 
burn, but #s met permitted to declare her re- 
folution before twenty-four hours after the 
deceafe of her hutband ;—if the refufes, the 
right devolves to the fecond,—if either, after 
the expiration ef twenty-four hours, publicly 
declare, before the Bramins and witneffes, 
their refolution to dura, they cannot then 
retract. If they both refude at the expira- 
tion of that term, the worit confequence 
that attends their refufal, js lying under the 
imputation of being wanting to their own 
7 honor, 
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honor, purification, and the profperity of their 
family, for from their infancy, they are in- 
ftructed by the houlehold Bran” to look 
upon this cataftrophe, as moft glorious to 
themfelves, and beneficial totheir children : 
the truth is, that the children of the 
wife who burns, become thereby illuftrious, 
and are fought after in marriage by the moit 
opulent and honourable of their caf’, and 
fornelimes received into a call fuperiour to 
their own, 


That the Bramins take unwearied patns 
to encourage, promote, and confirm in the 
minds of the Gentoo wives, thes fiirit of 
burning, is certain (their motives for it, the 
penetration of our readers may by and by 
probably difcover) and althaugh they feldam 
Jofe their labor, yet inftances happen, where 
fear, or love of life, fets at nought all their 
preaching; for it fometimes fells out that the 
firft wife refufes, and the fecond burns; at 
others, they both refuie; and as but one 
can burn, it fo happens, that when the 
fecond wife has iffue by the deceafed, and 
the frit none, there commonly enfues a 
violent contention between them, which of 
the two fhall make the facrifice; but this 
difpute is generally determined by the Bra- 
mins, in favor of the frit, wnlefs fhe is pre. 
2 vailed 
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vailed on by perfwafion, or other motives to 
wave her right, in favor of the fecond.— 
Having elucidated thefe matters, we will 
proceed to give our readers the beft account, 
we have been able to obtain of the origin 
of this remarkable cuftom. 


At the demife of the mortal part of the 
Gentao’s great Law-giver and Prophet Bra- 
MAH, his wives, inconfolable for his lofs, 
relolved not to furvive him, and offered 
themfelves voluntary vidims on his funeral 
pile.—The wives of the chief Rajabs, the 
firit officers of the flate, being unwilling to 
have it thought that they were deficient in 
fidelity and affection, followed the heroic 
example fet them by the wives of Bramabh; 
—the Bramins (a tribe then newly confti- 
tuted by their great legiflator) pronounced 
and declared, that the delinquent Poirits of 
thofe bercines, immediately ceafed from their 
tranfimigrations, and had entered the frfi 
Boboon of purification—it followed, that therr 


. wives claimed a right of making the fame 


facrifice of their mortal forms #e Ged, and 
the manes of their deceafed hutbands ; 
The wives of every Gentco caught the en- 
thufiaftic (now piaus) flame——Thus the 
heroic acts of a few women brought about 


a general cuftom, the Bremins had given it 
ihe 
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jhe flamp of religion, they foifted it into the 
Céateb and Aughtorrab Bhades, and infti- 
tuted the forms and ceremonials that were to 
accompany the facrifice, ftrained fome ob- 
{cure paflages of Bramab’s Chartah Bhade, 
to countenance their declared fenje of the 
action, and eftablifhed it as a religious tenet 
throughout Jmdoflan, fubjeét to the reftric- 
tions before recited, which leaves it 2 volun- 
tary act of glory, picty and fortitude —— 
Whether the Sramins were fincere in their 
declared fenfe, and confecration of this aét, 
or had a view to the fecuring the fidelity of 
their own wives, or were actuated by any 
other motives, we will not determine, 


When people have lived tozether to an 
adyanced age, in mutual acts of confidence, 
friendfhip and affection ; the facrifice a Gen- 
foo widow makes of her perion (under fuch 
an affecting circumftance as the lof$ of friend 
and bulband) feems lefs an object of wonder ; 
but when we fee women in the bloom 
of youth, and beauty, in the calm poffeffion 
of their reafon and underftanding, with af- 
tonifhing fortitude, fet at nought, the tender 
confiderations of parents, children, friends, 
and the horror and torments of the death 
they gourt, we cannot refift viewing fuch 

an 
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an. act, and fuch a victim, with tears of 
commiuleration, awe and reverence, 


We have been prefent at many of. thefe 
facrifices: in fome of the victims, we have 
obferved a pitiable dread, tremor, and re- 
Juctance, that ftrangly {poke repentance for 
their dec/ared refolution ; but it was now too 
late to retract, or retreat; Bifmeo was wart. 
ing for the_fpirit-—If the felf doomed vic- 
tim difcovers want of courage and fortitude, 
fhe is with gentle force obliged to afcend 
the pile, where fhe is held down with long 
poles, held by men on each fide of the pile, 
until the fiames reach her; her fcrearms and 
crics, in the mean time, being drowned 
amidit the deafening noife of loud mufick, 
and the acclamations of the multitude. —— 
Others we have feen go through this fiery 
trial, with moft amazing fteady, calm, re- 
folution, and joyous fortitude.—#—It will 
not we hope be unacceptable, if we prefont 
eur readers with an inflance of the latter, 
which happened fome years paft at the Ba/? 
india company’s factory at Cofimd:zaar, 
in the time of Sir Francis Ruffeil’s chielthip ; 
the author, and feveral other gentlemen of 
the faftory were prefent, fome of whom are 
now liwing:—from a narrative, which the 
author then tranfmitted to Emgland he is 

now 
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now enabled to give the particulars of this 
moit remarkable proof of fema‘e fortitude, 
and conttancy. 


ct Ar five of the clock on the morning of A 
the ath of February, 1742-3, died Kbaan 
Chund Pundit of the Mahbabratter tribe, aged 
tiventy-cight years; his widow (for he had bur 
one wife) aged between feventeenandeighteen, 
as foon as he expired, dildaining to wait the 
term allowed her for reflection, immediately 
declared to the Brawins and witnefics prefent 
her refolution to burn; as the family was of 
‘no (mall confideration, all the merchants of 
Cofimbuzear, and her relations, left no ar- 
cuments uneflayed to difluade her from it— 
Lady Raffel, with the tendereft humanity, fent 
her feveral meflages to the fame purpole ;— 
the infant ftate of her children (two girls 
and a boy, the eldeft not four years of age) 
and the terrors and pain of the death the 
fought, were painted to her in the itrongeft 
and molt lively colouring —fhe was deaf to 
all,—the gratefully thanked. Lady Ruffei/, 
and fent her word be dad now aothing fo 
hve for, but recommended: ber children ta ber 
proteStion.—When the torments of burning 
were urged in terrorem to her, fhe with a re- 
felved and calm countenance, put her finger 
into the fire, and held it there a confiderable 
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time; fhe then with one hand put fire in 
the palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe on 
It, and fumigated the Bramins. The confi- 
deration of her children left deftitute of a 
parent was again urged to her.—She replied, 
be that made them, would take care of them— 
She was at laft given to underitand, fhe 
fhould not be permitted to burn *; this for 
a thort {pace feemed to give her deep afilic= 
tion, but foon recollecting herfelf, the told 
them, death was im her power, and that if fhe 
was not allowed to durn, according to the 
perseieles of ber cajt, foe would flarve ber filf.—~ 
Her friends, finding her thus peremptory and 
telolved, were obliged at laft to aflent. 


‘* The body of the-deceafed was carried 
down to the water fide, early the following 
morning, the widow followed about ten 
oclock, accompanied by three very principal 
Gramms, ber children, parents, and relations, 
and a numerous concourfe of people, The 
order of leave for her burning did not arrive 
from Hlojfeys Khan, Foundaar of Mor fhada- 
bad, until after one, and it was then brought 
by one of the Ssxdbab’s own officers; who 


* The Gentcor are not permitted to burn, without 
an order from the Afahommedan government, and this 
permifion is commonly made a perquiiite of —_ie 


had 
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had ordersto fee that fhe burnt voltinta- 
rily. —— The time they waited for the 
order was employed in praying with the 
Bramins, and wathing in the Ganges; as 
foon as it arrived, fhe retired and flayed for 
the fpace of half an hour in the midft of 
her female relations, amongit whom was 
her mother; the then diveited herfelf of her 
bracelets, and other ornaments, and tyed 
them in a cloth, which hung like an apron 
before her, and was conducted by her 
female relations to one corncr of the pile; 
on the pile was an arched arbor formed of 
dry flicks, boughs and leaves, open only at 
one end to admit her entrance; in this the 
body of the deceafed was depofited, his head 
at the end oppofite to the opening.—Ar the 
corner of the pile, to which fhe had been 
condocted, the Bramin had made a {mall 
fire, round which fhe and the three Bra- 
mins fat for fome minutes, one of them gave 
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree (the 
wood commonly confecrated to form part of 
the funeral pile) with fundry things on it, 
which fhe threw into the fre; one of the 
others pave her a fecond leaf, which fhe held 
over the flame, whillt he dropped three times 
fome ghee oni, which melted, and fell into 
the fire (thefe two operations, were prepa~ 
ratory {ymbols of her approaching diflolution 
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éy fire} and whilft they were performing 
this, the third Araevx read to her fome 
portions of the 4ughterrab Bhade, and aiked 
her fome queftions, to which the anfwered 
with a iteady, and ferene countenance; but 
the noife was fo great, we could not under- 
ftand what the faid, although we were with= 
ina yard of her.—Thefe over, fhe was led 
with great folemnity three times round the 
pile, the Bramins reading before her; whea 
fhe came the third time to the fmall &re, 
fhe ftopped, took her rings off her toes and 
fingers, and put them to her other orna- 
ments ; here fhe took a folemn majeitic leave 
of her children, parents, and relations; after 
which, one of the Bramins dip'd a large 
wick of cotton in fome ghee, and gave it 
ready lighted into her hand, and led her to 
the open fide of the arbor; there, all the 
Branuns fell at her feet; after fhe had 
blefled them, they retired weeping ;—by 
two fteps, the alcending the pile and entered 
the arbor; on her entrance, fhe made a 
profound reverence at the feet of the de- 
ceafed, and advanced and feated herfelf by 
his head ; fhe looked, in filent meditation 
on his face, for the fpace of a minute, then 
fet fire to the arbor, tn rhree places; obferv- 
ing that dhe had fet fire to leeward, and that 
the flames blew from her, inftantly fecing 

her 
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her error the rofe, and fet fire to windward, 
and refumed her {tation ; enlign Dentef with 
his cane, feparated the grais and leaves on 
the windward fide, by which means we had 
a diftinct view of her as fhe fat. With what 
dignity, and undaunted a countenance, fhe 
fet fire to the pile the lait time, and aflumed 
her feat, can only be conceived, for words 
cannot conyey a juft idea of her.—The pile 
being of combuttible matters, the fupporters 
of the roof were prelently confumed, and it 
tumbled upon her,” 


We fee our fair country-women thudder 
at an action, which we fear they will look 
upon, as a proof of the higheit infatuation 
in their fex—Although it is not our inten= 
tion here to defend the tenets of the Brains, 
yet we may be allowed to offer fome juftifi- 
cation on behalf of the Gextco women in the 
action before us—Let us view it (as we fhould 
every other action) without prejudice, and 
without keeping always in fight or ocwy 
tenets and cuftoms, and prepolieflions that 
too generally refult therefrom, to the injury 
of others ;—if we view thefe women in a juit 
light, we thall think more candidly of them, 
and confefs they act upon hervic, as well as 
rational and pious principles: In order to this 
we mult confider them as a race of females 

» Part I, H trained 
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trained from their infancy, in the full convic= 
tion of their cele/tal rank; and that this world, 
and the corporeal form that inclofes them, is 
deftined by God, the one as their place of 
punifhment, the other as their prifon. 
That their ideas are confequently raifed to 
a foothing degree of dignity befiting angelic 
beings.—They are nurfed and inftruéted in 
the firm faith—that this voluntary facrifice, 
is the molt glorious period of their lives, 
and, that thereby the celeftial {pirit is re- 
lecfed from its tran{migrations, and evils of 
a milerable exiltence, and flies to join the 
{pirit of their departed hafband, in ‘a ftate of 
purihcation; add to this, the {ubordinate 
confideration of raifing the Juftre of their chil- 
dren, and of contributing by this ation to 
ibeir temporal profperity ;—all thefe it muft 
be owned are prevalent motives, for chear- 
fully embracing death, and fetting at nought 
every common attachment which the weak- 
nefs of humanity urges, for a longer exiftence 
in a world of evil.—Although thefe princi- 
ples are in general fo diametrically contrary to 
the prevailing (pirit, and genius of our fait 
country-women, who (from a happy train 
of education) in captivating amufements and 
diflipation, find charms fafficient in this 
world, to engage their withes for a perpetual 

7 refidence 
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téfidente in it; yet we will depend on their 
natural goodnefs of heart, generofity and 
candor, that they will in future look on thefe 
their Geniso filters of the creation, in a 
more favorable, and confiltent light; than 
probably they have hitherto done; and not 
deem that a&fion an infatuation, which re= 
fults from principle, Let them alfo recollect 
that their own hiftory affords illaftrious ex- 
amples in both fexes of voluntary facrifices 
by fire, becaufe they would not fubfcribe 
even to a different mode of profefling the 
fame faith. Befides—a contempt of death 
is not peculiar to the women of Jnaia, it is 
the characteriflic of the nation; every Gentoo 
meets that moment of difiolution, with 2 
fteady, noble, apd philofophic relignation, 
flowing from the eftablifhed principles of 
their faith. 


Before we clofe this fubject, we will men- 
tion one or two more particulars relative to 
it,—It has been already remarked in a mar- 
ginal note, that the Gentes women are not 
allowed to burn, without an order of leave 
from the Mabommedan government; it is 
proper alfo to inform our réaders this pri- 
vilege is never withheld from them.—T ere 

ve been inftances known, when the vidim 

as, dy Europeans, been forceably refcued 
H 2 from 
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from the pile; it is currently faid and be- 
Nteved (how true we will not aver) that the 
wife of Mr. ‘Job Charnock was by him 
inatched from this facrifice; be this as it 
may, the outrage is confidered by the Gen- 
feos, an‘atrocious, and wicked violation of 
their jacred rites and privileges. 


Having now brought our fourth general 
head to a conclufion, and faithfully, to the 
beit of our knowledge (with the materials we 
are pollefled of) exhibited the original tenets 
of the ancient Bramins, according to the 
firft book of Bramah's Chartah Bhade; 
and having in our remarks given fuch elu- 
cidations as we thought our fubject called 
for, we fubmit our imperfect work (for 
imperfect we muit fill call it) with all due 
deference to the public; hoping that fome 
more capable head and hand, will be fti- 
mulated by our andeavours, to produce a 
more full, and fatisfactory relation, of the 
reft of his doctrines, — A large field ts yet 
left open, for the exercife of induftry and 
talents. Bramab's firft fection of his fecond 
book on the creation of this globe, will be 
the fubject of our next general head. 
His third book directing the plain and 
imple modes of worfhip to be paid to God, 
and the three primacy created beings, ard 

5 his 
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his fourth fublime book, (which the Gentoos 
commonly call Bramab Ka, Injojff Bhade, 
or, Bramab’s book of jultice) wherein 1s 
expreily recited and enjoined, the duties and 
ofces, which the delinquent Deétah fhall 
obferve and pay to each other ; thele two 
Jaft mentioned books, and part of the fecond, 
we fay, mutt lie in oblivion, until fome 
one, blefled with opportunity, leilure, ap- 
plication, and genius, brings them to light, 


The End of the Fourth Chepter. 


H 3 CHA P. 


COO ak Re wi 
Of the Creation of the Worlds, 


INTRODUCTION. 


i WN the fifth féion of our laft zeneral 
head, Bramah recites, that the Frernal 
ONE, (after he had promulged his eraclous 
intention, of mitigating the punithment of 
the fallen angels, at the intercefion of the 
remaining faithful hoft;) * retired into 
himlelf, and became invifible to them, for 
the {pace of five thoufand years,”——In his 
introduction to the act of creation of the . 
worlds in his fecond book, he takes avain 
occalion to repeat the above mentioned pat 
fape, and explains it by an inference, that 
during THAT space, the Eternal one wag 
emp‘oyed in meditation on his intended new 
creation ;—~aud although it appears, from 
the fame fection, that this ftupendous work, 
was produced by an snfantaneaus fiat of the 
Deity, 
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Deity, yet Bramah, to dilplay the infinite 

and amazing wifdom of his Creator, enters 

into a fublime, and philofophic difquifitien 

and defcription, of his modes (if we may 

be allowed the expreflion) and manner of | 
creation, in the marvellous conitructon of 
the fifteen Bodéoens, that conftitute the Dun- 
neaboudab, or univerfe ;—thele defcriptions, 
he couches under allegories, then commonly 
and familiarly underitood, at which the rea- 
der will the le/s wonder, when he knows, 
that at this day it is the ufual mode of con- 
verling, amongit well educated Gentoos. 


In this exhibition of infinite wifdom, Bra- ) 
mab gives a fhort, fimple and elevated del- | 
cription, of cach of the fifteen Bodooms, their 
fituation, their rank, and peculiar deftina- | 
tion, with the appellations appropriated to ‘ 
the angelic inhabitants, in their progrefiive : 
paflage from one {phere to another. Our 
memory only fupplics us with the names of 
the fojourners of the nisth, fifth, fiethan 
feventh, that is, the firft, and three lait of 
the feven regions of purification, to wit, the 
{pheres of the Pereeth logue *, the Munnoo © 


* Lorwe, literally people. Peresth logue, purihed 
people. 
H 4 logue, 
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dogue *, the Debtab logue T, and the Bry. 
mas togue T; in the laft mentioned {phere, 
according to the Bramins computation, a 
complete day 15 equal to twenty-cight Mun- 
nunturs of vulgar time. (Vid. fixth or next 
general head.) | 


On the foundation of Bramgh’s defcrip- 
tion of the fifteen Badeons, the campilers of 
the duchtorrab Bhade have raifed an elabo- 
rate chimerical fuperftracture : thatconfounds 
the underftanding. 


As the Bramiins conceptions and calcula- 
tion of the ege and future duration af the 
univerie, will be the fubjecl of our next 
general head, we shall fay nothing more of 
it here, than to remind our readers, that 
they date it’s cxiftence from the rebellious 
angels being releafed from the Onderah, 


We again lament the lofs of our materials, 
which confines us to the eighth fection of 


* Munnos logue, peaple of contemplation, from mun, 
Cf men, fbomght, reflection, alludes to Crod’s being 
worfhipped in this {phere in filent meditation. 

* In this tphere the angels are firit fuppofed to re~ 
gain properly their title af Debtah. 

Tt in thia fphere the delinquents are fuppofed to be 
cleanfed from the pollution of their fin, regenerated, 
and fit to enter apain the Afshoh Surge, and to be re- 
admitted to the prefence of their Creator. 


Bramabh's 
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Bramabh’s fecond book that treats only of 
the'creation of this terreftrial planet, to which 
we will now proceed, premifing that it is 
diftinguifhed by the title of the erghth Bo- 
boon of Murto, which literally fignifies ébe 
region of earth. 


SECT, 
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SECT. ViIiIl, 


** Birmabab * or Creation, 


“And it was that when the 
“ Eternal one, refolved to form the 
“new creation of the Dunneahoy- 
“dab, he gave the rule of Mabhaeh 
* Serse to his firit created Brirmat, 
“‘and became invifible to the whole 
*‘ angelic holt, 


* When the Eternal one, firft began 
“his intended new creation of the 
* Dunneaboudah, he was oppoted by two 
“mighty Ojoors +-, which proceeded 
“from the wax of Brum's ear; and 


‘© their names were /Madso zand Kytos |I. 


“* And the Eternal one, contended 
‘fand fought with Modoo and Aytoo, 


“five thoufand years, and he {mote 


* This title is prefixed to every fection of Bramab’s 
= fecond book, Birmed in the figurative fenie (before 
explained) fignifying creation, — . 

7 The comman appellation given to grants, but is 
yarioully uied in the Stata, to exprefs exerefCence, éx- 
erétion, and freretion, 

T Difcord, enmity, | Cemfufion, tamnle. 

“ them 
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«* them on his #dvgb *, and they were 
«¢ Jo? and afflimilated with Murto. 


«And it was,—that when AMadse 
* and Kytoo were fubdued, the Eternal 
« one emerged from his ftate of in- 
‘© wifibility, and gloryencompafled him 
‘© on every lide! 


« And the Eternal ong fpoke, and 
« faid, Thou Brrmab + thalt create and 
« form all things that fhall be made 
‘tin the new creation of the fifteen 
«¢ Boboons of punifhment, and purif- 
cation, according to the powers of the 
‘ {pirit, wherewith thou fhalt be in- 
‘« {pired.——And thou, Bi/tnss T, thale 
« fuperintend, cherith, and preferve all 
«the things and forms which thall be 
created. And thou, Svwé ||, thale 
‘‘ change, or deffroy, all creation, ac- 
¢ cording to the powers, wherewith J 
s will invelt thee.” - 


# Reduced them to fubjection, or obedience ; fowch- 
ing the thigh, amongit the ancient Gentesr, was a token 
of jubseciion. 

+ Pewer of creation, Vid, introduction to the fourth 
chapter: 

t Preferver. Vid. introduction to the fourth chapter, 

| Muytiloter, deffreper. Vid. introduction, Kc. 

. *¢ And 
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“ And when Birmab, Bifinos, and 
“* Sires, had heard the words of the 
*« Eternal onE, they all bowed obe- 
“ dicnoce *, 

“The Eternal one {poke arain, 
‘and faid to Birmab, Do thou begin 
‘the creation and formation of she 
* eighti Bebcon,of punifhment and pro- 
patron, even the Behoon of Murig, 
** according to the powers of the {pirit 
** wherewith J have endued thee, and 
“do thou, Bifnee, proceed to execute 
“ thy part. 


“And when Brivt + heard the 
“command, which the mouth of the 
« Peernal one had ultered; he (tratght- 
‘ ways formed a deaf’ of beetle, and he 
** floated on the deetée eof over the fur- 
* fuce of the jesate ; and the children t 
"of Modo and Ayios, fled before 


* The foregoing exordium of the general act of 
creation of the Danneaboxdat, preceeds overy one of 
the fifteen fettions of Brews fecond book. , 

«+ Airmab and Br, are, in the act of creation, fy- 
ROMMMNOUS Perms. 

} Suppoled remzins ef difcordant matter. ‘The 
framins tuppofed the frit principles of things prior to 
the creatwnaf the gniverfe, to have been um a Mid 
fiave. | 

“ him, 
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«him, and vanifhed from his pre- 
*« fence. 


« And when the agitation of the 
« Shoale had fubfided, by the powers 
«¢ of the {pirit of Brum, Bsjtnoo firaight- 
«ways transformed himielf into a 
« mighty boar *, and defcending into 
the abyfs of Shoal, he brought up 
‘s the Murto on his talks.—Then {pon- 
‘ tancoully iflued from him, a mighty 
“ sortoife +, and a mighty faake {. 


‘And Biffnes put the fnake erect 
«upon the éack of the tortaile, and 
** placed Murte upon the dead of the 
“ inake. 


« And all things were created and 
«formed by Birmab in the eighth 
“ Rodoon of punithment and probation, 
«even the eighth of Murfe, according 
‘to the powers of the ipirit, where- 
«with the Eternal one had endued 
« him. 


* The Gentwr fymbol of frrengei, becaulc, in pro-w 
portion to his lise, he is the ftrongeft of all animals. 
+ The Gentoo: fymbol of fabsscty. 
+ The Gentes: fymbol of seifeom, 
* And 
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** And Bifinea took upon him the 
* fuperintendence and charge of all 
‘that was created, and formed, b 
 Birmab in the eighth Bobcon of 
“* Murto; and he cherithed and pre. 
“‘ ferved them, as the words of the 
* Eternal one had directed, and come 
** manded.” 


REMARE 4. 


N the fame fublime allegorical manne?, 
has Bramah defcribed'the creation of Sur- 
fee *, and Chunder +, and the other twelve 
Boboons of the Dunneakoudab, without pre- 
tending, or aiming to dive into, and explain, 
the principles of matter, or the nature of 
thofe effential laws of motion by which the 
Deity guides and governs his creation; the 
wildom of Bramah has elfewhere marked 
fuch fruitlefs enquiries, with the flamp of 
prefumption and folly ; and that the know. 
ledge of thc/e, and the mode of the exiftence 
of God, is concealed even from the three 
primary created beings themfelves, 


From the foregoing fpecimen of the 
creation of the eighth region, as well as 


* The Ser, + The Afr, 
from 
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from Bramah’s hiftorical difcuffion of the 
. other fourteen, it is moft obvious, that the 
perfonages which he introduces as actors in 
the work of that creation were intended by 
him to be taken only in a figurative fenfe, 
as expreflive of the three fupreme attributes 
of the Deity, his power fo create, his power 
io preferve, and his power to change, of 
deftrey, as before hinted *:—For if they were 
to be underftood in any other fenfe, it would 
exprefly contradict his own text, where he 
reprefents the creation of the Dunneaboudab 
as proceeding from the faflantaneous fiat 
of the Eternal one; and a further proof 
of Bremak’s plain intention, tefults from 
his prefixing the fame exordium to each of 
his fedtions of creation. 


But as the real fenfe and meaning of the 
allegory (then clearly underitood by all) was, 
in procefs of time, loft to the generality of 
the Genfoos; the compilers of the Chatah 
and Aughterrab Rbades, took the advanta 
(which ignorance and time gave them) and 
not only realiied Bramah’s three myftical 
berngs, but created alfo a multitude of fubor- 
dinate actors, and made Demi-gods and Di-* 
vinities of them all, inftituting particular 
days, falts, and feilivals, and other exterior 

* Vid. Introduction to the fourth chapter. 
worlhip, 
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worthip, to cach :—Thus Surjee and Chuhde?, 
Modeo and Kyioo, and a race of their children 
and defcendants, became Demi-gods and 
heroes; and fcorning to canfine themfelves 
to the eighth Boboon, they ranfacked the 
fourteen, and framed divinities of the prin- 
cipal perfonages which their wild imagina- 
tion fuppofed refident in each of them, and 
allotted to them peculiar divine wor thip, 
which fubfiits to this day. 


It will not, we hope, be thought an im- 
probable conjecture, if we fay, that the 
allegorical parts of Bramah's Chartah Bébade, 
(which trucly bears a divine femblance) being 
thus perverted or grafly miftaken by the very 
tribe, which he had inftituted guardians over 
it, and being fubfequently communicated to 
the Egyptian Magi, and by them circulated 
through the flates of Greece, afforded them, 
as well as Rome and the whole Wflern world, 
thofe inexhauittible fupplics of mythological 
Juffems, which held their exiftence and ay< 
thority even long after the light of chriftia- 
nity had fhone upon them, But to ree 
fume our more immediate fubject. 


The act of creation of the Bohoon of Murto, 

is reprefented in the annexed plate N® 1, 
which (with others we fhall have occafion 
Eo 
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to prefent to the reader) was drawn by the 
inftractions, and under the eye of 2 judicious 
Bramin of the Battezaer tribe, the tribe, 
as before noticed, ufually employed in ex- 


pounding the Shajtabs. 


Brum * is reprefented lying and floating 
on a leaf of deere, over the troubled furface 
of the abyfs of Jboale; the three primary 
beings appear before it, in the pofture of 
adoration, Brrmab on the right, Biffnes in 
the middle, and Sve4 on thé left. -On the 
tight, above the abyis, is figured a hugé 
bear, bearing on his tuflis a Jump of earth. 
—QOn the left, above the abyls, is reprefented 
a forterfe, on whith a fnake refis his tail, 
bearing JMurta (or the earth) on his head — 
Brum and Birm2zb are habited alike; and 
are each figured with four heads and four 
arms.—The fhree primaty beings, are fup- 
pofed in the pofture of adoration, to be re- 
ceiving the commands of thé Eternal ong, 
touching his projected new creation; and the 
other figures exprefs the three sradations of 
the work, namely the beginning; the progrefs, 
and completion --. 


. © Spirit of efence of the Eternal one: vide Intro- 
duétion to the fourth chapter, 
+ Vide Plate N® 4. 
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Notwithftanding the fagacious reader, by 
a bare reference to the marginal notes which 
we have athxed to the text of Aramah, will 
readily conceive the fpirit of the allegory 
contained in it; yet as fome paffages of it 
requires a further explanation than could be 
huddled inte a ncte, we will add the whole 
interpretation of it under one connetted 
view. 


The Eternal one having determmed on 
the creation of the univerle, like a fupreme 
wile architect, he retired for a fpace to pro- 
ject his itupendous plan, and prepare his 
materials, — He was oppofid in the operation 
by the dfrord, confufion and tumult of the 
elements that compote, the abv/s of “fboale ; 
—he feparated, fubducd, brought them under 
jfebjection, and prepared them to receive his 
intended impreflions.—He exerts his bree 
great attributes, tocreafe, preferve, or defiroy, 
which are figuratively reprefented by the ¢hree 
primary created beings—His /piriz floatsupon 
the furface of the abyfs of fhoale, or fluid 
matter,—Creation takes place —Birmad (or 
Creation) is reprefented with four heads and 
four arths todenote the power of God in thé act 
of creation,--Bifined thepréPrver is transformed 
into a mighty doar, emblematically fignifying 
for firéngts of Godtin the act of creation. — 

The 


- 
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The tortcife miyftically denotes the frabitiry 
and fervianenty of the foundatitn of pe 
earth, arid the inake the ‘svifdom by whieh 
it is fipported. Thefe litter operations are 
given to Biflnoo, becaufe the earth was the 
Brand principle or parent, from whence’ He 
was to draw the means for the projervation 
of the future animal Creation, deftined for 
the prifons of the rebéllious Desteh; awatk 
which we may gather from Bramabh's text, 
was relerved for the hand of God bim/eif, 
as fHey were to be endued with rerional 
powerss—Tt may be alked why Brum, is 
reprefented floating, particularly on a deetie 
leaf? To this we can only reply, that the 
plant is deemed facred amongft the Gentoos, 
It's culture is made under the aufpices of 
the Shaffab, and initruétion of the Bramins ; 
unclean perjons are prohibited entering into a 
beetle garden, as the approach of any impu- 
rity is pronounced fatal to the plant, in the 
infancy of its growth. 


To conclude this general head—How far 
Homer, Virgil, Lucretius, Ovid, Lucian, 8c. 
have in their conceptions of the creation, 
(by means of the Egyptians) built on, and 
availed themfelves of the fimple cofmezony 
of Bramab, we leave the learned and curious 
to trace. Although in fact, it is obvious, 

12 that 
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that this ancient fage, aimed at no other 
folution of that ftupendous and incompre- 
henfible act, than to inculcate, that the uni- 
verfe was produced by the effence and vo- 
luntary power, firength and wi/dom of Gon, 
That it is preferved and iuitained by ori- 
ginal conilituent powers we Sis on it by 
the Deity, and that it is hable ¢#o change 
and diffolution, at his divine pleafure and 
will, 


The End of the Fifph Chapter. 
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C Hake, ee 


The Gentoo manner of computing Time, and 
their conception of the age of the unrverfe, 
and the period of its diffolution. 


[From Bramah’s Chartah Bhade, in the {up- 
plement to his Birmahah. ] 


Giz et nimicks, or winks of the eye, 

make one pul, 

Sixty fu/ls, make one gurree. 

Sixty gurrees, make one complete day, or 
one day and one night, 

Three hundred and fixty-five complete days 
and fifteen gurrees make one folar year. 


The Gentoos divide the complete day into 
eight parts, to which they give. the term 
paar, commencing their day at fix in the 
morning ;—thus et paar dheen * equals our 
nine in the morning; dwapaar dbeen, our 
noon; feenpaar dieen, our thres afternoon ; 
Chaarpaar dbeen, out fix in the evening ;— 
the divifions of the night are diftinguifhed 
by the word riaat (night) in place of 

* Literally, ene part af day. 
13 dbeen, 
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dbeen, as ek paar rbaat, equals our nine at 
might; and fo on. —s 


ftis the province of the Bramins in this 
country to keep the account of time, and 
there is no Gentoo of diftinction bat retains 
in his houfe and on his journeys anc of 
theie time keepers, whoie intire bufinedg it is 
to regulate time, and {trike the gurrees as 
they pals, on the Gheng, an extended theet 
of copper, which yields the found of a 
folemn bell. 


Bramab meafares {pace or duration of time, 
from the creation of the Duanzaboudah, or 
univerfe, by the revolutions of the four 
‘Porues, 


Years. 
The firt age, or Sutvee Yarue, 
contains thirt y-two fac years 42200,000 
of vulgar time, or 


The fecond age, or Tirta “fo- ; 1,600,000 
gue, fixtecn lac, or Vhirs 

! h ti rc oof. | ‘ 

The third age, or peers 809,000 


jegue, eight lac, or 


‘ Ths fourth age, or Kole Yo- TAK ia 
Gr, tour jac, or ; oe 
6,000,000 


— 
— 


Fitutier 
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Ekutter (feventy one) revolutions of the four 
“forwes make one Mennuntur of vulgar rine, 
or yeats 426,000,009. 


(The word AMannuntur, is in thes place 
fArictly applied by Bramab to fpace of ttime, 
but it is by him frequently uled with a re- 
trofpeét fignification to@the act of creation, 
and is fometimes given as an additional name 
to Birmab, as Birmeh Afunanvab, alluding 
to the creation being the refult of thought 
and meditation ;—the word, as we before re- 
marked in a marginal note, fprings from 
Mon, or Mun, thought, cefiedlion; Munnas 
Logue, the people of thought, or contem~ 
plation, -The compilers of the Aughforra’ 
Bhad: derive the word Munnuntur from 
Munnuab or Munnosab, whom (by perverting 
the fenfe of Bramab) they make to be the 
fabulous perfonal offspring of Birmab, and 
report mighty feats of his prowels in war, 
againit Mo-/afier, and his adherents.) 


When Bramah defcenced to promulge 
the written law and commands of the Eter- 
nal one to the Grutogs, he at the fame time 
(namely, the beginning of the prefent 
Kolee Fogue *) declared, “ fram tbe regifrers 


® Vide Introduction to the fourth chapter. 
4 of 
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of Surge, that the Dunneaboudzh, was then 
entering into the éizhth revolution of the 
four "Fogues, in the fecond Munnuntur :” 
confequently, according to Bramab's account, 
(and if our calculation be right) the precife 
age of #4, and the other fourteen planets 
ef the univerfe, amounted to, at that period, 
four hundred and fixtyeight millions of years. 
And if we fubftraét the 4866 years, which 
have elapfed fince the defcent of Bramab, 
we jhall find the remainder of the Kojce 
‘Jogue will be 359,134. years; at the ex- 
piration of which, Bramab pronounced and 
prophecied, that the patience and forbearance 
of the Eternal one would be withdrawn 
from the delinquent Dedrab, ind deftruction 
éy fire fall upon the cight regions of pu- 
nifhment, purgation and probation Ty: 


In the fupplement to his BIRMAHAH, 
Bramah \ikewile taught, that the Bodoor 
of Murte, had undergone three remarkable 
changes, and would undergo three more, 
before its final “diffolution in common with 
the other feven Bohocns; but he {pecifies not 
of what nature thofe changes were, or would 
be ;—he alfa declares, * rhat after a dong 
“ fpace, a frcond new creation will teke place; 
“ but of what kind, or on shat principles it 

+ Vide towards the clofe of the fifth feétion. 

| " soould 


p 
a 
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$* would be confiructed, was only known to the 
“ETERNAL ONE... 


The caufe of the fuperftitious veneration 
paid by the Genfoos to the numericals one 
and THREE has, we conceive, been obvious 
to the difcerning reader as he travelled thro’ 
thefe theets.—It is remarkable, that a Gen- 
foo never gives or receives an obligation for 
an even fum; if he borrows or lends a 
hundred, a thoufand, or ten thoufand ru- 
pees, the obligation runs for a hundred and 
ene, a thouland and ome, ten thoufand and 
pne, &c. The Mabommedans, in conformity 
only, have generaliy adopted this cultom ; 
hence it was, that the revenues ftipulated 
to be paid annually by Soxjab Khan into 
the royal treafury, were one khorore, one lac, 
one thoufand, ove hundred, and ome rupee, ° 


The End of the Sixth Chapter. 


‘We Be 


CHAP. VH. 
Of the Gentoo Fafis, and Feflivals, &e. 


{From the Chatah and Aughtorrah Bhade 
phaitahs, | | 


INTRODUCTION. 


A. 5 the Gentoo year begins the firlk of 
April, we will trace their holy days 
as they fall in turn from that day, premifing 
that the word Oxgo/s fignifies a fatt, Pur- 
rug_a fealt, and Posjah worlhip, but when 
accompanied with an offering, it is then 
called Birfo Posjab,.—Pooab is alfo fome- 
ae uled to fignify the altar on which they 
offer 


The Gentco holy days are guided “by the 
courle and age of the moon, and generally 
take their denomination from that, or fram 
the religious duties that are enjoined on thole 
particular days, and fometimes from both. 

6 Their 


a 
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Their offerings confit of fruits, fome pars 
ticular facred plants and flowers, powdered 
jugar, falt, meal,and different kinds of grain, 


Firft Holy Day. Ovpofi. 

Oxavury Tertea, falls on the third 
day of the new moon in 4pri/, andisde- 
dicated to the giving alms and benefactions 
to the Bramins, as the word Otbuij imports. | 
—This day is alfo ordained for making the Aprit, 
Gentco pickle called Koffundee, made only on 
this day, by the wives of the Bramins; ig 
is compoled of green mango's, tamarind, 
muitard feed, and freth muftard feed gj 5 
it is deemed a holy pickle, and the only one 
the Gentoo: ufe with their food, ; 


second. Oufo/i. 
Poornemee --, falls on the full moon 
in April, and is tiriGtly ordained for wath- 
ing and purifying in the river Ganges, and 
for diftributing charity, 


Third. Oupoft Posjab—Purrup, 
Orun |[ Susres, falls on the fixth day 
of the new moon in Mey, and is dedicated Nay. 
to the goddefs Saffee, the goddels of gene- 
+ Porrah, full. 


|| Gran, the morning far, oftém ufed to exprefs the 
dawn of day, 


ration, 


( meq ) 

ration, who is worfhipped when the sorning 
fier appears, or at dawn of day, for the 
propagation of children, and to remove 
barrennefs.—On this day prefents are ufu- 
ally made by the parents to their fons in 
law, and the day ends with a purrup or 
feait. 


Fourth. Purrup, at night Posjab. 

DussARRAH, as the word imports, falls 
on the tenth day of the new moon in May ; 
it is dedicated to the God Gunga, the God 
of the Ganges, who is fabled to have arrived 
on earth on this day of the moon, and in 
this month—it is allo dedicated to the Gotl- 
defs Moonjbee Tagoaran *, Goddels of fnakes, 
and fabulous daughter of Sieb, 


Fifth. Onpo/i-Pagab. 
PooRNEMEE falls on the full moon in 
May, and is dedicated to faggernaut, (ly- 
nonimous with Bifnce.) Thisday is otherwile 
called from the duty enjoined on it, the Sz- 
nan +, 7. attra J, or pencral wafling | in the 
Ganges—-and it is almoft incredible to think 
the immenfe multitude of every age and fex 
that appears on both fides of the river, 
* Tageoran, prieflefs, fomctimes coddcls. 
+ Sinat, bathing. 
% fate literally fi figniiies « daxce sf many. 
throughout 


~ 
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throughout it’s whole courfe, at one and 
the fame time, 


Sixth. Onpofi-Purrup. | 
Ruott JaTTsa, falls on the fecond 
day of the new moon in Yune ; itis dedicated 
to ‘faggernaut and Bijincs —On this day | 
the Réwit, or triumphal car of (faggermaus, | 
‘<s carried forth about a mile, rells, and 13 
returned on the ninth day of the moon.— 
From the feventh day of the moon to the 
tenth, both inclufive, is the UmBoonissEE ; jute 
during which fpace, the earth is left to 
ber purgations, and neither plough, {pade, 
or any other inftrument of tillage, permitted 
to mole(t her—The term UnoonissEr, 
which needs no further explanation, is ap~ 
plied to women under the famecircumilances. 


Seventh. Ovpo/s. | 

Syon + EXKADUSSEE, 45 the laft word 
imports, falls on the eleventh day of the 
new moon in fune, and is a folemn fait. 
Jaggernene (or Bifinoo) is fabled to fleep tar 
Your months;—which only fignihes that 
the rainy feafon about this time fetting in for — 
four months, the care of Biffmo (the prt- 


+ Syen, fleep, repote. 
{ervet) 
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ferver) is fulpended, as immaterial, the raing 
fecuring their crops of grain, 


Eighth. Oupoft. 
PooRNEMEE, as the word imports, falls 
on the ful! moon in Fine, and is dedicated 
to wafhing in the Ganges, and charity to the 
Sirantins, 


Ninth. Oxpofs. 
Duapussez, as the word fignifies, falls 
on the fwrifih day of the new moon in 
July, and is devoted to wafhing in the 
Ganges, and giving alms. 


Tenth. Oupofs-Purrup, 

EKKADUSsSsEz, TrERADuSsser, CHowrac 
DUSSEE and Poornemre, the eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moon in 
Jily, to the Poornemee ov ful] inclufive, 
are dedicated to the Focina Fattra of kip 
Jen Tazoor ; but thefe are por directed by the 
Stafaé, and are only abferved by the Gen- 
tos OF the Ketfery tribe, 


Eleventh. Oupoft. 
‘ Jormo + Qostoomer falls on the eighth 
day after the full, or twenty-third day of 


T "furme, Nativity. 


the 
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the moon In Sulys and is dedicated to the 
birth of Kuffen Tagoor, who is fabled to 
have then defcended for the deftraction of 
Kunkfoo Rajab, a famous Ofoor and tyrant. 
It is obferved as a folemn falt. 


Twelfth. Purrup. 

Lukee + Povjah falls on the firft ate 
day in the month of Auguf; the is the 
Geniso Goddelg of all kir'ds of grain, and is au. 
fabled.to be the wife of Bi/inoo, the preferver ; 
fhe is wotfhipped at this time on the coming 
in the Paddy, the name given to rice in the 
hufk.—The day concludes with a feaif. 


Thirteenth. Parra, 
Usxunxte Bia to, falls on the fourteenth 
day of the moon in dugu/?, ands dedicated 
to Bifinca with the epithet of Unnunte, or 
the unknown; an offering of gratn 1s made 
to him, and the day concludes with a 
fealt. 


Fourteenth. Onjo/s. 

Arunpan Pooyan falls on the thirtieth 
day of Augu/?, and is dedicated to Moanjhee 
Tagooran (the feminine of Taggor) Goddefs’ 
of {nakes- The precifé interpretation of 
Arundabh we have loft, and will notimpols — 


+ Luéie, plenty, affluence. 


on 
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on our readers,—Although this day is a faft, 
it ends in a feaft of the new rice, boiled 
early, and eaten cold; to which effential 
circumitance we think the word Arundab; 
given to this Poojab, alludes; but we are 
not politive. 


Fifteenth. Purrup. 

Drucan Poojan falls on the fevénth ° 
day of the new moon in September, and 
continues the cighth and niith. The 
cighth is obferved as a faft by thofe who 
have no children.—T is ig the grand general 
feaft. of the Gentoos, ufually Vifited by all 
Europeans, (by invitation) who are tréated 
by the proprietor of the feait with the 
fruits and fowers in feafon, and are enter- 
tained every evening whilft the feaft lafts, 
with bands of fingers and dancers.—This 
Goddefs is the firft in rank and dignity, and 
the moft adtive of all the fabulous deities of 
the Mughterrah Bhade, and is ftiled the 
wife of Sied, the deffroyer, the third of the 
three primarycreated beings. She is as often 
filed Bowannee 4, as Drugah t ; and fre- 
quently Bowennee Drugah: the caufe of her 


deicert is thus derived:—God having ap- 


pointed Endeer || and his deftendants uni- 


t Perfevering. Tt Fires f Gorducft. . 
verfal 
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verfal Rayaés of the world, the appointment 
was illy brooked by Morfafior*; he there- 
upon drew together his adherents, and warced 
war againtt Bndeer and his dv fcendents, who 
were at lait in the Duapaar Fogne obliged 
to fly, and leave the government of the 
world to Mor/afoer; which. proved the 
fource of ravages, murders, and confufion. 
—Endeer, and his few adherents, were 
confined to a fmall portion of the world, 
from whence, in compaflion to mankind, 
they with piety and humility petitioned the 
three primary created beings to implore 
the Eternal oxe to redrefs the grievances 
refulting from the ufurped power of Moi/a- 
foor.—TVhe three beings interceded, and cb- 
tained permiffion that Bawarnee Drugah 
fhould defcend on the earth, for the deilruc- 
tion of Morfafoor and his adherents, which 
the Genfoos are taught to believe the will 
in the end effect, and finally reftore the 
government of the world to Exaver and his 
defcendants, according to the firft intention 
of the Eternal one. Hence was the Dru- 
gab Pogjab inftituted, during which the 
Supreme Being is invoked, through her me- 
diation, to haften that wifhed-for period. — 
The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo 
plain by a reference to the marginal notes, 
® Pais. 


Part I, kK that 
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that we will not affront the underftanding 
of our readers by offering an explanation, 
although we ihall illultrate it further when 
we give a particular interpretation of the 


plate N° 2. 


Sixteenth. Purrsp. 

Dussumee, or the tenth day of the new 
moon in September, when the image of 
Drvucan is calt into the Ganges, with the 
univerfal acclamations of tle people, and 1s 
faid to be returned to her hufband Sed. Pa- 
rification Sy wafhing in the Genrges on this 
day is Arictly enjoined, 


Seventeenth. Oxfo/s. 

Luxee Pooyan falls on the fall moon 
in September, on which the is worlhipped 
all night, during which nothing is drank 
but the water of the coco nut. 


Eighteenth. Oufo/s. 
KALtieka, Kalkee or Kallee Poojah, (for 
they are fynonimous) falls on the laft day 
of the moon in Sepfember. This goddelfs 1s 
worfhipped all ‘the night of that day uni- 


verially, but in a more particular manner at 


 Kallee Gbat, about three miles fouth of Cal- 


eulta, an ancient Pagala dedicated to her 
there, {lands clofe to a fmall breok, which 
is 
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is by the Bramins deemed to be the original 
courfe of the Ganges. The parts of the 
Gentoo Goddels (like the parts of fome mo~ 
dern faints) are worthipped in various parts 
of Indoftan, her eyes at Kalle Ghar, her 
head at Banaras, her hand at Bindoobund + 
but where the remains of her are diftributed 
has efcaped our memory *,—She takes her 
name from her ufual habiliment, which is 
black, and is frequently called the dtack Ged- 
defi; Kadlee is the common name for ink, — 
She is fabled to have{prung, completely armed, 
from the eye of Drugab, at a time when the 
was hard preffed in battle by the tyrants of 
the earth +. On this faft, worfhip and 
offerings are paid to the manes of deceafed 
enceftors. Befides the laft mentioned annual 
cuftom, every Gentoo keeps the anniverlary 
of their father's death, in fafting and wor- 
fhip to his manes, which is called Baap he 
Surraad}.—Itis worthy remark (by the bye} 
that in all. Devonjhire, the word Kailee ex- 
_preffes black or fmut: why the fame com- 
bination of letters thould convey the fame 
idea to peoole fo far removed from each 
other, we leave the curious to account for. 

* Plate N® 3, 

+ The various heads which appear feattered over 
the place, fignify the many tyrants and moniters the 
flew in conjunctiomwith Drugak, 

¥ Sacred to the father. 

K a2 Nine- 


Ostober. 
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Nineteenth, Purrup. 

Raas { Jatrra, falls on the full 
moon in Oéfefer, and is continued to the 
feventeenth of the mann; it isdedicated to JG 
fru Tages Ketfry. —This feaft ts univerfally 
oblerved, but in a moft extraordinary man- 
ner celebrated at Bradsséund, in comme- 
moration of a marvellous event which is 
fabled to have happened in the neighbour- 
hoed of that place.—A number of virgins 
met to celebrate, in mirth and fports, the 
defeent of Kijfen ||: in the heighth of their 
joy, the God appeared amongft them, and 
propofed to them a dance, to which they 
objected, as they were many, and de but 
one; to obviate this obje€tion, he divided 
himielf into as many Arfens as there were 
vireing, who immediately entered into a arca- 
Jer dance with them, as reprefented in the 
plate N° 4. In the centre circle he is repre- 
denied ftanding im a dilenpaged attitude, at- 
tended by the nymphs Nundee and Bring- 
fee (joys and {ports} who are making him 
offerings of flowers and fruit. 


Twentieth. Onpafi. 

Kantix Peaah falls on the laft day of 
the moon in OFfsder.—This divinity is fabled 
tobe the youngeft fon of Mezjoor (or Stet) 

1A cirche. }PlacNes, * 

and 
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and Druga; he is worfhipped on this day 
by thofe who have not been blefled with 
children, and man and woman are enjoined 
a {trict fait. The word Karr’, itridtly 
means confecration, hence this divinity is faid 
to be the invilible guardian, and iuperinten- 
dant of the Gentoo Paredas. The word alfo 
fometimes fignifies Aalfnefi, The month of 
OFaber takes its name from him, becaule 
in this month the Pagedws are generally con- 
lecrated, 


Twenty-ficlt. Purryp. 

Novoxno + is celebrated on the firtt’ 
lucky Thurfiay in November, on the firtt ) 
coming in of the new grain of the fecond Novem 

| a aa ae ber, 
crop; the ducky Thyrfday is fixed in a con- 
fultation of Bramins, and isa general featt, 


Twenty. fecond.- Oupofi- Purrup. 

Luxkee Poojan falls on the firft Téur/- 
day in the month of December, on petting 
in all the mew harveft, when this favorite 
Goddels of the Genfoos receives a folemn Decem. 
_thankigiving for all the bleffings of the>=- 
_ Fear; the day is paffed im fefting, worthip, 
wafhing and purifying in the Ganges, at 
night they fealt. 


+ New Fitt, 


K 3 Twenty-, 


January. 
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Twenty-third. Purrup. 

Lucge Poojan SANKRANTEE * falls 
on the lait day in December, when this 
Goddefs is again worfhipped as on the lait 
mentioned holy-day, excepting the fait, On 
this day bread is difiributed in alms, ac- 
cording to every one’s ability. 


Twenty-fourth. Purrap. 

SEEREE Puncuimer falls on the fAfth 
day of the new moon in January, and is 
dedicated to Surfuttee t, the Gentoo Gad- 
defs of arts, and letters.She is fabled to 
be the daughter of Birmah and Birmaanee. 
The Kayt Cof?, or tribe of writers, are 
prohibited the ufe of pen and ink on this 
feftival, wich are confecrated to her for the 
day, and a ceffation is put to bufinefs of 
every kind—Seeree fignifies fortine, fuc- 
cefs, and is the fr% word of every epiflolary 
correlpondence in the Gentee language. 


Twenrty-fifth. SBrrze. 
Orvn Oopes, | Suprimes, falls on the 
feventh day of the new moon in “fannary, 
and is called Sasryee Poojab, or wirfhip to the 


* Sunkrantee fignifies the laft day in every month, 
/wuention, contrivance, wagenasty, penis, 


4 Rifiag of the desuns, 


fun; 


ee 


fun; to whom offerings are made of peculiar 
flowers in the Ganges. 


Twenty-fixth. Ovupe/i. 

Burm Exapussce falls on the eleventh 
day of the new moon in fanuary ; the day 
is dedicated to Kijen, and commemorates 
the abftinence of Bim, 2 voracious Later, 
who fated on this. day; he is called the 
brother of “fudifleen. Bhim is the common 
name of reproach for a Gilutten, but who 
this Judifleen is, or what the occult meaning 
and real fignification of this faft, has flipped 
our memory, and we will not fubftitute any 
interpretation that 1s not warranted by our 
materials, of from our certain and clear 
knowledge. 

Twenty-feventh. Oxpo/s. 

PoorneMEE, or the full moon in fanwary, 
+s dedicated to Biflnos, the cherifber. 
Fafting, ~wafhing and alms. 


Twenty-cighth. Oupofi- 
SIEBRATEER, Chowtarduffer, or the four- 
teenth after the full, falls cn the twenty- 
ninth day of the moon in ‘fanuary, and is 
dedicated to Sized, the defiroyer, who is War- 


thipped with fafting, offerings, and prayers 


all the night, as the additional rateer annexed 
to the title of this holy-day imports. 
K 4 Twenty- 
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Twenty-ninth.  Oupofs. 

Govinpussee falls on the twelfth day 
ef the moon in February, and is dedicated 
.to Bffnca the comforter, as the word Gevin, 
or t-eatrdy fignifes, and is one of the many 
appeliath es givento the cond of the ¢hree 
primary created perfons, and he is worthipped 
on this day with faiting, prayer, Sc. 


Thirtieth, Purrtp. 

Dore + Jartra falls on the Posrnemes 
or full moon in February, and is facred to 
Kiffn Tagoor. On this featt day it is that 
the Gevsees caft the powder of a certain red 
flower, called Faz, on all they meer; but 
Whence this cuftom, or for what caufe this 
feaft was firit inftituted, has cicaped us. 


Thirty-firtt.  Oupofi. 
BARRANEE JATTRA, or AModeo Kifna t 
diradufce (the thirteenth after the full) falls 
on the twenty-cighth day of the moon in 
February: if this falls ona Saturday, it is 
called Warrance, and if the far Satoa Biffab 
18 thea*on the meridian, it is called Mabab 
Barrene; and again, if the far Seste Tsgue 
1 in conjunction with Sates Biffah, it is 
Tt Pot, « drum, 
f A gn, Kijteo, are fynonimous with Bifirwe, but 
allude ta diffcront attributes, 
then 
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then called * Mabab Mabab. Barrance. 
—-—Thefe conjunétions are uncertain, but 
when they happen, it is deemed a moft 
holy day, and is obferved by univerfal 
purification in the Guages, and worthip and 
offerings to Soorjee, or the fam, Ir fell our 
laft on the twenty-cighth of Frérnary, 
1759.—As we have loft the precile mean- 
ing and etymology of the word Barranee, 
and confefs ourfelves ignorant of the attro- 
nomy of the Branuns, we will not attempt 
an explanation of this fait. 


Thirty-two. O:upofs-Purrap. 

Luxer Poojan falls on the firlt Tdur/- 
day in March, when this goddels is wor-Ma 
{hipped univerfally, end thanked for all the 
productions of the earth, all being brought 
forth by this time, 


Thirty-fecond Purrep. 
‘Durgan Pojad, and Bhafuntee { Peojab, 
falls on the fevemth day of the new moon 
in March, and continues the eighth, ninth 
and tenth—on the lait, her tmage ts caft into 
the Ganges. This feafi is infliuted for the 


- @ Atoll great. ‘ 
{ The end, final, comelefrve, alluding to this being 

the Jaft fealt of the year, preceding the Grates Lent. 
jamie 
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fame purpofes a3 the other grand one, but 
not with that parade and univerfality. 


Thirty-third. Onpofs. 

SIEB, of Swantas * Pogjab, is from the 
firit to the thirtieth of March, with only 
a fhort fufpenfion during the term of the 
Durgab Pogyas above-mentioned—The Sun- 
nas Pogab, is the Gentoo Lent; their penan- 
ees, mortincations, and _/e/f corporal punifh- 
ments, have been fo often defcribed, we 
will not particularize any of them. The 
Churruck +, or day of fwinging, falls on 
the thirtieth. From this penance the three 
cats, or tribes, of Brantns, Bydres t, and 
Kaoyts, are exempted by the Augitorrah 
Bbade ; and, in faét, none but the very lowelt 
of the people go through any of the pub-~ 
lick penances; but, every caft fails and 
worlhips the twenty-ninth, the day preced- 
ing the Churruck.—This folemn fatt is dedi- 
cated to Sed, or Moerdeb, or Motfer, the 
Muitlater, and averter ef evil; through 
whom, at this feafon, the Eternal one is 
invoked, to defend them from the influence 
of Morjafoor and his adberents, and avert 


* © Penitents. ¢ Literally fignihes a Pei — 


but the circle which the penitent defcribes in (wing- 
ive Teun has given it this appellation. 
Payee, the unbe that profefs the practice of 


: the 


ae 
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the final doom pronounced againft the de- 
J linquent Dediad. 


There isa feftival inftituted to RAzam, the 
protefor, which 13 entitlkd the Ruaam 
JaTrra, but the precife time of it’s cele- 
bration we have utterly forgot—Rhager is 
another of the multitude of names, or rather 
attributes, given to Brffos, the preferver. 


How far the origin of the fafts, feftivals, 
terms, &c. of the Egyptieam, Greets and 
Latins, may be traced trom the Chatah and 
Aushtorrah Bbade Shajlahs, we tubmit 
and recommend to the elucidation of our 
learned readers, who will be the better en- 
abled to make iuch an enquiry from what 
follows. : 


Explenation of the Plate er Reprefentation 
of the Gentoos grand feaft of the Drugab. 


Plate N® 2. 

The reprefentation of the Drama in this 
grand Gexfoo feait will, we doubt not, appear 
penuine to many thoufands now in England, 
as it is a fight that few who have yifitad 
Bengali have not indulged themlelves with ; 
and we may take the liberty of faying, that 
bot very few amongit the multitude who 

have 
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have feen it could form the fmallen judg- 
ment of it's fufemtfon or fignification; to 
theie, therefore, we flatter ourfelves jt will 
afford forme pleafure, the having a fubdject 
explained to them, on which they have 
eften looked with pity and amazement! 
becaule they did not underftand it—The 
intention of this fealt we have already given 
in it’s proper place, to which the reader may 
advert, under the title of Druvab Posjah 
N° as. and thall now proceed to the ex- 
pianation of the chief perfonages in the plate. 


The center and principal figure is Dru- 
GAH or Virtue; fhe is reprefented, with ten 
arms, defcending on a dragon—myttically 
fhewing the power and irreliftable force of 
orrtue, when exerted with vigor.—She js 
crowned, one of her hands is armed with a 
{pear, and fhe is environed with a inake— 
with another hand the binds Motfafcer (or 
Evil) with a_frade, and kills him by thruit- 
ing her {pear throurh his Sear?, thereby 
implying that Virtue’s fafe(t and fare guard 
againit vice or evil is wifdom, of which the 
jrage, a8 before obferved, is the fymbol,_— 
The battles * faid to have been fought be- 
tween Exdeer +-, and Mefofocr t, in which 
the iatter penerally proved victoriqus, with- 

* Vide Drugah Pusjah, fifteenth. 

+ Good. } Lui, 

out 
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out the affiftance of Drugeh Bowaxnec, or 
perfevering virtue, implies that moral evil 
can only he fuccefsfully combated pherewits. 
—The ravages, murders, andconfufion,which 
are faid to be the confequences in the world 
of the flight of Exdeer and victory of Mor- 
fafeor *, emblematically fignify the fatal 
and natural effects of vice or evil tricm- 

hant, which muft neceffarily be attended 
with de(tructive {cenes of violence. —Hence, 
Moifafoor is fabled to have transformed 
himfelf, after his vi€tory, into a mad dagfoid, 
the fymbol of ungovernable rage, whole head 
is feen in the annexed plate lying at the feet 
of Drugab. — Although Maeifa/oer in the 
plate appears to be flain by Draugas, yet this 
act ig only a prophetic reprefentation of the 
death and deftraction he will in the end 
fuffer by her hand, when Endeer-thall be 
reftored, and Good be predominant in the 
world again and wiumph over Moi/afzor or 
Evil.—Endeer being appointed by God ani- 
verfal Rajah of the world, mayilically points 
aut his benevolent intentions, that it fhould 
be governed by goodnefs and piety, and the 
allegory ig as obvious where Matfijoor 
faid illy to brook the appointment +. 


On the right of Drugab are reprefented — 


the figures of Seed, her hufband, and of 


© Vide Drucah Pooh, Tt Vide Dragat Peejah. 
2 Luke es 
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Lukee, the goddels of grain. —Sjch is fitting 
on a white éuil, the fymbol of purity and 
dominion; he is enyiraned with a fnake, 
holding in one hand a Dumboor +, and ip 
the other a Simgee t, mutfical in iiruments in 
ule at all the Genres feftivals - allegorically 
pointing out thar Wifdom isthe moit cltec- 
tual averter of evil, and that mirth, joy and 
gladnefs, are the natural effedts of it’s being 


averted from us. 


The goddefs Lakee is reprefented fland- 
ing in an eafy attitude; the is crowned with 
tars Of grain, and is encircled by a plant 
bearing truit, which pafies through both her 
hands, the reot of which is under her feet; 
the (as all the fuperiour Gentoo divinities arc) 
is environed by a fnake.—The meaning 
conveyed by this figure is fo obvious it needs 
no explanation, 


Underneath the figure of Sieh is repre- 
fented the divinity named Gpunnis ||.— 
He has no peculiar day of worfhip inftituted 
in honor of him, for this manifeft realon, 
becaule all the addrefles, offerings and wor- 

ip, which are made to the {upreme, and 
fuperior beings, are preferred through his 
mediation, and promoted by a prior offering 

tA final! deve, tA muifen! dann. 
| Purity, or fincerity of heart, 

7 and 
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and worfhip paid to him; fo that he may 
be properly ftiled the Ged of offerings —He 
is fabled to be the firft born of Motforr (or 
Sieb) and Drugab; all worthip and offerings 


being made through him, myftically fignifics- 


that purity and _fincerity of beur? mult be 
the fource from whence the Deity is invon 


ked. —He is reprefented with four arms, fit- ~ 


ing on an altar, environed with a fnake, and 
with the head of a wlute efephant, the iym- 
bols of pursty, riches and dominion oF firength, 
which, the Gentoos fay, includes every 
bleffing, and cannot be juitly and properly 
acquired but by pure and fincere acts of 
devotion to God, and good works to man 
and his fellow creatures-—His four arms 


are only reprefentative of the power, force a 


efficacy of fincerity in worlhip and prayer. 


On the left of Drugab is reprefented the 
figure of Surfuttee, the Geatoo Goddels of 
arts, letters and eloquence, fo fully deferibed 
under the featt called Sveree Punchumee 
(twenty-fourth.) Io the plate, fhe appears 
environed with a fnake, itanding in 3 care- 
lefs, difengaged pofture, holding in her 
hands a reed, of which the writing pefis 
are ufually made. | 


On the left of Surfurter ts reprefented 
the idol of Ruaam, the protector of em- 
i fires, 


a 
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fires, flates, and property, already explained 4, 
—In the plate, he is figured crowned, en- 
circled with a fnake, and riding upon a 


smonkey ; in his left hand he holds 4 bow, 
- and is reprefented in the attitude of having 
Pye dilcharged an arrow from it, To under- 


.“Itand this reprefentation, a fhort hiftorical 


recital becomes neceflary.— RA gaboon Tt: the 
fubvertor of empires, ftates and property, is 
ever contralied with Rizam in the courfe of 
the Aughtorrah Bhade Sha ab—This prime 
agent of Mboifafior is fabled to have run 
away with Srrner t, the wife of Rbeam ; 
and for the recovery of her, that book ex- 
hibits a long detail of furious battles fought 
between Réaam and Rhaabson with various 
luccefs ; myltically painting the contentions 
that ever have fubfifted in the world touch- 
ing empires and Property, in general. Under 
thefe the ancient hiflory of Judg/fan and it's 
Rajahs is obicurely couched.—In one of 
the moft bloody of thee battles, Régam 
being fore prefled, was obliged to call jn a5 
an auxiliary, Hoonmbon Prince of the men- 
keys, by whofe affiftance he routed Rhaabsen 
aid recovered his wife—Sréce; implying 
only, that fawhfi farce, mutt be fometimes 
* Vide explanation of the Tirsed yyue, or fecond 

aoc, chip, a. 

t Aaiule/s orstence, + Literally, prepersy, 

combated 
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combated with craft, policy, and ftratagems,, 
of which the money throughout Jndo/lan is 
the known emblem.—The lait mentioned 
battle is reprefented in the plate number 5. 
where Rbaam appears ingeged with Réag- 
écon, and the attitude of Rdaam (in the 
plate of the Drugai) as having diicharged 
the fatal arrows from the back of the mon- 
key, alludes to #hef battle: m the plate 
N° 5. Réaam is fupported by his bro- 
ther Lwkkon, or fortitude, each encircled 
with (nakes; and Rbaadeon (as he generally 
is) is reprefented with ten arms, and as 
many heads of monfters, which intimate 
the force of lawlels tyranny and power. 
Although the emblematic fenfe of the #en- 
key is fo obvious, yet the crafty Bramins 
have eftablifhed a belief that Régem trans- 
formed himfelf into, and is always prefent 
under fhat form ; the people iwallowed the 
delufion in a literal fenie, and it is upon this 
principle, that numerous colleges of Bramins 
are fupported by the people for the main- 
tainance of thofe aninvals, near the graves 
where they ufually refort ; one of therm is 
at Amboab in the neighbourhood of Cudna, 
on the Ganges.—In the time of the Rhaam 
‘Yattra the Bramins exhibit a kind of thea- 
trical mafque, wherein the many fights, 
/ and elcapes of Shee, and the various ftra- | 
tasems of Rizabesn wo retain her, and of 
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Rbaaim to recover her, with the final battle, 
which gave him the repoffeffion of her, are 
all thrown into aétion, and the dialosue 
taken from the Anghtorrab Bhade Shajlah. 
We have heen frequently prefent at this 
theatrical exhibition, and received much plea- 
{ure and amufement; one circumftance at 
the conclufion is worth mentioning—when 
Rhaam had recovered his wife Sithec, he 
retufes to cohabit with her, until fhe has 
given fome fignal proof, that the had fuffered 
no contamination, or violation, during her 
abode with Riaatsss ; on which (by an in- 
genious piece of machinery} the pafles thro’ 
a fire, comes out unhurt, and then Rhaam 
with raotures, receives her to his arms. 


Below the idol of Rézam on the plate of 
the Drusad, is that of Kartik; for the ex- 
plination of this fall, e number twenty- 
iour.—-HHe js reprefented, armed at all points 
for war, and riding ona peacock, the Gentoo 
fymbol of pride and efentation, Pee 
that thafe qualities and vices of the min 
muft be fubdued, as being previoufly necef- 
fary to the approach and admiflion into their 
Pagodas ; he is armed as ‘a ouardian, capable 
of defending from violation the divinity with- 
ix, wherever there is a congregation of idals, 
in a Yagoer Bharree *, his idol is placed 

* Literally a tout for divinities, 
at 
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at the dcor.—A Graroo had within our me- 
mory an only fon dangerouily ill of a fever, 
he paid folemn worfhip, vows and offcrings, 
for his recovery, not only to the poddefi of 
fevers, but to all the other Gods, and God- 
defies beides—His fon died—the father, 
frantic with grief and defpair, fallied out 
before day, broke open a Tageor Bdarree 
in a bozsar fouth of the town of Caicurta, | 
where Karrtt being off his guard and mingled 
with the other drvinities—he cut all their | 
heads off; his intention was to have pro- . 
ceeded round the town (a5 he confeffed on | 
examination) and to have decollated every 

God in all the Tagoor bharries of the place, 

but the fecond he came to, Karrié was 

upon his guard at the door, and prefenting & 
his dart at him, brought him to his fetes, | 
and providentially faved the reft of his bro- 

ther. divinities. 


Below the figures of Lukee and Swrfuttee 
ftand the reprelentation of two divine nymphs, 
Nundee joy, and Bringee (ports; they are 
both encircled by jraéer, implying, that 
joy and {ports at all their feitivals, fhould 
be circumfcribed by prudence and wifdem. * 


On the right between Sted and Gbunars, 
1s reprefented a boat, in which Nuacee and 
{ Bringee arc catrying Druga’ to her huf- 
, L, 2 band 
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band Ses, after the had been caft into the 
Gauges; and in the copartment oppofite be- 
tween the figures of Rhzam and Karrzh, 
are reprefented two nymphs in a kind of 
threatning pofture, advifing him to take 

| better care of dvs wife another timve, and 
keep her at home. 


In the centre of the arch is reprefented 
Surfattee and four female attendants, one 
prefenting to her the palmira leaf, the ori- 
ginal paper, another a piece of wax, the 
third an ink ftand, the fourth a pen, the 
ule of which are all interdiéted on her fef- 
tival, and made an offering to her. The 
two end copartments Keallee and Drugabh, 
each engaged with two giants tyrants of the 
earth —The other divifion of the arch, al- 
lude to different paflages of the Aughtorrah 
Bhade, which have efcaped our memory. 


End of the Explanation of plate N° 2, 


As we referve the eighth chapter or genc- 
ral head, namely, “ the differtation on the 
metempfycholis,” for a third and fa/f part 
of this work, there remains nothing more to 
clofe this chapter, but to add a fhort recital 
of the genealogy of the Genfeo divinities, on 
which tubjeét, as our materials are few, wes 
thal! not, we fear, afford any great fatisfac- 
tion to the curious, as we are confined to 

the 


{ 
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the progeny of Birmab and Birmanee only. 
The fabulous legend of the Aughtorrab 
Bhade fays, | 


That God created three females, or affo- 
ciates, for the three primary cteated Beings. 
To Birmah he gave Birmaanre, to Bijineo 
Lukee, and to Sieh Bowannee Drugab. 


That to Birmab and Birmangee were 
born two fons, the eldeft named Kufieomur- 
yoo, the youngeft Dookee Rajah; the eldett 
was governed by a pious and laudable (pirit, 
the youngeft by a vicious and turbulent onc. 


Dookee Rajah had a daughter (but how 
he came by her the legend fayeth nat) 
named .Dithee, whom he married ta his 
brother Kujiebmunnoo, and the brought him 
a fon, whom he called Enpeer; he and 
his deicendants, after the example of their 
father Kujfeonmunnoo, were trucly virtuous, 
and obfervant of the laws of God, com- 
municated to them by Birmab and Bir- 
magne. 


Deokee Rajah had a fecond daughter, 
whom he called Odithee, who was allo 
married to Kuffichmunnoo, and the likewife 
brought him a fon, who was named Mot- 
sasook; he and hw defcendant:, after the 
example of their grandfather Deokee Rajah, 

lightisg 
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flighting the precepts of Birrmas and Rin 
maaner, became abandoned to Very vice, 
and contemners of the laws of God. 


All the benefit thag accrues from the 
foregoing fhort recital of the progeny of 
Brrmab and Birmaanee, is, that th us We 
find in Ender, and Marfajoor, the roote 
from whence the doétrine of two contending 
Principles in nature, Gesd and Exz/, iprung ; 
thit this was the ground-work of all the 
doctrines of the Bramins, after they had 
loft fight of the fimple and fublime theology 
of the Chartah Bhade of Bramah, is beyond 
all controverly ; as the whole tendency of 
the two /ater Bhades, exemphity the natural 
hiftory of thofe two contending principles 
in the Ayman mind, and the concomitant 
effects, they will have on ft, and on the 
povernment of the world. as they alternately 
happen to prefide — Hente the unceafine 
ftruggles and confliéts for fuperiority between 
Endeer and Motfafor and their adherents, 
which fay the Bramsins fabGit to this day ; 
fo well founded, was the conjeclure of the 
learned and ingenious Mr, Bayle, touching 
the great antiquity of the origin of the Affe. 
nechean do&trine—por is it atall improbable, 
that arch heretic Afizyes might have re- 
ceived lome notions of this doctrine from 
the tenets of the Bramins, which he per- 
verted 
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verted to the worlt and moft dangerous 
purpofes and opinions :—on the contrary the 
fimplicity, with which the doctrine is pro- 
frfled by the Gentecs, has in it's felf (but 
diherwife in W's conlequences) no fuch ma- 
nifeft tendency; although by their adherence 
to Z, they deem utterly to forget the conft- 
defition of their original exiftence and de- 
liquency, and the merciful caufe of their 
efablifhment, in the eight Babson: of pu- 
nfhment and probation, a6 well as the laws 
aid injunétions of their prophet Bramab, 
10 obvioufly refts the reftoration and fal- 
tion of the oftending Drétab, upon feee 
iple and plain conditions, 4 jincere penitent 
profiion of their original delingwency 5 and an 
stomement by good works, accerding to fhe powers 
of exertion, which Gad annexed to their animal 
ormi.—Buti: is not at all to be wondered 
at, that they thos!d thus lofe fight of their 
eriginal jin and defection, as well as the 
means laid down for their falvation; when 
the very {pirit of the fafts and feftivals, and 
whole conduét of the drama of the Céstab, 
and Augiterrah Bhades, are relative only to 
the evuerting the evils of their prefent ex- 
iftence, without the {mallet retrofpect to 
_theie_ frit tranfgreffion, or the means of 

f--atoning for it.—This is the fituation of the 

bulk of the people of Jndo/fan, as well as 

of the modern Bramins ; amongit the latter, 
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if awe except one in a thoufand, we owe ’ 
them over mealure; the confequence from 
thele premiles are obvious—the Genfoss in 
genéral, are as degenerate, crafty, fuperili- 
tious, litigious and wicked a people, as any 
race of beings in the. known world, if gop 
cininently more fo, efpecially the common thn . 
ai the Bramrns ; and wecan truely aver, thar , 
during 2]moit hve years, that we prefided 
the sudicial cutcherry court of Caseutfe, nev 
any murder, or other atrocious crime, cam 
before us, but it was proved in the end, x 
Eramin was at the bottom of it: but then) 
the remnant of Bramins (whom we have) 
before excepted) who feclude themfelves) 
from the communications of the buly world, : 
in a philolophic, and religious retirement, and. — 
jirictly purfuc the tenets and true {pirit of © 
the Cherich Bbade of Bramab, we may with 
equal truth and juftice pronounce, gre the 
purej! models of genuine piety that now exift, - 
er con bz found on the face of the earth —— 
And now, my friends, and moft refpectable 
readers, we will, with your permifflion, 
adopt one cultom of the Genfess, and make 
an offering, for fome time at lealt, of our 
‘pen, ink, and paper, to the goddels Sur- \ 
fUT TEE. — 


The Exd of the Second Part. 


ch 
Bernham Houfe, Berks, 6/7 | “ 
the aiiof Aug. 4766, © “+ 


